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OF 



NEVIS, 

MOTHER of the 

EngUJh Leeward Charibee Iflands 

in America, 



SIRS, 

1 Often refleft wifir jRfigular Pleafiire, 
upon the five Hap^y Years that I 
was Reftor of St. Johns Pariih in your 
Country, and do with the utmoft Grati- 
tude acknowledge the Favours I receiv- 
ed from You all. 

I then kept a Book of Remarks upon 
what I law moft obfervable in your 
Climate, and coUefbed many beautiful 
Sea-Shells, which about nine years after 

a 2 my 



DEDICATION. ^ 

my return to England I prefented to 
Dr. Woodward\ Repofitory of Foflils at 
Cambridge. Mr. Mafon^ the Woodwar- 
dia^n Profeflbr defiring me to give him 
{bme account of them, occafioned my 
writing the firft Letter ; And as I com- 
pofed the others at leifure hours after- 
wards, I did not think myfelf necefli'- 
tated to put any Dates to them : Be- 
fides, I had no thoughts of printing them 
till of late. 

The principal Subject relates pretty 
much to your Ifland : But as my Book 
of Remarks might not be free from Er- 
tours ; and as in divers Articles I was 
forced to truft folely to memory at the 
time of writing them ; I fhall own myfelf 
farther indebted to Your generous Tem- 
per, if any of you will rediify thofe Er- 
jours ; as well as point out fuch curious 
things as may have efcaped my memory 
or notice j and indeed' I lay hold of this 

. oppor- 



DEDICATION. 

opportunity to requeft the fame of all 
others who difcover faults in them. 

I. received the higheft Civilities too at 
St. Chriftopher\ Antigua^ and Montfer- 
rati whole hofpitable Inhabitants I alfb 
pleafingly remember, by frequent in- 
flancing of their Concurrence with You 
in a true tafte of Humanity and Ho- 
nour. 

Worthy Gentlemen I That the Rain 
and the Dew, with other choice tempo- 
ral as vf€^ as fpiritual Bleffings of Hea- 
ven, may abundantly defcend upon the 
Englijb Leeward Charribee IJlands^ is 
the hearty Prayer of 

Tour mofi humble^ and 
highly obliged Servant ^ 

William Smith. 
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L E T T E R Sf 

^0 the -R£^- Mr. CHARLES MASON, 
Woodwardian Profeflbr in the Univerfity of 
Cambridge, and Pellow of Trinity College. 



L E T t E R I, 

SIR, 

HA D I been informed eith^i' of your ferfoil 
or Courtcfy before the other day, you 
ikiight fooner have heard from me; or had I 
(when at Nevis) imagined my Shells would ever 
have been lodged in fo honourable a Place, the 
Collection (hould have been larger, if not more 
curious : However, I cannot help giving you the 
trouble of reading my prefent Thoughts upon 
them ; which though not methodical, or per-^ 
haps free from Miftakes in fbme reipeds, yet as I 
have committed no wilful Miflake, a Gentleman 
of your known Candour will eaiily pardon and 
pais fuch over. 

2. Thefe Shells are found upon that pa^rt of 
the Coail of Nevis where the Sea is mdfl: fubjed: 
to Rocks on the Weftern fide, and with good 
reafon, viz. becaufe the finooth fandy Bays arc 
daily vifited by our Fifhermen's long Net called 
a Seine; or rather becaufe there is a greater quan-^* 
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2 LETTER I. 

tity of Mofs, Weed?, and other Nouriflunent, to 
fupport them among the lefs difturbed Rocks : 
Thpy have no Names with us there; for wc 
fijldom or never eat of them, unlefs it be a large 
particular fprt of Wilk^ whofe Shells are finely 
polifhed, and made into Snuftboxes (very com- 
monly) at Ij>ndm * ; and except alfo the Cockle 
which we ufe by way of S^uce to Rock-fifh^ 
Welflimen, Old Wives, Cavaliies, &c. Their 
meat for Colour, Shape, and Tafte refembles our 
Bnglifh opes, but tjbey are delicious at full of 
the Moon, in(:reafi.iig and decrc^fing in bulk as 
lYell ^s goodnefs^ jufl ap; ^^1 Heavenly Body 
ieems to inpre^e or decreaie ta our fight : Yqu 
have at le^fi; a dozen of the Shells (no ways 
(tapped like our Englifh Cpf^kles) that are fm^jt 
apd of a triangular Fojrni, hut not equilaterally 
ip^ two Sides of them being eac^ of them fiiU as 
k}ng ag^n, as the ihort Side ; all the thre^ An*. 
gles, are rounded ofiF or blunted ; they are of a 
\^hite fhining Colour like well polifhed white 
A^ble, ^ generally fpeakmg fixeaked down- 
wards very regularly with beautiful Red or Blue 
If cans. They are taken in the foUowing manner, 
vi^^ A Negra Man goes in at one of our fandy 
]^s up to his knees, where fi:ooping dovim he= 
^. a Basket with Sand from the bottcnn^ which 

» Note^ That a Wilk Fifli bpth looks an4 cats exaaiy like 
our: EiigliiBi Perriwinkle. 

Bafket 



LETTER t 3 

Ba{ket he dips ib often in the Water^ as till the 
Sand being wafhed clean away leaves the Cockles 
behind : And it is worth our obiervation, That 
this fort of Cockle is not to be found, as far as I 
could hear of, at any other of the Leeward Cba-^ 
ribee Iflands ; nay, that they have been carried 
down to Saint CbriJlGpher'%^ but would not pro-* 
pagate there, though the furtheft part of that 
Ifland is no more than thirty Miles off, and the 
neareft end within four or five Miles of Nevis, 
Antigua has an incomparable kind of Sea Fifh 
(whofe name I do not remember) that is peculiar 
to its felf ; for it is not found at any other of our 
Iflands. We have a good Spring and fhort Stream 
in our white Ground at NeviSy which yield us 
Mud Fifhes, that are reckoned the richefl: Fifh 
we have : But I always thought the Cavally (a 
Sea Fifh) the fineft: eating of any ; it is a deep 
hodki Fifh, weighs four or five pounds, and 
Cafles not unlike an Englifh Maccarel ; it is a 
very firm Fifh. 

3. Nevis produces a Tree called Dog-wOod; 
and when feven or eight Gentlemen have an in^ 
clination to divert themfelves with fifhing (or 
more properly fpeaking with Fifh-hunting,) they 
fend each of them a Negro Slave to the Woods, 
in order to fetch fome of the fiark which grows 
upon its Roots : this Bark is next morning pound- 
ed very fmaU with Stones, put into old Sacks, 

A 2 C3X- 



4 LETTER I. 

carried into the rocky part of the Seas^ fteeped 
till thoroughly foaked with the Salt Water, and 
then well fqueezed by our Negroes to get out 
the Juice : This Juice immediately colours the 
Sea, and flains it with a reddidi hue ; and being 
of a poifonous nature, will in an hour's time 
(that is to fay about eleven a clock in the fore- 
noon, ten being the ufual time of beginnmg of 
this diveriion) make the Fifhes fuch as Groopers, 
Rock-fifh, Old Wives, Wekhmen, Gfr. fo drunk 
^ or intoxicated, as to fwim on the Surface of 
the Water quite heedlefs of the danger : the 
Gentlemen then fend in their Negroes who 
purfue (both fwimming and diving) the poor 
Fiflies, till they catch them with their hands . 
they themfelves (landing by on high Rocks to 
fee th^ l^aftime.** 

4'. The Poifon kills millions of the fm»U Fry^ 
and indeed I can aflign no' reafon why tbey fhquld 
not likewife deftroy the Shell-fiihes who lie fit 
the bottom, and of courfe are Icfh xf:»\ifkd to 
eicape its efFefts by paffing into the adjacent purer 
Water; befides, they muft naturally die in con- 
fiderable numbers every year ; fo that in fhort^ 
it is no wonder at all, if in our Hurricane Months,, 
viz. JulyyAuguJl zndSeptemier, their Shells are caft 
up in conliderable quantities on the rocky Shore» . 

*» Note^ That Herman Mo]f% Brittijh Empire in AmifiC€t^' 
defcribes fev^ral ftrangc Fifhes peculiar to thefe Seas, tha^I 
never could fee or hear of. 

J. That 



LETTER!. 5 

g. That they are fo caft up is certain ; but 
then let me tell you, that their Colours are no 
ways bright and beautiful, till they have lain up* 
on the Sea-ftiore for fome time, to dry and polish 
by the Sun's hot Rays that will foon fcorch off 
fuch Mofs or Soil as may flick about them for a 
while at firft, and hinder the eye from perceiving 
thoie exquifite (inimitable) ftrokes of Nature's 
iineft Pencil with which they are all over a- 
domed. 

6. The little round Holes that feem as it were 
artfully drilled thorough many of them, I take 
to be done by either a particular fort of Fi(h cal- 
led by Dr. Woodward Purpura, or elfe by Sea- 
worms (the Shells of fome of which I ient you,) 
as ibon as the Fiflies in them were dead, when 
the Shells were undoubtedly much ibfter than 
they now are, andof courfe far eaiier penetrated : 
The Scarlet Spots that are fo lively upon two or 
three of them, I fuppofe to be a fort of Minium 
or red Mutinous Earth whkh they contrafted in 
the Sea, and which by length of time hardened 
into much the &me matter with the Shells : theie 
are hot the Barnacle fort of Sea- worms. 

7. You will find in -my CoUedion at leafl a 
dozen Shells that arc brown on the outfide and 
of a palifh green on the infide, called Patella : 
they rife gradually from an oval bafe in fhapc 
of a Pyramid, having gpncrally fpcaking a little 

A 3 oU^ti^ 



6 LETTER J. 

oblong hole at the top. la the JVeJi Indies they are 
uiually named Nipple Shells, on accoum of their 
being a fovereign Remedy for the fore Nipple of 
a lying-in Woman's Breail, being applied thereto. 
You fay, that they are helpful to the Nipple 
only by protecting it from external injury, which 
its figure is proper for ; but I fee no reafon why 
they (hould not likewife have a healing Ver^ue, 
as the good experienced Ladies thiere aflert s for 
they are full of Salts : No body I believe evff 
iaw a Fiih in them, fo that^ Sly^n^ How 
they are formed. Now whether tbifl healing 
vertue or quality yet remains in thetn, I vaiHy 
quefUop ; becaufe of the alteration of Clifnate 
and length pf time fince they w0r^ gathered from 
off the Sea-ihore, Nevis lying ip the fi}(teenth 
d^ee of Northern Latitude, iM^d thi^ i^hells be« 
ing gather^ in the year of our Lord 1720, 
This I know from my own obfervatiofi, that th$ 
Cortex Peruv. never &ils of curing any }nterimt-* 
ting Fever (or evena Remitting one, as th^ DpSora 
term the loweft abatement of thatPiftempgr) at 
Nevisy which is fi(uate in a hot Qimatq \ wh^i^ 
as it frequently miifes of that happy efFed: in plaifi 
Intermiflipns of an Ague hf re in JBlfigland^ a very 
told Climate : From whence I W^uld a>nplude 
its Vertue to be flrongeft, in Countries ojf mucb^ 
the fame Latitude with Peru*j or at. legfl:, thajt 
JHun^ui Bodies there are more ^Uy lyorked 

upon 
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tiponby tealbn of the great Heat which opens the 
rbrcs, &c. Aftd indeed wete I a PhyHdan^ I 
might perhaps infift on the felf &me Qualities 
in regard to all other kinds of MfcdieineSi wi^ 
reafim ehou^ on my fide. 

8. You have thett alio five or fix ^ells that 
are round and milk White as well as of a brit- 
tlt fubfianoe^ in Shape and Sis^e not oidike a 
Nonpanii Apple, or rather refembling a large 
Mufhroom before it is fully opened at the bot- 
tom ; and it is all dver fet out to the befl ad- 

m 

vantage, -vrith Ihtlfc round Rifings that tottti (if I 
may be aBo#^ the ejtpreflion) foftned by N^tiiiv 
in the mof); t3^ attd artful fymn iet i - y , and di- 
flance, ftotia. each tihtt} being in fiich doe prc^ 
portidm and nuinbnt^ as to nuke (heiii rife gft^ 
doally firom hdttiyai tb top, I mean alleging Br 
thtiir decreafing b6th ift fltiniber and btilk as diey 
coRie tovi^tfds ^ 6thm in the top^ Wheft this 
^heff i» fiift taket» aaUof the water, each One df 
iheJTe litde roond Rifin|(8 is afMed with joft took 
k ihafp pbiiited Dtft as we fee ^Kiing Ait df 
otir comnton Hedg^-faogs^ both tti to colout 
and length. At Nevis vfe call th«Ai Gei E^; 
hot inery im|iropei4y I think, iot they aitt cer^ 
ftaiBtiy ahve, «ld do AimMy hiove ihodi {hatp*- 
^infibd Darts, in order td prick the Fedt of 
fuch Negfoes as dive to talte them tip. When 
they die ift the Sea either naturally or elfe by 

A 4 ?Q\fow 
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Poifor^ their Shells loofe thofe Darts^ and as 
£oon as a Storm comes they are thrown up on 
the Shore^ where the violent Heat of the Sun 
foli^ches the whole Shelly till it becomes as white 
as you now have them* Whilfl they are alive^ 
they have a foft, blacky and round fubfbnce^ 
iiot unlike the Nipple of a Woman's Breaft, 
which they can raife out of the largeft hole on 
the ilatteft or bottom fide, and a much ie0er 
round fubftance of the fame nature appears out 
of the much leiTer hple on the other liat fide 
or rather top of the Shell : I imagine the bot^r 
torn round fubflance to be its Head that feeds 
or grazes on Weeds, &c. which lye or grow at 
the bottom of the Sea; but then I am entirely 
9t a lofs what to determine abcHit the lefTer round 
fubftance, unlefs I durfl; venture boldly to pro^ 
nounce that apotj^r Head ; In fhort it is all a 
soecsr Conjecture, If yqu exmmc the Jniide of 
it, you will perceive ^ prodigious number of 
little Holes (hat you jmy flick a fmall minikin 
Fin into, running in due difl^nces in prc^rtioQ 
to their number quite thorough (he Shell, in 
Lines that are exactly pfUr^llel, from the • bot-* 
torn part quite up to th^ center in the top of 
this Shell, and thorough : which the Salt Water 
did I fuppofe enter in order tp icour atid kei^ the 
Fifh in health. The Fifti is both in colour and 
form jufl likig Salmon or indeed any other Fifhes 

of 
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Spawn, and pretty firmly fixed doie in all the 
finooth Partitions between thofe parallel Lines 
of Holes. We break the Shells till we have got 
as much of the Fi(h as will fill two or three of 
the largeft, which are each as big as my two 
Fifts : Then we ieafon it pretty highly, as we do 
Turtle or Tortoife, and fet them with tlieir 
fharp pointed Darts on (as they came out of the 
Seai) over a gentle Wood-coal Fire half burnt 
to afhes^ where it (lands till it is fufHciently 
Aewed: But in my opinion, it eats far too 
lufhioufly. I faw fevcral of their broken Shells 
upon the Coaft of Lincoln/hire i and have been 
Informed, that the Fifliermen at Lynn in Norfolk^ 
and on mofl of our Eng/ijh Coafts, do frequents 
ly take them up m their Dragging Nets. I had 
2lmo& forgot to mention the Variety of Cockle* 
Shells I fent, that refemUe our Englijh ones in 
Shape, though infinitely furpafiing them in beau<r 
teous Colours, and fome of which are on the 
outfide far ^rougher than a Nutmeg-grat^, but 
ihine like the hcH poliflied Marble: We do 
not eat them i and to fpeak tmth, I never faw 
one of than alive. You have there too a Fifh's 
$heU called a Moon : It is round and as broad 
^ my hand, the middle being as thick as two 
Crown Pieces, and falling down with a gentle 
Slope quite to the Edges where it is no thicker 
tlian Half a Crown ; From the Center in the top 
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you fee four or five fets of Rows that arc exceed* 
ing fine and narrow Cavities, thorough v^hidi 
the Water defoends into the Body of the Shd! 
where the Fi{h rcfides : Thefe Cavities prcgeft 
out fi^cnn near the Center an Inch or better to^ 
wards the Edges in the form of Peach->tree 
Leaves : There is a round hole in the Center on 
the under fide that goes up into the Body of the 
Shell. As I never found any more of the fort, 
fo I thought it a pity to break that in pieces 
purely to examine the infide. 

9. In the Month of ^uly^ ^T^9^ ^^ Mr. 
Mofes Piffheiro a Jew and myfclf, weflt to sffi- 
gle in Black Rock Pond, whkh is fitaate a quaf^ 
ter of a mile or better Northwards firom Charles 
Town our Metropolis or Capital, and about thirty 
yards diftant from the Sea, Mr. Pinheiro^% Mobk 
catched hold on fomething at the bottom of the 
P6nd, and he ordered my Negro Mart Oxfiri 
to ftrip, dive, and unloofe it. Oxford w6nt in* 
deed to the bottom, but came again withotrt efi 
fcfting it \ and feid, that it viras ttrtatt^ted in a 
fmall Bufh that grew in the l^iottom of the Pohd, 
which was in that place about two yards drid it 
jjftlf deep. However, he dived agam, dnd sfter 
a few fturdy pulls, brought up the fiufh, Rootsi 
and all. Both its Roots and Branches were Vifibly 
enough alive, but without either B^k or Leave^^ 
it bdng covered over with a foft bbckifh fubnii 

fiance 
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ftance 'whidi no doubt ferved in the room of 
Bark. Upon cutting it in two, I firand the Wood 
of a pale or faded green* 
: 10. I hereupon began to TC&e&, ferioufly 
myfelf, and comduded/ that the vaft ^tlan 
Ocean (which looks of the fineft Azure Blue 
lour ocoiiioned by the great depth and exceeding 
tranfparence of Water) mi^t abound at bottom 
with large growing TTce$, and finaller Buflio^ 
1$ well as with Weeds, or Gmfs : And what 
renders the point not fi> chimerical as highly pro^ 
bableis, That the Shore about half a mile to th^ 
Southward of Cbkr/fi Fort, is plentifully (locked 
with dead dry Bu(hM» which the Sea in Hurri* 
canes and itormy Weather throws up: The 
Hoots Qfthc^ Buihea. (two of which, together 
with my Shells, I prefented your Uoiverfity) 
at:^ fo ^iirmly fixed in. a very, hard and JoUd 
Stone, that they ar6 all of a piece : To be pJaini 
they muft grow in the Sea, becauie the Land 
Soil 9f th«t Country. produces none fuch. that I 
can renciember at leaft. . 

1 1. And here perhaps a fruitful Fancy wool4 
eaiily discover Mountains and Hills. Vallies and 
Plains^ Woods and Copices. thorough which the 
numberlei$ Inhabitants of the great Deep were 
winding their; way (either feparate or in whol^ 
flocks. juA as their occafions led them.) either 
for Food or Paftime > as alfo, That the Vallics 
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and Plains, Woods, and Coppices arc wondrous 
fertile, whereas the Summits of Mountains and 
Hills are generally fpeaking barren enough ; and 
this laft Article, I would willingly aflign for the 
true Reafon, why nothing bi^r than fiiiall 
Bufhes are caft afhore to the Southward ofCbarks 
Fort (as mentioned in the foregomg paragraph) 
in Storms and Hurricanes, whofe raging Billows 
want fufficient force or violence to difhirb the 
lower recefles of the Abyfs of the Ocean, If it 
be otjefted. That Natura nil agitfruftra ; and 
of courfe, what ufe can they be of ? The felf 
iame fmitful Fancy will as readily nnake anftver. 
That the Bark, &r. on fuch confiderable and 
lofty Trees, may fefvc the greater Leviathans of 
the Ocean by way of Food ; and moreover. That 
fuch tall Woods as well as the ftiorter Coppices 
and Shrabs may ftop the too violent pilrfuit of the 
more raveiious fort of them after the finaller Fry, 
who without fiicht places of retreat would be 
iwallo wed up in whole Shoals. Befides Provi- 
dence may appoint other ufes of them which are 
unknown to us. 

12. I had like to have forgot to acquaint you. 
That ^e Bu(h in which Mr. P/«A^/r^^s Line was 
entangled, grew out of a foftifh Rock (a piece of 
which about the bignefs of my Fill I lent with 
iny Shells) that is heavy, white, porous, arid when 

by 
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LETTER L 13 

by any .accident loofened from the bottom, does 
naturally fwim. 

13. Confulting my laft Volume of Remarks^ 
I found in them the folbwing Paflage, which I 
had with fingular pleafure tranfcribed verbatim 
out of the Saint Jameses Evening Poji for Sep* 
tember 25, 17299 "oiz. ^^ Some days ago Captain 
Hannibal^ in the Sloop Cornelius^ brought ovd: 
as Pailengers from Roterdamj the two &mou8 
Englijb Divers living at Weymouth^ liaving been 
** three Years in the Dutch Eafi India Compa- 
ny's Service, and had been fent to fiih upon the 
Wrecks of fbme Ships of theirs in India : They 
gave a ipecimen of their Skill before the 
Governour and Diredx)rs at Middleburgb in 
Zealand^ by diving in fixFathom Water^ and 
Aaying at the bottom three quarters of an 
hour, bri]:^^lg up ibme Gravel in their hands : 
'^ The Direftors afterward entered into a Con- 
^^ trad: with them, agreeing to give fix Pounds 
per Cent, fat the Treafure they (houkl recover, 
and &> for other Goods in proportion to their 
Value. The firft trial they made was upon 
the Wreck of a Dutch Eofi India Ship that 
had been loft off Ckpe Craft in fix Fathom 
Sea, in whk:h they fucceeded fb well, that 
they brought up at ieveral times 3600/. in 
Silver. They dived alfo upon pother Wreck 
in eight Fathoms, arid brought up fome Bars 
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^ of Silver and Oold, and feveral 6ra& Great 
" Guns : When one went to the bottom, his' 
Companion flstid on board to pull him up as 
occafion oflfercd; for they would truft no 
Foreigner. Their diving Engine they contriv- 
ed in England, which vras made of Wood, fix 
•* hundred weight of Leiad being affixed to the^ 
^ boWom to &ik it, and lefs would not do; 
•• The Glaffes before their Eyes were three' 
" Inches thick, and their Hands were at li- 
•* berty to grope and faften Hooks to Chefts 
•* and fuch other things as they had a mincf 
to get up. Notwithftanding the largenefs of 
the Engine, which terrified moft of the In- 
habitants of the Deep, there was one large' 
•^ Fifh that would often make at them; bu£ 
*^ to guard againft him, they carried in one 
** hand a little fliarp Lance, with which they 
pricked him, then he fcoured off. They ne- 
ver dived but in Summer time, and then on 
calm, ferene, and fun-fliiny Days. Thty re- 
•' late what is very remarkable. That the bot- 
** tom of the Sea where they had been, look- 
** ed like a fine Garden, abundance of things' 
•^ (which they wanted a Name for) growing 
" in it nrefembling fhort Plants, and branching 
*' out from the main Stocks divers ways, be- 
" ing white, hard and rugged, but did not 
** appear to be of the white CcMral kind : They' 

brought 
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" brought up ibme Pieces with them, which 

'* after they were expo&d to the Sun, but not 

^^ before, yielded a moft fragrant Smell; one 

^' little Branch thereof is now in the poiTeilion of 

'^ the aforeiaid Captain Hannibal^ and is looked 

" upon as a very great Curiofity : When the 

'^ Cheft in which the Pieces were repofited waa 

'' opened at the Cuftom*hoafe Key, a fine Scent 

^^ was diiFufed round about, which pleafed and 

^^ furprized all that were prefent. 

14. By way of confirmation of this memorable 
pafiage, I take liberty to obferve. That in the 
Year of our Lord 171 8, a Nevis Gentleman of 
my acquaintance, had fbme bufinefs that called 
him down from thence to the Damjh Ifland of 
Saint UiomaSy upon the Shore of which he found 
growing clofb to the Sea great numbers of mucb 
the &CM things (which the St. Jameses Evening 
Foft fays refea&bled fhort Plants,) and which were 
likewi& branching out from the main Stock di« 
vers ways. He brought fome of them up to our 
Ifland: They were extreamly white, harder than 
Chalk, and ibmewhat rugged ^ but I do not re-> 
member any fragrant Smell they had, and am 
d>folutcly certam, that they were not of the white 
Coral kind, becaufe fo brittle that they would 
not bear any polifhing by way. of cheat. N. B. 
None of our EngUjh iLeward Iflands produce. 

them. 

^ ^ 15. You 
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1 5. You will find too in my CoUedion a milk 
white Stone not quite fo \xoad as a Half Crown 
Piece^ which in fhape is not much unlike-a Car- 
nation Flower ; The upper or infide part, is en* 
tirely compofed of exceeding nice Stone Leaves, 
^t are clofe fet together in a wavy form at top, 
and are full as thin as Carnation Leaves; and the 
bottom or outfide part has a little bit of Stem, 
jetting out as it were on purpoie to direft us, to 
imagineor fancy the reft of the Stalk, from whence 
it was by ibme unknown accident broke off in 
its fair Garden the Sea. This is of a Coral kind, 
many pieces whereof I have fince feen in your 
Chamber at Trinity College. 

16. We have there Land Crabs which high 
up in our Mountain Woods, make finall Bur-* 
roughs in the Ground like Rabbits ; their Flefh 
is rich (delicious) eating, but their Shells are no 
ways curious, though of a deep Blood Red co- 
lour when boiled ; they annually travel down to 
the Sea, in order to wa(h and fhed their Shells, 
at which Seaibn we catch them ealiiy, by help 
of Torches in the Night, which is the time of 
their travelling. Their Bodies are much fmaller 
than the Bodies of our European Sea Crabs, and 
Nature has fupplied them with Claws that are 
both long and ftrong as well as flendcr, which 
enables them to lift well up their Bodies and to 
travel apace, — In pur Ponds near the Sea we 

catch 
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catch Pond Crabs of a moft beautiful Sky Blue^ 
that are (haded ail around the edges with a brown- 
i(h Yellow^and much lefs^ though far finer fhaped, 
both in Body and Claws, than our European ones: 
But their Shells were not worth bringing homo 
to Englandj becauie thofe fine Colours vanifhed 
with their Life. We have no Sea Crabs; at leaft 
that are fit to eat : Clams flick to our Rocks that 
are near the Shore, but are not eaten by us, 

17. Our Nevis Lobflers do exaiftly refemble 
the Englijh ones, in bulk, colour, and fhape, ex- 
cept tlut their two large Claws are not fo big in 
proportion to their Bodies: but I once founds to 
the utmofl hazard of my life, this remarkable 
and ugly circumflance attending them, viz. Such 
of them as are found on the Weflern or Leeward 
fide of our Ifiand are reckoned very fine eating } 
whereas they that are taken on the Eafl:em or 
Windvirard fide are rank Poifon, which we attri- 
bute to fome unwholefome kind of Food they 
meet with there ; fbme imagine that they meet 
with veins of Coperas there : This Poifon works 
fbongly, both by dreadful Vomits and Stools. 
We have alfo great numbers of Sea Cray Pifhes, 
that-are almofl as large as our Lobflers, and are 
jufUy reckoned elegant eating. 

18. Befoi;e I take leave of the JVeJI Indies ^ I 
fhall make bold to add one Paragraph about that 
Angularly beautiful Fifh called a Dolphin, that is 

B fa 
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(qi ediy dtawa out not onfy upon out oommoii 
Signs to* Inas, but even in Books of cradk which 
ioem. to cany a fair Quen cf Accuracy. 

' 19* lit 1!$^ iaid. He Teny rarely conies up fo high 
%Qi9KaMd% Englami a&tfae &rtied\ degree of Nor^ 
thera Latitude ia thaAtlantick Ocean^ though I 
had the good fortune to- fee the contrary ia no 
Itft than ivve OP fix inftances^ at nxy return from 
Nevis to En^nd. He is catched in ^ foMow^ 
ibg manner, viz. We feflen the Featheivenck (I 
meaa about four Inches of their T(^ or Extre- 
mities) of two Goofe^qnilii^ ta a Hook (cme pa 
eacb fide,) which being well ^Knu-ed to^a Line, 
not mudl^ thicker than a^conunon thickifk Whip- 
eerd; ancl drawn after Us at the Ships Stem when 
the Wihd does not Wow- too frefh, makes * fmall 
ripKng* in^ the Ste, not Bnrik& to that of a Flying 
Ffifh- when it arifes out of the Water to avoid the 
puffint^of the Do)|4iIa 3 and the Dolf^iin being 
as Fifth ef Prey fei^ses (of courie) the Hook with 
the Feathers, and is immediately d^awn up into 
ti^ Ship*. He feldom exceeds four feet in length 
ii^om Nol^ end to Tait end : and is a very fhait^- 
bodied: F^. His Head (as to fhape) is exadfy 
the feme as it is drawn in Figures and on Signs^ : 
But he being thethiqkeft at the Gills, and gww-^. 
ihg taperer in a gradual defi:en(£ng line quite 
dbwn ta the Titil^ his whole fhape may proper- 
^ enough be c(»npared to a Hand-iW« Hi& 

Head 
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Head is entirely of the moft lively Atutc BUm. 
From the top or rather back part of his Head 
all along to his Tail, is one continued Fin of ft 
very lig^t brown colour, vrhich ibmewhat (€• 
iembled Black Crape that was almoft worn oo^ 
marked pretty full of nMiikl coaUblack fpots like 
little Patchiss ftt thick on a Lady's Facei and 
his Tail (if I remember rightly) is the very £mic; 
He ha* twatargp Fins bebw doib to hb Oills^ 
whofe €ok>iur I do not (b well call to nund, tho* 
I verily think that they refemUe his Buk Fm^ 
I dare not infift upon his other Fins, for both 
dietr Gokfiur and Number have flipped out of na^ 
memory, and unluckily were not fet dot^n in fliy 
book of Remarks. From his Back Fin down to 
the middle of his Body on each fide, his Skin (that 
has no Scales) is of the fiiieft Axure Blue ima^nfti* 
blc, though iome People infift upon its being a 
blumfii Green, ilrewod thick all over with bri^ 
gliflening Stars of Gold, Scarlet, &c. and froA 
the middle of his fide quite down to his Belly and 
ib up ^ain to the middle of his other fide, is the 
Colonr of the &ireft beaten Gold, but if I mny 
be allowed the tcnn (as I do fincerdy^ believe I 
may,)- infinitely furpafiing it in beanty, and with^ 
oat ei&er Stars or Spots of any Sort: A fight 
wordty of die greatdO: Monarchs attention! PId 
lives m oompktt beanty fbr about the ipace of 
ihre« nsiflOMSy after he is taken out of the Wateti 

sa Hi^ 
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His glorious Colours and Marks do then grow 
&mt. and £uling, for one minute : And during 
the odier two minutes of his life, they vanifh 
away and return back to their beauty again quick'^ 
p: than thought itfelf ; I do not mean that they 
return tp Perfection of beauty ; but to be plain, 
I want tcmis adequate to my- Ideas, in order to 
be rightly underftood. In (hort, in five or Gx 
minutes time this gay furprizing Objed fills the 
Traveller's Mind, with fkr more lofty Notbns 
of the great Creator's Wifdom and Magnificence 
beftowed upon the inferiour part of the Animal 
World, than ever it was capable of entertaimng 
be£>re. When he is dead he looks juft lik& a 
dead SalnfK)n, and his Body eats like a Cod-fifh,' 
but I think it drier confideraUy. It is acourie 
Fifh. A Maccarel juft taken out of the Sea is by 
far the moft beautiful of Englijb Fifties in my 
judgment; but alas! its Colours are infinitely 
fliort of thofe of a Dolphin^ 
' 20. You will find in my CoUeftion an Iron, 
tor rather rufty coloured, flat, and round Stone 
(about the breadth of a Five Shilling Piece but 
£)mewhat thicker) that winds circularly in form 
ef a fpiral Line, fevcral of which yoii have fincc 
iiiewedme in Dr.fToodwants Collection, known 
l^. the name of Snake-ftones or Ci>mua Jlmmoms^ 
X picked it tip about nine years ago upon the Sea^ 
Qoz&oi Uncebifiire ^^ and upon looking round a 
fe^'f-I little 
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little narrowly on the Sand, I found feyeral white 
thin Shells of the fame breadth, (hape, aikl fize 
filled with Sand^ or Gravel, and alfo with ftiffifh 
Clay of different G)lours ; the Clay of feveral 
having, I fuppofe, been lodged there for a little 
while only, was fomewfaat brittle ; in others, the 
Clay having lain longer was of courfe the firmer 
and tougher i and in fome others, where the thin 
Shell vr^s almoft decayed, I found the Clay to 
be (b ffa-ongly cemented together, that it was 
fbmewhat difficult to break it with the hand. 
Pray then why might not that Stone I ient you to 
Camhridge be one of thofe pieces of Clay thus 
prefcrved fb long as till petrified? I knowyckir 
opinion is. That they were formed in fuch Shells 
at the time of the Deluge. 

I am^ Sir^ Tour &c. 

■ . ■ . ■ i 

w.s. 
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SIR, 

f 

IV/^U rfmeryibMr our Diicouffe about my Voy^ 
i^ge to St. CbrtJ^berX and Journey to Cbi^ 
0imy Capifitrri^ and up the great Mountain ; 
which (^ }t feems to fuit your tafte) I now 
lake the ^eedom to remindi you of, by way of 

I. In the cheerful UKKith of A&ry, which gc* 
uenlly give$ new Life and Vigour to the whole 
iQreatioo ^ I fet forward about ten a Clock in the 
24orning from Cbarks Town at N^visy and with 
an eafy, gentle Breeze of Wind arrived at the 
Port oiBaJJe "terre in the Ifland of St. Cbrijiopber^ 
before dinner : being all the way agreably enter- 
tained, ¥rith a moft beautiful Profpcd: of both 
the Jflands^ as well as the Dutch Ifles of Eufta-^ 
fbia and Saba^ together with a Sky, that was 
|U)t too much clouded, and which of courfe in fo 
warm a Clime was variegated into fuch different 
Shapes and Colours, that my fruitful imagination 
could difcover in them. Mountains and Forefls, 
fhady Groves and fertile Plains, Rivers of Ice 
au)d Hillocks of Snow, Lakes and Promontories, 
with Lyons, Bears, Crocodiles, Buffaloes, and 
other flrange Animals ; all of which flruck my 

Fancy 
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Fancy widi fo bright and raptarous a dee as the 
greateft Philofopher had &arce «!vtr yet the hap^ 
pinefs to be touch'd wkh! In fhort, the ^ntfl: 
Pencfl dare not prefiime to paint out in Petlfe(3Jdn 
ib loVel]^ a Landfkip, if I may foe aJto^red the 
term. I do not think I ever iav^ there, one l!n^e 
Day, whidb i¥a8 entandy free from Clouds ^ fer 
dic^ tvere always ibme few to. be d)^^ed to- 
wards the £v»iing of the very cleareft, if not 
Ibotier. 

2. My Friend from Cbianne (which is about 
dgfac mUbs diibnt finoin Bajfe Terre) Mxording 
to promife ttiet and dined with me there^ before 
we fet forwards far his Houfe. At firft we rode 
th(ttxmgh nmny Sugar Plantations, till we came 
to the thick Woods, where now and then we 
pafled by a fmali Cotton Settlement, who& hum- 
ble and temperate PoHeflbr (Hermit like) lived 
by vertue of his own and three or jfbur Slavjts 
Labour, with £ir truer iatisfiuftion in his lonely 
Retirement, than can be found in Aateiy Palaces^ 
or in the moft extravagant and luxurious Cities, 
where (to ufe Milton\ Phrafe, book u line 496.) 

T*b€ noife 



Of Riot afcends above their loftieji lowers, 
And Injury and Outrage : and when "Night 
Darkens the Streets, then wander forth the Sons 
Of Belial fiown nvith tnfolence and fFine. 

B 4 Cotto^ 
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Cotton is a Shrub two yards high or better, that 
bears a fine Yellow Flower fhaped like a Bell : 
When this Flower drops off, it is fucceeded by a 
darkifh green, round, and tough Pod, of the iize 
of a commoo Walnut : The Pod, as foon as 
ripe, burfts open in ftrait lines that are feamed 
from top to bottom, in three or four feveral places 
at an equal diftance, cxpofing the white Cotton, 
which is then gathered by Negroes. {N. B. I 
ipeak of common Cotton, for in fome kinds of 
it the Pods are longifh.) 

3. We were delightfully ferenaded all along 
quite thorough thefe Woods by an infinite num- 
ber of Turtle Doves, whofe fofi: notes or cooing 
joined to the Verdure and Bloom of the Earth, 
Bufhes, and Trees, put me in mind of that paf- 
iage in Canticles, (viz. chap. ii. ver. 11, 12, 13.) 
Lo the Winter is paji, the Rain is over and gone : 
the Flowers appear on the Earth, the time offing- 
ing of Birds is come, and the voice of the T'urtle is 
heard in our Land : I'he Fig- tree puttetb forth 
her green Figs, and the Vines with their tender 
Grape give a goodfmell. To add to our pleafure, 
the Sea, at half a mile's diftance, beat gently 
againft the Rocks, caufing fuch eafy Murmurs, 
as were enough to lull to fleep any one who was 
fo inclined. Thefe with a fight of the Conorrhee 
Hills, towards which we drew near apace (and 
whofe vaft Rocks yielded Shrubs^ Corritoes, and 

other 
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other Plants of the AUoes kind) afforded us a 
quite different profpedt from that of the Morn- 
ing. 

4. The Sun began now to peep out from under 
a Cloud ; and indeed it fbon fhone fo very warmly, 
that we made what hafte we could to a deep GiU 
near to the Conorrbee Hills, that runs upwards 
from the Sea fhore about two hours travel. This 
Gill is large, and grows fleeper, the higher we go 
up from the Sea, being plentifiilly flocked with 
Palmetto or Wild Palm, (I never faw above two 
bearing Palm-trees ; they were bigger than my 
Body and thirty foot tall, but had bore no Datqs 
then) Piemento, Caffia Fifhila, Gum Alymnae, 
and other fragrant Trees, and Ever-greens, from 
top to bottom, which terminated at the Sea*fide 
with a long Grove of Manchineal Apple- trees. 
N. B. Our Trees are all Ever-greens ; for as fafl 
as one Leaf drops off another fucceeds it. Pal- 
metto is much fmaller but refembles nearly the 
bearing Palm-tree, which is exadly as we find it 
drawn out, and defcribed by Authors, Piemento 
is the Tree that yields Jamaica Pepper, alias 
AU-fpice ; its Leaves can fcarce be diflinguifhed 
from Bay-leaves, though of a much flrohger aro- 
matick fmcU : We there at Cbrijimas^ ufually 
adorn our Churches with fmall Boughs of it, the 
Fruit being then green upon them, jufl as your 
EngH/h Churches here are decked with Holly 

and j 
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smd iTy )tt that &cred Seafon ; ki a rich Soil it 

will grow to be fixty foot high 5 vide Xf^Wr 

R)gers's account of Juan Fernandez (an Ifland in 

tiie Soudi Sea) whofe Words in page 129, are as 

fbliow, viz. Piemento Trees are plenty here, and 

we fee fome of fixty foot high and about two 

yards thick ; and Cotton Trees higher, and near 

four ficthom round in the Stock. N. B. That at 

Nevis we have Cotton Trees of the fiinie fatt, and 

not much lefs in circumference of Body ; but as 

they yield little Cotton, and are fo very tall, we 

content ourfelves with gathering Cottcm firom the 

Shrub only, as mentioned in paragraph the feocmd 

of this Letter, Oaflia Fiftula is a ftrait-bodied 

Tree, thirty foot high, with ipreading Ranches, 

from which hang the Pods, that are of a dark 

brown colour, and about a foot long each ; it is 

not unlike a Sycamore. Gum Aljrmnae is a very 

kurge-bodied Tree that is at Icaft forty foot high, 

and the Gum oozes or diftills thorough the Bark 

like Rofin, for about three or four yards upwards 

from the bottom of the Tree all around it, which 

puts me in mind of Milton's Defoription of the 

Trees of Paradife, bookiv. line 248. viz. 

Groves wbo/e rich T'rees wept odorous Gums 
and Balm. 

m 

The Manchincal is like our Englijh dwarf Apple- 
tree 5 its Leaves, in Colour, Shape and Bigneft, 
are much the fiime with Englijk Pear-tree Leaves, 

but 
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but with a very thin ^utinous matter about both 
Sides of die Leaf; Jf a Leaf touches cHir Cheek, 
m riding along (he Road by them, I know experi- 
mentally that it will raife an immediate Blifter 
which ends in a Scab ; break a Bough, and there 
iilues out a milk-white Water, that is ftiU more 
poifimous : the Froit is much ranker Poiibn yet 
The Fruit is of the fize and (hape and fineU of 
mEngUJh Cx^h. ^ 

5. We travelled up the Gill or Gully about 
two hundred yards, and then fiite down in t 
cool Shade, upon the mofly Banks of a very little 
but exceedingly tranfparent River, that ran the 
whole length of it quite down to the Sea, regaling 
our fclves with (bme of the fweeteft Water I ever 
drank ; where we indulged our Souls with iboth-- 
ing difcourfe upon the Happinets of a retired ftate 
of life, conckiding that we wanted nothing juft 
then to render the place a mofl delicious Paradiie, 
but each of us a fair Eve^ and a fmall Cottage. 

6. Upon difcovering from thence thorough the 
Bou^ of the Trees two large Ships pafs by to- 
wards the Ifland of Eujiachia^ I could not help 
repeating out o£ Milton, book iv. line 1 59, 

■ As when to them who Jail 

Beyond the Cape of Hopej and now are paji ' 
Mozambique, off at Sea North^EaJi JVinds Mow 
Sab^an Odours from the Jpicy Shore 
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Of Arable the bleft^ withfucb delay 

Well pleas' d they Jlack their ccurfe^ and many a 
League 

. Pkas'd with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles. 

.k . 

As nocie of thefe Odours can be imelled at a di- 
fiance, fo they only help the Poet to a quaint SU 
mile now and then. Maundrell in his Travels 
from Aleppo to Jerufalemy (page 85.) docs infift, 
how the fine . ftory about the Apples of Sodom ^ 
that are by Authors (even of good note) confi- 
dently iaid to grow near to the Mare Mortuum, 
is a fidtion of the felf fame nature, (landing upon 
record for a beautiful allufion only. However I 
cannot help taking notice. That Milton, book 10. 
li(ie 560. makes ufe of this very allufion, in de- 
icribing the Punifhment of the fallen Angels, up- 
on iW^^'s return to Pandemonium^ after having 
feduced our firft Parents, viz. 

Greedily they plucked 

T'he Truitagefair to fight, like that which grew 
Near that bituminous Lake where Sodom fianCd\ 
T^bis more delufive, not the touchy but tajle 
Deceived', they fondly thinking to allay 
Their Appetite with gujl^ in/lead of Fruit 
Chew'd bitter Ajhes, which th' offended tafte 
With Jpattering Noife rejected : 

book 10. page 560. 
' 7. We 
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7. We had not refted there a quarter of an 
hour, before we heard a mock Trumpet ih'ike 
up a little above us, affording a moft melodious 
Sound, by help of the ecchoing Woods and Hills j 
which was inftantly fucceeded by a Concert of two 
Violins, a Bafe Viol, and a Haut-boy, with good 
Voices. To be plain, I was fb charmed with the 
Mufick, that [ almoft believed myieif to be fiid* 
denly tranipc»ted into enchanted Ground, and 
afked my Friend (who as well as myieif had iatc 
mute all the while) the meaning of it« He con-^ 
duded me about an hundred yards up higher, by. 
the fide of the fame Rivulet, where from a fmall 
Eminence, we had at forty yards difknce tho 
view of a Garden pretty regularly planted (I 
mean for that part of the World) with confidera*4 
ble Rows of Citron Shrabs, Lemon Shrubs, Or 
range-trees. Lime-trees, Coco, Shaddock, Pon^- 
granates, Cafhew-Cherries, called at Jamaiea 
Apples, Bonanoes and Plantains ; befides. Ana- 
nas or Pine- Apples, Tannio, India Pepper, Ocra, 
Indian Kale, Afparagus, Lettuces, and indeed all 
forts of European Roots and Herbs that will grow 
in (o vrarm a Latitude, particularly with Carrots 
and Turnips. Shaddock Fruit is the fhape ojf an 
Orange, and tafles not unlike it, though not with 
fo rich a Flavour ; it is of a beautiful Lemon co* 
lour, and as big as my two Fifls. The Lime 
Fruit is a kind of Crab or Bailard Lemon, and 

grows 
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grows on a Tree of the iize of a Codlin Apple-^ 
Tree^ being as big as a Golden Pippin but fbaped 
Ukc a Lemon. Pomgraiiates are fo ccmimon diat 
they want no Defcription. The Cafhew Cherry^ 
tree tefcmUe^ the Englijh Dwarf Apple-tree» but 
&e Leaves are of a much lighter yellowifli Greea$ 
die Cherry as to (bape is corneal, with the leficr 
cftd towards the flalk on which jt grows ; its bulk 
is liUce that of a midling Pear; its Cdour is gene-« 
laily ipeakiiTg of a deep Yellow, and fon^tizaes 
ofapaliihRdL At the outfide top of the Cherry 
(which &ems hoUowed a little by daine Nature 
kt that purpofe^) grows the Stone called at Ja^ 
minca a Nut, quite bare, in the exa6t fhape of a 
Sheets iCidney, and is about an inch long, am^ 
tttliing in it a large kernel of a fine taflej the 
Fruit has a hurih and very unconunon Flavour; 
which I never could admire 5 when our JVeft Jhdia 
young Ladies fancy themfelve» too ouich uxaieA 
with the fcorching Rays of the Sun, they gently 
icrape off the thin outfide Skin of fheScx>ne, ^Bui 
Aen rub their Faces all over with the Stone > 
Aeir Paces do immediately iwell, grow bkck» 
and the Skin being thus poifbned, wiB m five ei 
fix days time come entirely off the Face in lafgtf 
Pleaks, fb that they cannot appear in pubKdC 
under a ftiU fortnight, by which time their new 
Skin looks as fair as the Skin of a young Chik$i 
The ghdl of the Stone or Nut is poroifs, wherdtt 

is 
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is lodged a fharp Aromatick Oyl of a caufUck 

qwdity, which if accidentaUy tafted of^ occafion 

aa xuKsSy ien£uion feveiaL hours ; and this verjr 

Oyl is what takes off thc^Shin of the Face $ now 

though the thing is a&uaUy fadk, and hts^ttidj 

enoo^ praftioed^ I do not caM to mind above one 

Lady who owned that fliehcrfelf had triedit; {bn 

£ud, tbat the whole operatioa was painful, but 

alas! What will not Pride attempt? As tfaefe 

fiones are not very uaoommon at Lambny I woii* 

dcr dkat fbmt of our BatgUp Ladies vrho uie all 

other Jezd>eUArts to iet odBT their brown Cooi^ 

pleanws to the utmofl advantage^ do not tr)r 

this^ Experiment. Yon find an account of Coco*-- 

trees m para^ph 23 of this. Letter. Bonano it 

a Emit of feor or five inches long, the fizc as 

weH as fliape of a midling Cucumber, of a higlk 

and gcatefiil flavour, and you. wilL meet with aa 

aceooot of the Tree itielf in para^ph 18 of this; 

Letter. The Fruit grows in Bunches that weigh 

%dbzea poiMkkr Hantaia is exa£tiy like the Bo*> 

nano in all re^)eds, except that its Fruit has aOf 

infipjd^tafte; I h^id ahxioA £)rgot to acquaint you, 

Aat vre itere ha¥e'(^nty. of Cabbages, that in my 

opinion are fuU as good as HaigUjh Coliy-flowecs.;. 

^bey are not propagated by Seed like cairns, but 

in fsuriy weather we flip off the Sprouts frouK 

the Od^bage-ftumps, winch being fhick mto the; 

grofUKlv^icb k juiiiiien dug up^&rtfaatpurpofc, 

do 
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do immediately grow into Cabbages that have no 
rank Smell. Ananas or Pine- Apples are fo com- 
mon at Cbelfea and other fine Gardens here in 
England J that they need no defcription, and I 
fhall refer you to Laurence^ Miller, Sir Hans 
Sloan, and other books that treat of Gardening* 
I had like to have forgot to acquaint you, that 
there was then a large company of Gentlemen 
and Ladies Scorn Baje Terre, diverting themfelves 
with Dancings Singing, Cards, &c. in the Garden, 
and that we had the pleafure of looking at tlieml 
thorough the Trees for a confiderable time, with- 
out being difcovered at all. Dr. George Baglivi 
aflerts^ That as vaApuglia (in Italy) the manured 
Fields are plentifully ftocked with Olives, Vines, 
and Wheat; fo are the unmanured ones with 
Rofemary, Sage, Penny-royal, and Thyme, the 
oommon Pafturage of the Animals of that Coun* 
try. I fuppofe you know that Peach-trees, Myrtle, 
&c. grow wild in Virginia and Maryland -, and 
that there are whole Fields of Parfely growing 
wild at Bermudas. 

8. Biit to proceed. The Evening drawing on, 
it was time to take leave of this fweet delightfpl 
l^n^ mount our Horfes, and make the beil of 
our way for my Friend*s Houfe at Cbianne, where 
we fefely arrived about an hour after, coafting it 
all along thither ; that is to fay, having the jit^ 
l^ntick Ocean clofe by on our right hand, and 

the 



LETTER II. 33 

the vafl: Comrrbee Hills on our left i whofe ^ir« 
ing tops then touched the Clouds^ and feemed to 
rife to that hei^t in an almoft perpendicular 
Line. 

9* Next Morning we bufied ourielves with an 
agreeable Diveriion, n)iz. catching a good Di(h of 
Cray-fifhes out of Cbiarme River (or more pro^ 
perly fpeaking Brook, it being not above four or 
five yards wide, and (hallow, but wondrous clear 
and limpid,) which we poifoned with green To- 
bacco pounded, and mixed with unflacked Lime. 
N. B. We have no River Cray-Fifhes at Nevis^ 
Antigua^ or Montferrat. The Poifon was fo 
ifa-ong, that ieveral of the Cray-fifhes adually 
crept out of the Water to fhun it, which I own 
furprized me not a little ; but my Friend aflured 
me, that it was a common thing. We afterwards 
dined upon them (with feveral other more fub- 
ftantial Difhes) under the fhade of a fpreading 
Tamarind-tree, enjoying with the higheft guft 
the cool Breezes that blew ftom off the Sea, 
which was there, fcarce a mile ftom us. Clofe 
by were fbme Calabaih-trees, that ierved to make 
a finall Grove. The Calabafh-tree is ftiU as big 
and as ^reading as a large Apple-tree : The Fruit 
is pretty near the fize of a man's Head, round 
like a Boy's Marble, and of no ufe but for Pu©c|r* 
Bowb, after the infide (which is not eatable^ is 
careftilly icooped out, when it is almoft as thin 
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and light as the thickeft Brown Paper : I fent 
your Univerfity one of them along with my 
Shells. Spoons, Bowls, and other Utenfils for 
Slaves to eat out of are made of them, as I hear, 
at Barhadoe^. 

10. I went the following Day to the next 
Parifli on a Vifit to another Acquaintance who 
lived about a quarter of a Mile or better from the 
Sea Shore, on the fide of the great Mountain, 
which juft there rofe up very gradually j and after 
a Abort Paufe, I found that it (as well as our Nevis 
Mountain) did in a good meafurc refemble Af/V/w's 
Defcription of the lofty Hill which ferved as a 
mound to Paradife ; vid. book iv. line 131. 

So on hefares^ and to the border comes 
Of Eden y where delicious Paradife 
Now nearer y crowns with her EnekJUre green 
As with a rural mound the Cbampain Head 
Ofajieep Wildemefs^ whofe hairy fdes 
With thicket overgrown ^ grotefque and wild^ 
Accefs denfd\ and over head upgrew . 
. Infuperable height of loftiejl Jkade^ 
Cedar y and Pine ^ and Firry andbranchingPalm^ 
A Silvan Scene y and as the Ranks afcend 
Shade above Shade p a woody Theater 
Ofjlateliejl view. Tet higher than their tops 
T'he verdurous JVall of Paradife npjprung ': 

Which 
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Whtcb to our general Sire gave proJpeSl large 
Into his nether Empire neighbouring round. 

11. Now in order to prove this refemblancc, 
I muft acquaint yon, that very early the next 
Morning we mounted our Horfcs, and rode up 
to the Wood Sides, that are above a mile diftant 
from the Sea Sands 5 where we alighted juft as 
Pbabus in his bright Car fprung forth out of 
Thtis's Lap to gild the Mountain Sides with his 
welcome Beams, being ten of us in number, viz. 
four White Men and fix Negroes, well armed 
with Piftols and Cutlafies to defend us in cafe of 
Deed, againft run-away Slaves. 

12. Being ftripped to our Waftecoats, our Af- 
cent thorough the thick Woods (which fwarm 
with wild Monkies who venture down in the 
dark Night to fteal Potatoes and other Provifions 
with fo much cunning or craft as to give rife to 
feveral ftrange incredible Stories about them ;) our 
Afcent I fay, from being more gradual, loon be- 
came very fteep indeed, and I took notice that 
the higher we travelled up, the fteeper it was . 
and not only fo, for the large Trees began to 
dwindle and grow fliorter. Some time before we 
had paffed by the laft of thefe Trees, we entered 
among the Qouds, which felt raw and cold, 
not unlike ^o an Englijh Fog in a Winter's 
Morning. ^^r 

C2 I-^.^tOtOk^ 
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1 3 . From thefe Woods quite to the top (that 
is to fay, the fpace of ahnoft half a mile^ were 
no Trees at all, and very rarely a Bufh, the 
Ground being fo moift and wond'rous doping 
that it would bear nothing better than wild Pines, 
and other fuch unprofitable Plants, or Weeds : 
By the term wild Pines, I mean a fort of Anana 
alias Pine-Apple-Plants that never bear Fruit. 
We were now in the thickefl: of the Clouds, and 
the Wind blowing fomewhat frefh, it took off 
my Hat, which was however foon retaken by a 
nimble and as I thought, venturcfome Black Fel- 
low. Somewhat higher up we difcovered at a 
little diilance a Hut that undoubtedly belonged to 
fome run-away Negroes ; there was a finall Gut 
or Gully between it and us, but to fpeak truth we 
wef e too weary to go out of our way to vifit it. 
We could plainly difcern a few Foofc-fteps of fome 
<:loven-hoofed Beafts, and guefled them to be 
young Heifers that had been ilolen, and drove 
thither by the run-away Negroes 3 though by the 
by let me tell you, I can by no means conceive 
how Heifers could poffibly clamber up a Preci- 
picCj where we ourfelves were very hard put to 
it to afcend for fteepnefs, even by helping up 
each other : In fhort, there muft be fome other 
and much eafier way for them to clamber up, 
though unknown to us. 

14. After 
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14. After having refted us about two or three 
times from the Woodfide where we quitted our 
horfes, we at laft with &tigue enough arrived at 
the top. Many clouds were at leaft half a mile 
beneath our feet then, and as foon as they blew 
away, veas opened to us a lovely view of the 
lower Woods, Plantations, Houfes, and Gardens; 
befides an unbounded ProipeA of the Atlantick 
Ocean, and the Englijh Ifland of St. Bartholomew 
at a great diilance. The top was a finall Plain 
not three hundred yards wide, that befides long 
deadifh coloured Grafs, produced nothing at all 
but here and there a diminutive Bufh, whofe 
Boughs we found upon trial to be wondrous 
brittle and inclining to Rottenneis, and having its 
Leaves of a dull and faded green ; all of which 
was no doubt occafioned by the Inclemency of 
Air, and Coldnefs (and of courfe Badnefs) of Soil 
in that upper Region. Upon the other fide of 
this top ( which we could not for a reafon given 
in Paragraph 17. come at in our journey up that 
fide of the Mountain) may be diftindly feen in a 
dear day the Iflands of Nevis y Montferrat^ Eujia- 
cbta^ and Sabay which had almofl: made me con-* 
ceit myfelf feated upon that fuppofed Hill of Eden 
whereon jiJam had a vifionary view of the whole 
Earth as defcribed book 1 1. line 385. 

His eye might there command whereever Jiood 

City^ of old or modern fame ; the Seat 

C3 Of 
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Ofmightiefi Empire ^^ from the dejlirid Walls 
OfCambalu^ Seat ofCatbaian Cam\ 
Jlnd Samarch and by Oxus^ lemirs I'brone j 
To Pegmn of Sine an Kings : and thence 
To y^ay and Lahor^ of great Moguls 
Down to the golden Cberfonefe : or where 
lie Perfian in Ecbatanfate ; orjince 
In Hijpahan : or where the Ruffian-Kfar 
Jh MofcoWy or the Sultan in Btizance^ 
Tlurchefian born : nor could his eye not ken 
T*h' Empire of Negus y to his utmojl Port 
ErcocOy and the lefs maritim Kings ; 
Monbaza and ^iloa, and Melind^ 
And Sofala (thought Ophir) to the Realm 
Of Congo y and Angola^ far theji South : 
Or thence from Niger Flood to Atlas Mounts 
T'he Kit^doms of Almanzor^ Fez^ and Sus^ 
Morocco and, Algiers, and Ttrendfeny 
Or Europe thence ^ and where Pome was tofway 
7*he World: in Spirit perhaps healfofaw 
Rich Mexico, the Seat ofMontezume, 
And Cufco in Peru, the richer Seat 
OfAtabalipa\ and yet unfpoiV d 
Guiana, whofe great City GeryotCs Sons 
Call EP Dorado. 
I do npt fuppofe there was any Sea Profp^dl from 
that lofty Hill of Eden whereon Adam had a vifio-. 
nary view, C^c. fo that I fpeak in relation to height 
and diftance only : Though upo^ recoUeiajpnjj 
I think he might, 

X5^ 
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1 5. This Plain ended at the Verge of a vaft 
and deep Cavity, which I (hall now de(cribe in 
the eafiefl and bed method my parts and memory 
will allow of. This Cavity feems by the eye 
about a Mile in circumference, is exactly round, 
and the infide as fteep as could be defcended into, 
and that not without the help of the Shrubs and 
Bu/hes growing in it, and but in two places only. 
I looked down into it with Horrour, obferving 
large and continual Clouds of Steam to arife up 
from the hot Veins of Sulphur, Brimftone, Gfr, 
with which the bottom of it every where abound- 
ed. The infide of this prodigious Cavity ( for at 
leaft half way downwards ) was folid rock over- 
run with very (hort blackifh Mofs ; and the Rim 
at Top, except in that part of it which joyned to 
and indeed made part of the plain, was not above 
twenty, or perhaps in one or two places fcarce 
ten yards wide. 

1 6. A furiong or better off on our left hand 
towards the South Eaft upon this Rim, is a large 
rocky Mount called Mount Mifery from a rafti 
fool-hardy Perfon, who in attempting to get up 
(o fteep a Precipice fell backwards, and met with 
Pbaeton*s deftiny of courfe. It is the higheft 
point of Land on St. Cbrifiofiber\ and by the in- 
habitants is computed to mcafiire from the Sea 
fide a perpendicular mile and a half : however, 
I cannot think it fo high by a full quarter of a 
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mile. This huge Mountain is in the midft of a 
long chain of leiler and lower ones that run in the 
middle of the Ifland from the moft Wefterly part 
of it almofl: as far as the Salt-pond Hills, juft as 
the backbone in a Fifli reaches from the tail to 
the Head. 

17. But to proceed : we travelled upon this 
narrow Rim, with a frightful Precipice on each 
fide of us, for the ^ce of three hundred yards 
( as near as I can recollect at this diflance of time) 
South Weft, till we came to a very large fingle 
Rock, that took up the entire Breadth of the Rim, 
and of courfe obftradled our farther paflage there- 
on. It was as equilateral, and almoft as finooth 
a triangular Pyramid, as if it had been cut out 
by the Chizel of a fkilful Workman ; and from 
Angle to Angle, I believe it might meafure at 
leaft feven or eight yards : it was ibmewhat 
blunted, or rather broken off at top, and about 
one third part downwards from the top, it was 
feemipgly cracked quite thorough fideways : The 
Rock was of a reddifh colour, refembling the red 
part of Oriental Granite, and like Granite too fb 
cxtreamly hard, that the Steel point of a ftiarp 
Cutlafs would ( by help of the flrongeft Arm ) 
fcarce make a vifible impreflion on it, To be 
rightly underftood, I muft inform you, That 
jj^dounf Mifery taking up ( on the Eaftern Side ) 
the whole breadth of the Riin ^djoyning to it§ 
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foot^ and that this triangular P3rramid doing the 
fame on the Weftern Side, we could walk but 
half way round it on the North Side which wc 
went up on, and confequently that ( befides the 
bwer Woods, Plantations, Houfes and Gardens) 
we could from thence fee nothing but the Athm^ 
tick Ocean and the Ifland of St. Bartholomew : 
whereas, if a man goes up on the South Side of 
this Mountain, in a bright and clear Day, he has 
a diftind: view of the lilands of Nevis, Montferraf^ 
Eujiacbia and Saba that are two Dutch Settle- 
ments; befides the lower Woods, Plantations, 
Houfes and Gardens in that Quarter of the Ifland, 
becaufe he may walk in a Semicircle from Mount 
Mijery quite to the triangular Pyramid on his fide 
of the Top, as we did on ours. 

id. At the Bafe An^e adjoyning to the vaft 
Cavity grew a large and thick spreading buffa, 
through which we ventured to defcend one after 
another, laying all along upon our Bellies, and fb 
carefiiUy Aiding down fourteen or fifteen yards 
lower itill by the help of ibme wild China Roots 
which we clung fafl: to^ till we got iafe to mpre 
Bu(hes, that lafted for twenty or thirty yards 
farther: By which time, we found ourfelves 
fecurely landed in a Wood of wild Bonanoes, 
that opportunely to our thirfl:, were ready to 
gratify our Palate with mofl clear and excellent 
Water, which ran out; from them, upon flicking 
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in a Penknife juft where the Leaves ( that arc 
about two yards long and a full foot broad in 
the middle ) do joyn to the top of the Body of 
the Tree, and fo make a iinall hollow between 
them, as it were on purpofe to receive the BlelT- 
ingsof Heaven, v/2;. the Rain and the Dew. 
Thefe wild Bonanoes bear neither Boughs nor 
fruit, and have this remarkable fingularity attend- 
ing them,^/2;. That they are Annuals, dying 
quite to the Ground every Autumn, and (hooting 
up again from the Roots in the Spring, till 
they arc bigger than a man's Thigh. The bearing 
fort are Annuals too, as well as without boughs ; 
an account of their Fruit you have in Paragraph 
7 of this Letter. And as for the Trees them- 
felves, you may fee fomc of them, as alfo fbme 
Sugar Canes, growing in Dr. fTalker^s Garden 
at your College, in the Phyfick Garden at Cbel/ea, 
and in that of Oxford. The Body of them both 
is fo ftrangely porous that we do not give it the 
name of Wood ; nor indeed does it merit the 
Name, for a Man with a good fharp Hatchet, 
may cut itAcafily thorough at a fingle flroak ; 
it is ufually between two and three yards long^ 
and grows at a diftancc from the Searfide. 

19. This Wood (befides many other kinds 
that arc peculiar to fo warm a Latitude) was 
plentifully (locked with Mountain Cabbage-trees, 
which as moft Authors do odly mifreprcient, 
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I {hs\\ now defcrlbe as they really are. They are 
called Moantain Cabbages at Nevisy becaufe they 
always are found pretty high in our Mountain 
there s and if any of them did formerly grow in 
our lower Grounds, they are now entirely de- 
itroyed. ff^oods Bogers^ page 131. tells us, that at 
Juan Fernandez (an Ifland in the South Sea, in 
Latitude 34. 10. South ) The Cabbage -trees 
abound about three miles in the Woods, and the 
Cabbage is very good ; mod of them are on the 
tops of the nearefl: and lowefl: Mountains. 

20. People hqre in England run away with 
the following notions, viz ; That they grow to 
fixty feet in hei^t ; That they bear a Cabbage 
exa^Iy reieml:ding our's in Colour, Shape and 
Tafle, though vaftly exceeding them in bulk as 
being larger than a Winchefter Bu(hel ; and that 
their Bodies ferve for Foils in our Sugar-Mills. 
One of my Parifhioners in the Wejt Indies afTured 
me, that in the Spanijh liland of Porto Rico 
(whither be and fome more Rafkals went, in 
order to plunder a Church and Convent during 
Queen jinn's Wars with France and Spain^ but 
were well beaten, and moft of them who ven-^ 
tured to land killed) he faw them fixty foot high 
at leaft : However he owned them to be the felf 
fitme in all other relpecSs with thofe growing at 
Nevis and Saint Cbri/lcpber% and added that the 
Soil there was infinitely preferable to our's, which 
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beyond queftion occafioned the difference in their 
height. As for my part, I faw none that ex- 
ceeded thirty feet in height ; However, they 
grow to fixty in Jamaica^ as well as at Porto Ricth 

21. It is I think, very improperly termed by 
us Cabbage ; it being about three Feet in lengthy 
no thicker than my wrift, of a palifh green 
colour, a little piked juft at the end, and grows 
<mt of the top of the body of the Tree among' 
the Boughs. It is cut in two in the middle, and 
fix of the pieces being tyed together refemble a 
fhort green Faggot, and it is fold in our Market^ 
which by unavoidable neceffity is kept every Sun-- 
day Morning, from Sunrifing till nine a clock. 
The hard outfide of this Stick (as I would term 
it) is taken off; and then the fofter infide or Pith, 
which may be above an inch in Diameter, is 
boyled, and fo ferves inflead of Turnips (or if you 
pleafe to call it fo. Cabbage) to boyled Mutton, 
Pork &c. It is of a whitifli Colour, and tafles 
fomething like the bottom of an Artichoke, 
though with a much finer Flavour. 

22. I do not deny their Bodies to be almofl 
thick enough for Mill-Pofts ; but I infifl, that 
the Wood is far too porous : and befides, the 
Gentlemen of Nevis and Saint Chrijicpher's would 
never have purchafed at a dear rate ( to ferve as 
Pofls to their Houfes and Sugar-Mills) Iron Wood 
and Lignum Vitse, which were brought from far 
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diftant Iflsmds ( viz. Defeada^ St. Bartholomew^ 
Santa Cruz &c. ) for that purpofe, provided Cab- 
bage-trees, which they might have had for cut- 
ting up and carrying a few miles home, would 
have done for fuch an ufe. To be fincere and 
plain, I take Cabbage-trees to be wild Coco's 
which do not bear Nuts, for they exactly refem- 
ble them in all other relpedts : Salmon in his 
Eaftern Hiflory £tys the fame. 

23. The very higheft of the Coco's which do 
bear Nuts that I ever faw, might ( both in Body 
and the Boughs that always fprout upwards and 
fpreading from the top of the Body ) amount to 
forty Feet in height, that is to fay, the Body to 
thirty, and the Boughs to ten. The Body is the 
exadl fhape of an Apothecary's large Iron Peflle, 
viz. of an equal thicknefs at top and bottom, but 
fomewhat fmaller in the middle ; its colour is of 
a pale Brown, and the Bark fmooch. The Boughs 
are of a mofl lively Yellow, fbrait, and tapering 
like an Angle Rod; having two rows of green 
leaves that are very narrow though a foot long 
apiece, ( except for a little way towards the fxnal- 
ier end ) and dofe fet together the whole length 
of the Boughs. The Nuts hang at the top of the 
Body in about a dozen in a Clufler, and may I 
believe weigh fifteen pounds, or better; The 
ftringy fubflance M^hich holds them being wond- 
rous tough, and thicker than my middle Finger. 

One 
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One fingularity of this Tree is, that it is foil as 
big when it firft arifes out of the Barth, as when 
it is thirty years old : I have fcen them thicker 
than my Body, when they were but three foot 
high ; and you will eafily fuppofe, that the Boughs 
are then proportionally (hort, and of courfe muft 
naturally lengthen, juft as the Tree advances in 
age ; N. B. common Afparagus fhoots out of the 
ground in the felf fame manner, their Roots are 
but tough Fibres refembling the Roots of our 
EnglifliMulbery-trees. Their Boughs are fccured 
together at bottom by brown ftringy Threads,- 
(about the fize of ordinary Packthread) that grow 
out of them ; and indeed for about a foot fpace 
from the top ojT the Body of the Tree upwards, 
thefe ftringy Threads are fo interwove, that they 
lay full as regularly up and down, and crofs each 
other, as any coarfe Linnen Cloth poflibly can. 
You have doubtlefs feen many of the Shells of 
thefe N4ts, tipped with Silver, for drinking out 
of. The common Pidlure of the Tree is very 
like it ; And if I do not greatly miftake, there 
was one of them in 1728. growing at Chelfea 
Garden, in the Hot-houfe called Barbadoes. 

24. Cocoa-tree is the Chocolate Nut-tree, 
and in my time was fcarce enough in our Englijh 
Iflands, but grew in whole Groves on the Spanijh 
Main land, eipecially on the Coaft of CarraccaSy 
as alfo upon the liland of Porto Rico. It nearly 
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rcfembles our Englijh dwarf Apple-tree, both in 
Body and Boughs ; but the Leaf which is of a 
deep Green, is confiderably larger and longer 
than our Apple-tree Leaves. The Nuts, whicli 
are the colour (and about the bulk) of an Almond 
Kernel, do hang fifteen or fixteen together, by a 
iinall ffaringy film inclofed in a Pod, that is the 
iize and (hape of a large Cucumber, and is peeked 
at the upper end. This Pod when thoroughly 
ripe IS of a beautiful yellow Colour, and ilreaked 
in ieveral places with blood-red long Spots : when 
dried, it (hrivels up, and turns to a deep brown 
colour ; I think I gave one of them to Dr. IFood-- 
ward^s CoUedion, along with my Shells. Dr. Bar^ 
clay { in his Univerfal T'raveller ) tells us that the 
BlofToms of this Fruit are yellow ; but I do not 
remember, that I ever faw the tree in bloom ; 
and indeed the tree is fo fcarce, that I believe we 
had not above a icore of them growing at Nevis^ 

25. But let us proceed on our Journey. Wc 
kept on in a very fteep defcent down thorough 
this Wood of Cabbage-trees Qf^, quite to the bot- 
tom of the aforementioned huge Cavity, which 
led us into an uneven fpot of ground, confiding 
of thirty Acres and upwards. At our entrance 
( clofe by on our right hand ) was an exceeding 
large Rock that weighed many tuns, jetting out 
of the fide of the Hill ; and at the bottom part 
of this Rock, were three or four round holes in 
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the Earth, full as wide as my Hat crown, out 
of which ifliicd feft very hot Steams (like the 
Smoak out of Chimnies,) that tinged the holes 
all about their Edges with feemingly very fair 
Brimftone : And to fpeak our thoughts inge- 
nuoufly, we did not care to come nearer them 
than fix or feven yards, leaft the ground fliould 
prove fp hollow, as to fink in and bury us before 
we were dead* 

26. Our firft entrance upon this uneven fpot, 
was by crofliing a little plain which was fo fnU 
phureous that it would bear nothing but deadifh 
coloured long Grafs or rather Weeds, with a few 
ihort, and brittle, or rottenifli Bufhes : At laft 
we arrived at what is vulgarly called the DeviPt 
Coppers on a hill fide; there were two or three 
of them, two yards afunder from each other in 
an almoft diredt line, and they were each tliree 
foot in diameter; we had no convenience for 
plumming them ; however they feemed not to 
be very deep, and had but a fmall ftream running 
from them, which loofes itfelf among the long 
Grals : the Water in them was of a mud colour, 
and rofe to within a foot of the furface of the 
ground, boiling fiercer than ever I law a Sugar 
Copper, and fending up very ftrong Clouds of 
Steam into the Air ; no kind of Grafs would 
grow within twelve yards of them, the Soil 
being wholly Sulphur, and fo exceflive hot, that 
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we immediately perceived it to be warm, tho- 
rough thick Shoes that we had bought on purpofe 
for this expedition. A Negro-man was ftrangely 
frighted^ and altered bis black colour to yellow-* 
iih at firft fight of them ; we could not difTuade 
him j&om believing that Jumbee (that is to fay 
the Devil) had his refidence underneath them. 
We ftood above two yards oflFfrom them. 

27. Some of our company went confiderably 
£irther up the Hill^ where they difcovered no- 
thing new, but only found a continuation of this 
iiilphurous Earth, with large quantities here and 
there of pure Brimilone, fbme of which they 
brought away, not only as a ipecimen to ihow 
their Neighbours (very few of whom were at 
h much pains to undergo for Curiofity's iake 
this £itiguing Journey,) but Ukewife for real ufe. 
The reft of us defcended back to the Plain, on 
the fbuth fide whereof was a Pond about forty 
yards over, and knee deep, that had no Springs, 
but is plentifully fupplied by the Rains, which 
in that warm Latitude fall fb heavily that no 
body flirs out of doors in them, unlefs compelled 
to it by unavoidable necefiity. As I was dirty all 
over firom head to foot by fcramblingupanddown 
fo many Precipices, I walked into and fate down 
in it, on purpofe to wafh myfelf clean, which I 
fbon did : Upon cutting up a piece of Clay from 
the bottom that condfled entirely of it, I found 
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it to my great furprize as beautifully veined n 
the fineft hard CaMe Soap ; and indeed I (hould 
not be found guilty of an Hyperbole, in aflert^^ 
ing it to look as fair as the niceft poliihcd blue 
veined Marble^ 

28k Near to this Pond grew a convenient bed 
of common Rufhes, upon which we ipread our 
Table-cloth, and then fitting down around it 
each Gentleman on his Cloak crofs'^legged, (that 
is to lay Turkifh or Taylor fafhion,) we made 
a hearty Dinner upon a quarter of cold roafted 
Lamb with a good Sallad, wifhing a health to 
all our Friends round this great Mountain in' a 
gkfs of rich Madeira Wine : And after dinner we 
iate two hours at leail to refrefh Nature which 
was a little fatigued^ making what Obfervations 
we could upon io lonefome, and if I may be in« 
dulged in the terfii> beauteouily difmal fitu-> 
ation. 

29. At firfl: the Sky was perfectly dear and 
i^ene^ and we perceived feveral Mountain Kites 
(not unlike the English ones as near as we could 
guefs, it fifty or fixty yards difUnce) hovering 
over our heads ; but in a quarter of an hour or 
lefs, the Clouds ifeU down the vaft cavity apacts 
almofl clofe to us, rendering the Air on a fuddeit 
raw and cold : After a hafty and heavy (howctf 
of rain that once more wafhed me clean , they 
nK>unted up again out of the top or rim of the 
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Cavity, and (o vani(hed till the Sky was as clear 
as before. I (aw very few fmall Birds there (not 
above twenty I believe,) and none of the Englifh 
kind. N. B. That at Nevis and St. Q)riJiopher\ 
we have a few Birds called Mountain-Thrufhes, 
that are wondrous fat, and refemble the Englifh 
ones; and at the Sun's declenfion towards the 
Tropick of Capricorn from the Equator, we are 
vifited by a few Swallows. Our other Birds are 
a (mall kind of Screech Owls, Noddies, Spoon- 
fiiils. Pelicans, Boobies, common Pidgeons, two 
or three (brts of wild Pidgeons, Ground-Doves a 
beautiful fi^t of bird, and Humming- Birds : In 
the du/k of the Evening we have fome Batts fly- 
ing about ; but it was never my fortune to knock 
down one, though I em[^yed a fharp-fighted 
and nimble Negro feveral times for that purpofe. 
We every quarter of a minute heard an odd tho* 
regular and periodical noife (which founded ex^ 
a^y like the creaking of a Sugar-mill, or Cart 
when it wanes greafing) from two or three differ 
rent places that were not very far from us, tho' 
we coukl not poflibly find out the^raufe of it \ and 
I took notice that we could not hear this noiib 
near fi> diftindtly at the bottom where we dined^ 
as we did about forty or fifty yards before we 
came down to it, though it feemed to proceed 
irhdly from the bottom. We beheld continual 
Clouds of Steam arifing out of tbe Veins of Sul- 
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phur, Brimftonci and hot breathing holes, upon 
which (as I faid before) I looked down with hor- 
rour from the Rim or Verge at the top of this Ca- 
vity. Many of the Rocks on ail fides round us 
were of fuch ibange uncouth (hapes, as would I 
am apt to think, have puzzled an expert Geometri- 
cian to delineate : And beneath thefe monflrous 
Rocks, were thick Woods quite down to the 
aforementioned uneven Plain. In fhort ; a Man 
who would make farther Difcoveries, and giv^ 
a more accurate deicription of this Place, fhould 
carry along with him a Tent to ileep in, and fo 
ipend two or three days there. What aks! fig- 
nifies a two hours vifit to fuch a Place ? 

30. This Cavity firom top to bottom (upon a fe- 
rious review of it after dinner) could not exceed 
three hundred yards in perpendicular depth in my 
own opinion, though the reft of my Companions 
contended ftrenuouily for more ; and indeed it was 
meerly to comply with them that I allowed fo 
much,, for it certainly could not poflibly exceed 
two hundred and twenty yards : It chagrines me 
to think that a Traveller muft either forego Truth 
in ibme cafes, or elfe difter with his Company. 
However, upon maturely weighing the whole 
ftate of this Mountain, we unanimoufly agreed, 
that it muft be on fire underneath us, and that 
this Cavity where we then fiite was formerly 
(perhaps ages ago) occafioned by fome ftirious 
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and dreadful Eruption^ when it might be a Vol- 
cano for a while, like Mtna^ VefuviuSy or Strom-^ 
bdo. Before thefe Iflands were inhabited by Eu^ 
ropeahSy the Cbaribees their ancient Natives were 
entire flrangers to all forts of Literature, and of 
courfe muf); want Annals to tranfhiit down to 
Poflerity fo memorable an Occurrence. And here, 
a difficult Quaery does naturally arife, viz. What 
Right had we to difpoflefs the honefl Cbaribees 
of it,who are now almofl extindt in race, and con* 
£ned to the fbrry Ifland of Dtminico ; nay, I late- 
ly heard from a Surgeon aboard a Ship of Sir 
Cbaloner Ogle*s Squadron who touched there. That 
the French have lately made a Settlement at Z)^ 
mimco ; fo that I fuppofe the poor Remains of 
the Cbaribees^ mufl fbon pack up their alls, and 
be gone to fome one of the uninhabited Iflands. 
To deal pl^ly with you, I do. not remember 
any Chriflian mle that does in the lowefl degree 
countenance fuch cruel adts, nor did I ever yet 
meet with a Cafuifl, who durfl take up the Cud- 
gels to defend them ; and our Anceflors who dif* 
pofiefTed them are not juflifiable : Nay, to per- 
petrate fvich Adtions under the fpecious title or 
pretence of civilizing them, does in my mind 
vaiUy enhaunce the horrid Crime. But enough 
upon, that Topick for the prefent, bccaufe I de- 
fign to make it the bufinefs of my next Letter to 
demooflrate, that we of this Century do tread in 
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the Fooiyfteps of our Anceftoirs who di^fleflbd 
the honeft Charibees. 

31. We returned back again the fame way, 
and after a long day's fati^^ readied my Friend's^ 
Houfe juft as it grew du^dfh ; where I ikyed 
three or four days, and then travelled home ta* 
Nmisy where I &&ly arrived without any thing 
extraordinary happening to me. Father OvaUe. 
fays, that on the top o{ the Cordillera or Moun^ 
tains of jiftdesy they c»not fee the Country be« 
low for Cbuds, though the Slcy over their heads 
is dear and bright, and the Sun (hines with admi-^ 
lahle beauty. It was the £une caie with us on th& 
top now at our return from the Cavity, £>r about 
the fpace of four or five minutes ^ and had cm 
Mountain been as high as the C$rJiIkray it might 
have continued fo for as many Days, or perhapa 
Weeks together. Not but that the Clouds blow 
quite over the fiimmits of the higheft Mountaitis, 
fiicji as the Cerdtlleray Alps^ Pyrenees ^ Apemtineij 
&c* W^di Roger Sy page 2 1 , infifts. That they 
fiiw the Pico ^eneriff pkin but once whilfl they 
continued at the Port of Oratavay it being gene^ 
rally clouded ; you may (adds he) often fee tho 
top above the Clouds, when the reft is all cover* 
ed vnth them. 

32. N. B. In my Parifli of 8t. John m the 
Ifland of Nevisy llierc is a eonfideraUe (pot of 
fhlphnrous ground on the fouth fide, at Ae up- 
per 
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per end of a deep rupture in the earth vulgarly 
called Sulphur Gut, which is fb exceffire hot 
(like that near the Devils Q^pers in St. Chrift%^ 
pber'%) as to make us immediately feel it thorough 
our Shoe Soals. And I ihuft farther afTure you^ 
That two Doctors (niy particular acquaintance) 
were (b curious as to bury fame Eggs about an 
inch deep in that fpot for the (pace of three or four 
minutes, in which finall time they were full as 
hard quite thorough, as boyling or roafting could 
make them. 

33. At the foot of a declivity adjoining to the 
fouth fide of Charles Town our Metropolis, we 
have a little hot River called /i^ Bath (fuppoied 
to flow from the aforementioned Sulphur-ground, 
which i^ not above three quarters of a mile high- 
er up in the Country) that runs half a mile or 
better before it loofes itfelf in the $ea-<iand^. I 
knew a Negro Boy who was fent down from 
Barhadois to Nmt for that very purpofe (after 
bttng twkx fativated in vain) cured of a very bad 
LeproTy l^ ufing it 5 and indeed all diftemperdi 
People both Whites and Kacks find great benefit 
by ]ft : The Salivations had cauied the Boy to 
break out in mnning Sores or Ulctrs all over from 
hetdto foot, and they being added to the Leprofy^ 
made him a fad (ruefiil) fpedaade; howev^-, \»j 
drinking and wa(hing three or four times a day, 
fibr an hour at kaft each time, fai the water of this 
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River, he went back to his Mailer found and clean 
at two months end. This is a confirmation of what 
. Sir Ham Sloan izjSy in page 45,: of his Voyage to 
yamaica^ viz. The Bath is here taken notice of by 
ibme Travellers, as Harcourt^ and Smith. The 
£rft iays it cures the Leprofy, and is good in 
Coughs, it curing the Author, who drank and 
bathed. It alfo remedies burning with Gunpow- 
der, and fwelled/ Legs, Har courts Purcbas^ 44. 
The fecond tells us. That it cured Men in two 
or three days, who were tormented with a burn- 
ing fwelling, as fcalding from the Dew of Trees, 
Smith*s Obf. pag. ^y. I guefs, that Smith means 
here Manchineal Trees, under whofe (hade fome 
of his Men had inconfiderately lain down for re- 
pofe, orftoodtoeicapeafhowerofRain, or per* 
haps cut down Wood for firing, 

34* I my felf bathed in it once a fortnight, and 
own that it contributed not a little to my Health 
and Vivacity. I ufually went in at nine a Clock 
at. night; and obferved. That in two minutes 
time the fweat was ready to blind me, and that 
in about three minutes more I was obliged to quit 
it through faintnej^ of fpirit. Upon ilepping out 
of it unto the green bank, the wind blew ib ex*- 
ceeding cold that I fhould almoft have &ncied my- 
^If inflantaneoufly traniported to Nova Zembla^ 
or Greenland'^ that is to fay, we have a perpetual 
\ft^aj^ pf the Trade- win4 that nm$ from l^aft to 
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Weft, which refrcflics us in the Day, but ismcA 
enough in the Night, and of courfe muft prove in- 
tenfely cold when we juft come out of fo hot a 
Bath. I do not mean that it blows diredly from 
the Eaft Point 5 for it varies from North-Eaft to 
South-Eaft, according to the place and pofition of 
the Sun, and in O^ober it generally blows diredlj 
. from the North ; we have no Land and Sea Breezes^ 
as is uiiial at "Jamaica. However, half a pint of 
ftrong Madeira Wine enabled me to cloath, put on 
my Riding Coat, and go brifkly home \ the next 
Morning I was almoft as nimble as a Mounte- 
bank's Tumbler. When I lived at Cbarks Town, 
which I did for the laft nine Months of my flay in 
that Country, it was my cuftom to walk to this 
River every Morning at Sun-ri(ing, to dnnk a pint 
of its water, which I found operated both by Stool 
and Urine. Some of my Acquaintance would 
drmk of it till they puked , and fay they found 
great benefit by io doing ; but as I have an aver- 
iion to puking, I never cared to ufe it in that 
way. 

3 5. Towards the Sea-fide is a partknilar i^t of 
ground in this River, where a Man may fet one 
foot upon a Spring fo wondrous cold that it is ready 
to peirce him to the very heart, and at the &me 
moment fix his other foot upon another Spring §;% 
furprifingly hot, that it vdll quickly force him to 
take it oflFagain : Put the Wat?r there being frijl 
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my Chin deep^ and I no fwimmer, I durft not ven- 
ture (o far in» as to feel the Springs by way of 
Experiment; however fcvcral of my Friends, 
wbofe Veracity might be depended on, alTured 
me of its truth. 

36. At another place about two miles and a 
half to the Southward of Charks Town, is a ve- 
ry (harp point of Land that jets out a confidera- 
Ue way into the Sea, leaving a fmall fandy Bay 
on each hand y upon the rocky extremity where- 
of I flood, whilft a tall Negro Man flij^d down 
off it into the Water, which was rather above his 
Chin deep there ; he then (looped down, and 
took up ibme Sand that was very warm when he 
gave it into my hand, affirming the Spring at the 
bottom of the Sea under him, to be £> wondrous 
hot, that he could icarce venture to let his foot 
upon It : And give me leave to acquaint you, that 
the Negro's Feet are grown i^ callous by con- 
ftantly travelling over hard Rock«, that they can 
have little feeling in themi In fhort, that Spring 
mufl be hot indeed. 

37. A new hot Spring was in 171 8, difcover- 
cd in Windward Parifb, upon clearing of a Wood 
in order to plant the ground with Sugar-^Canes, 
juft above Camp^ground j but I was never at the 
trouble of paying it a vifit, hearing that it was 
nothing extraordinary. It was no doubt always 
'• before known to the Negroes who fre^ented 
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tfaofe Woods. Black^Rock Pond is about a quar^ 
ter of a mile difbnt Northwards from Cbarki 
Town ; the Water whereof is milk warm^ ooca* 
fiofied no doubt^ by a roixture of theft hot with 
cold Springs, apd yet it yields excellent Fiihet 
in thor kind, wz. Silver-Fiihes, Slimguts, and 
die beft Eetes in the worki perhaps: SUver-Fifh 
has a bright deep body of about eight inches loi^^ 
which taftes fike an En^(h WUting : Slimgat 
has a large Head, in too great a iize to its Body^ 
which may be from ten to two«and^twenty inches 
long ; it eats like our Gudgeons, and is not ww 
like them in colour : Their Edes have no rank 
tafte at all^ which makes them ib mndi admired^ 
For a farther account of this Fbnd, fee pan^raph 
9, lo, II, and 12, df my firft Letter. 

38. We are dtfturbed not a little by frequent 
Earthquakes, which we look upon to be caufed 
by thefe Veins of Sulphur, Brimflone, (Sc. that 
being oyer4ieated, either blow up on a fudden like 
a Gtanade or Boci]d>-3ieU, at leaft fhake the ground 
till it gets vent out into the open Air, or clfe bum 
gpukially away, leaving the ground about thoB 
£> holk>w till k at bft drops in : The former of 
which caies was (in tay opinion) the &te of the 
great Mountain at St. Qsrifi^phet^^ when the pro^ 
digious Oa\Qty was made; £>r it fecms to have 
undergone fimie foch terrible ConvuUion. Earths 

quakes are observed there to be xnoft frequent in 
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hot and dry years j and when I lived at our 
Mountain Plantation pretty near the Woods fide, 
I obferved that the moment we felt an Earth* 
quake, or rather in the preceeding moment, was 
an odd kind of foft ruftling noife, which I attri- 
buted to the fudden motion caufed thereby a- 
mong the leaves of the Trees and Shrubs grow- 
ing juft up above us, and which could never be 
heard in our Bath Plain Hantation, as not being 
loud enough for that end. 

39* And indeed the felf-fame things happened 
when I was in the JVeJi Indies. For in the year 
2718 (or thereabout) one Mr. Boyd a Merchant 
going from Saint Cbrijiopber^s in a Sloop towards 
BarbadoeSy and being out of fight of all Land, on 
a fuddain, in the forenoon (if I miftake not) the 
Sky grew fo dark, and fuch a horrible Noife (fiur 
furpafling the loudefl Thunder) was the fame 
moment heard, infbmuch that they all believed 
the final Difiblutionof Nature's Frame to be jufi: 
then commencing ; there falling likewife inflan- 
taneoufly fo thick a Shower of A(hes, that the 
Sloop's Deck was covered two or three inches 
deep with them. They in fright enough turned 
back homewards ; and Mr. Boyd fhewed mc fome 
of the Afhes, which exadtly refembled Hdman's 
Ink Powder. It was foon after found out. That 
a large Mountain in the Ifland of Saint Vincent 
(that in my time was wholly inhabited by Ne^ 
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[: grdes who efcaped out of a Guinea Ship that was 
; caft away unfortunately there many years ago) 
: abounding in Veins of Sulphur and Brimftone 
blew up at once, viz. Woods, Rocks, &c. all to- 
gether, which muft be allowed to caufe a mod 
dreadful Exploiion. As I was always curious in 
things of a rare nature, I took notice that very 
: day (as I was riding in Ginger land Parifh,) That 
I heard fix or feven dull bounces of noife refemb- 
ling thofe of Cannon at a great diflance pretty 
quickly following each other at the exaft time 
of this Explofion : as the Sky was quite clear in 
. the eye of the Wind, and as none of my ac- 
quaintance there took the fame notice of the 
thing, I durft not venture to infift much upon 
hearing thofe dull bounces till I had feen Mr« 
Boy J. I fuppofe the Weather to be fomewhat 
thick and hazy, which might be the true reafon 
why Mr. Bcyd and the Sloop's Crew did not fee 
Land ; for they muft certainly be nearer to Saint 
'. Vincent's than they reckoned themfelves to be. A 
Narrative of this uncommon affair (with more 
circumflances attending it) was fhortly after tranf- 
mitted home to England and printed, perhaps a-^ 
mong the Philofophical I'ranfaSlions. 

40. During my flay at Nevis (where I re- 
ceived the highefl ads of Gencrofity and Friend- 
fhip from every body) which was upwards of five 
years, I felt feveral (at leafl a dozen) Earthquakes^ 
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but none of them did us any farther harm, than 
frighting us, and cracking the Walls of a few 
Boiling-houfes and Cifterns. The longeft and 
fiercefl of them happened about one a clock in 
the morning fometime in the year of our Lord 
1717. It bounced me up in bed, and of courle 
ivakened me, (hook the whole houfe (which was 
built all of Wood except the underpinning) fo as 
to make it crack loudly, and laded about two 
minutes and a half, as was judged by every one 
in the Ifland. In (hort $ our Fear then was inex« 
prcffible ; and perhaps that very Paifion of Fear 
might caufe the minutes to feem longer than 
they really were : Surely it could not have af- 
feAed me more, to have marched Soldier^like up 
to the mouth of an Enemy's Cannon -, and yet 
(which I own is not to be accounted for) the ve« 
ry moment it flopped, we were no more coru. 
oerned than if it had never happened at all. 

41 . One Mrs. jikers of Nevis was a Native of 
Pert R^ai in Jamaica^ and lived there in the 
year of our Lord 1692, when the great Earth-* 
quake made fuch a difmal havock and deflru£ti-- 
on, as will hardly ever be forgotten by the Inha- 
bitants of that Ifland^ She toW me,That the earth 
opened wide, fwallowed her with many others, 
and then immediately doled up again ; fhe faid, (he 
was in a ibite of infenfibility during her fhort flay 
there. It could not exceed the tenth part of a 
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minute, before it opened once more to vomit 
feme of them up again. I a/ked her what might 
be her thoughts of the matter juli: the moment 
before the Earth fwallowed her down ; and (ho 
anfwtred, that imagining herfelf upon the brink 
of a boundie& Bternity, (he put up a (hort ejacu- 
lation to Almighty God, b<^ing him to pardon 
her Sins, and to receive her Soul. The Hiatus (he 
fell into was all Water, fo that being very wet 
(he xeceived no other harm, excepting in one of 
her Cheeks, wluch grated a little againft fome-^ 
thing that did but juft draw blood. This watery 
Hiatus dofed again the next moment, catching 
hokl of (bme people by a Leg, of others by the 
middle o£ the Body, and of others (bme by the 
Arm, &c^ detaining them in difmal torture, but 
immovably fixed in the ground, till they, with 
almoft the whole Town befides, funk under Wa- 
ter } whkh happened within three minutes after 
flie had got &fe on board a Ship then riding at 
andkir in the Harbour. She told me too, how 
that ^eat Earthquake (plit one of the vaft Blue 
Mountains, rendering a Road that ky over it un-- 
paffiihte. But you will meet with a better and 
more paiticular Narrative of this afiair among the 
PbikfofUcai TranJaffiMs of the fiiyal Society. 

4a. Let us return to N^vis, -About twenty 
years bthn my arrival, there was fo violent a 
(hock, that th« Sea retked a good Furlong from 
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Charles Town^ and in two minutes, or a little 
more, came back ag^n to its ufual bounds, which 
are within twenty yards o£ it ; the Foundation 
Rock in the lower part of iJie Town, burfting at 
the fame inflant, and cailmg out a Gonfiderabk 
quantity of Water } and indeed fome of the 
marks of this burfling were vifible enough in my 
time. This Cpnvulfion was on a Sunday in the 
Afternoon, whilft fome of my Parifliioners were 
drinking a bowl of Rum Punch, which one of 
them had then in his hand, in order to fet it down 
upon the table; and fo dear a Ipver of the good, 
creature was he, that he affured me, he did not 
Ijpill a fingle drop, though the Bowl was two 
thirds fulK A huge piece of our Nevh Moun- 
tain, which in my judgment is confiderably high- 
er than the Mountain at Saint Chriliopber\ fell 
down, and left a monftrous rocky fpot of it quite: 
naked and bare, which continues in that fhtte to 
this very day. Our Nevh Mountain has been, 
meafured with a Quadrant from the Bay at Charles 
Town, and is faid to be cxaftly a mile and a half 
in perpendicular height, though to tell tmth I do 
not think it fo high ; it is hx hi^er than the- 
Black Mountain called Coal in Norway however, 
and that too called Skiddaw in Cumberland^ both 
of which I have feen. Not long after thfe violent 
Shock, a Workman who with many others were 
building a Houfe upon the lo\Yer part of Charles^ 
I Town, 
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Town, ftruck an Iron Crow (in a hole of about 
a foot deep) againft the Foundation Rock, in or- 
der to dig the hole deeper : The Rock it is true 
broke, but the Iron Crow funk far too deep ; for 
a Lignum- vitas Poft of a foot diameter and fif- 
teen foot long was no fooner tried to be fixed 
there, than it followed the Crow, and neither of 
them were ever after feen above ground : How- 
ever, they covered over the Hole which was fill- 
ed with water immediately upon the breaking up 
of the Foundation Rock, not daring to build 
There 5 but like thoughtlefs and incurious Folks, 
did not with a long Line and Plummet, try how 
deep the Water in the Hole was* My own opi- 
nion of the matter is -, That though no one has lofl 
Kis life by this Earthquake, yet hereafter. That 
all that part of Cbafks Town will one time or 
other fink down into the Sea (by the Shock of a 
more violent one) as Port Royal in Jamaica did. 
43. Mariners pretend that the long run of 
Cbaribee lilands that reach firom Phrida down a 
great way into South America, were formerly 
joyned all together, being changed from Main 
Land into Iflands by fuch Earthqxiakes and E- 
mptions : And the Reafons affigned for this very 
odd Conjedure arc as follow, viz. That moft of 
the larger ones, fuch as Nevis ^ Saint ChriJiophef\ 
Montferrat^ Quardaloupe^ Saint Vincent's Sec, are 
foil freighted with veins of Sulphur and Brim« 

E ftone, ^ 
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ilone, which being overheated are the certain 
Cauies of thefe Earthquakes and Eruptions ; and 
likewife. That they very rarely meet with above 
fixty £ithoms of Water between any of them : 
But to be plain and ierious,This is a meer whim* 
ileal Chimasra; and they may as well ailert they 
are perfe<ftly acquainted with the ftate of ^erra 
Auftralis incognita which no one ever yet faw, 
Mr. I'yrrel and other Authors c(f good note, have 
iuggefled, that England was once joyned to France^ 
and of courfe made part of the Continent : But 
alafs ! I cannot credit their Conjedhire ; for I 
&ncy, that the Straits \xXwttn Calais and Dover 
were juil as wide in yulius Ca/ar^s days as they 
are now -, and as for their flate before that fa-* 
mous Epocha^ I prefume it may not be thorough* 
ly known. Mr. Hawel (who wrote before Mr* 
^yrrel) in his Familiar Letters^ pag. 364, is of 
that opinion. 

44. As the Ifland of Nevis lies in the iixteenth 
Degree of Nothcrn Latitude, fo you muft of 
Gourife conclude^ that twice in the year our Body 
can caft no Shadow at Noon, viz. when the Sun 
is right over our heads, either in going North* 
wards for the Tropick of Cancer y or in travelling 
down back again Southvirards towards the Equi- 
noiSial Line. 

45. The heat of the. Country makes us pcr-^ 
ipir^crightily j yrte are rarely cofUve j Water 

Melons 
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Melons and otba: Fruits do contribute to m 
plentifol diichargie of Urine : and theic arp 
certainly the true re^d^$ wby we are i^ 
donr troubled with any other Difteroper but a 
Fever ; which I coti^<^s i$ bad enough s for it p^ 
ten fwceps away great numbers of People, efpe-- 
dally in the Month of O^Qber^ when the Trade 
Wind which is the natural Wind fix that Clir 
iiMte voers froni Baft to North. Jamaica i3 a 
iddy Ifland, occafioned hf an exceilivc faint 
Mat^ and the Beople^s intemperance 1 they have 
many Diftempers thece. Waiter Melons arcof 
iive or fix dit&nent ibrts, and £bme of them fuH 
asbiga$ my Hiead; They mek in our mouth like 
a Peach, and are in my ppinion &r the fined: 
Ffuit lever tafted: Wecatya&niinshersof theni> 
Our other Fniks a^e Mufk Midoo$, Bonanoes, 
Pisie-appWs, Oranges, Shaddocks, Penguins, 
Black Cherdes, Sea^-fide Gf^pes, Belle- Apples, 
and Guavoas. Muflc-^meloas are the fame with 
oar Englijh ones. Bonanoes and Shaddoicks af^ 
already defcrihcd in paragraph 7* pf this L^er. 
Oranges there, are in great pcrfectipn. PejjgittEi? 
arc of twoiorts ; the jfoall and long fort ve 'top 
tart for my pakte, and are ufed for QargUog dtjh» 
Mouth in Fevers 5 and the kr^gor and jrpwd ^fort 
<of tfce jSze of at> Apple) were Hked by ^wry 
body ; they have a tibidkHuik wiiich cpycw th? 
Fruit Aat is pf a nodlk wHte colour, aad $^\\ of ^ 

K^ 2 wondroiU^r^ 
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wondrous fmall coal-black Seeds j they tafte not 
unlike a Strawberry, and are among many called 
by that name. Black Cherries grow wild in our 
Woods, and have fomewhat of the flavour of 
'Englijh Black Cherries. They have little round 
rilings like Blackberries or Mulberries, tho* much 
lefe. Sea-fide Grapes grow in large bunches near 
the Sea-fliore, upon Trees about the fize of En-- 
glijh Apple-trees ; their Colour is red but their 
Tafte is fer too fweet. Bell- Apples are the fize 
of a fmallifli Golden Pippin, of a deep yellow 
colour, and tafte very like a Goofeberry, having 
fmall Seeds in them juft like Englifli Goofeberry 
Seeds. Guavuas are a ftrong Aftringent, of the 
bignefs of a Crab, exadlly round, yellow, and have 
a flavour like Englifli Black Currans, but much 
higher and tarter. I had almoft forgot to tell you, 
that at Antigua I eat a Fruit called by the Spa- 
niards Sappadillo ; it was larger than our Burga- 
my Pears, but of their exad: (hape and colour ; 
they are efteemed to be the richeft Fruit in the 
World ; but after all, I thought their Flavour far 
too high and muflcy ; They did not, I believe, 
grow at any other of our Englifli Leeward Cbari 6 Aee 
Iflands; but I hear, that the Dutch at Curraccoa 
have plenty of them. 

46. I once remember a dropfical Cafe, which 
being very fingular, and different from what I 
have ever before or- fince heard of, I fliall con- 
clude 
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dude my Letter with it. An Irijh Gentleman 
there, with whom I was very intimate, and who 
was unfortunately married to a moil grievous 
Shrew, did (in order to drive forrow and care 
^way) drink himfelf into fo deep a Dropfy, that 
the Doctor durft not venture to tap him, as ex- 
pecting his Death every day : but Providence ex- 
erted itfelf moft fignally, in behalf of fo rare a 
Bleding as an honed Lawyer, and honed Law- 
yers I have known ; for in one Night's Time, 
his Belly (from the fize of a Barrel) fell quite 
down to its ufual bulk, by means of a violent 
Sweat, and a vaft difcharge of Urine. The Doctor 
»id all the Gentleman's Friends begged of him 
to take warning, and to refrain from hard-drink- 
ing for the future, but to no purpofe, for he 
would not follow the advice; the Dropfy of courfe 
feized him a fecond time, and (to the great fur- 
prize of us all) went away again by virtue of ano- 
ther violent Sweat, and another vaft difcharge of 
Urine. This is matter of fadt, to which I was 
an eye-witnefs, though fcarce to be credited in a 
cold Climate, where moft People will unchari- 
tably infift, that I make far too free with the 
Privilege of a Traveller. He afterwards (by the 
perfuafion of us all) to be rid of this grievous* 
Shrew, went away to Bermudas or the Summer 
Ijlands^ that are fo beautifully defcribed in JValler'% 
Poems, perfectly recovered his Health there, and 

E3 being 
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being admirably well verfcd in his Profcflion, fell 
into great Bufinefs immediately. 

47. Among the ditFerent forts of Fruit I might 
have fet down thefe following ones, viz. Ta- 
marinds, Pomgranates, Plums, Mamma-Apples, 
Mamma-^Supports^ and Prickle Pears. Tama- 
rinds are ufed by our Dodtors in Fevers, as 
well as in Punch, when Oranges and Lemons 
are hard to be come at. Pomgranates are to my 
Tafte a very infipid Fruit, and fold commonly 
enough at London. Plums grow upon Trees that 
0re as big as Englifli Oaks, are of a deep yellow 
colour, have a ftrong fmell, are tart in the mouth, 
and at the fame time have fomething of the fla- 
vour of an Englifli Black Curran. Mamma- Ap- 
ples and Mamma -Supports * were far too fweet 
and lufliious for my Palate. Prickle Pear (both 
with the red and yellow Flower) is feldom fo 
much as tafted of by us, and is called by our 
Englifli Gardiners Picus Iniiica^ but for what 
rcafon is a myft:ery to me ; for in the tpyi Indies 
we have the fame kind of Figs with thofe which 
grow in Spain and England, though with this 
material diiFerence, vii^. That the European Figs 
have far too lufliious a Tafte, whereas the ffyi 
Indian have a very fine picquant Flavour. Prickle 
Pear needs fto defctiption, finoc it grows at CbeU 

* Sir Hans Sloan calls tbcm Mammge and Mamm<g Sapotas, 
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fea^ my Lord Trevor's at Brombam^ Dr. JValker's 
of your College, and I believe at all other fuch 
Gardens. We have alfo an ordinary Fruit called 
Papas, that are pretty large, and as yellovir as 
Gold, but not regardol by White Men : the Ne- 
groes I think boil them. 

Good Sir, 

Your Patience is I fear by this time quite wea* 
ried out : However as you may perhaps imagine, 
my Journey to St. Cbrifiopher\ and indeed my 
whole five years ftay in the H^efi Indies, to be 
more plea&nt than it really was, I make fo free 
as to acquaint you, that the afore-mentioned 
Earthquakes, Hurricanes, exceflive Heat, Muf- 
kitoes, &c. do vafUy over-balance this Pleafure. 

I am, SIR, 

Tour ajfured Friend, 

W-S. 
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SIR, 

IN Parsigraph the thirtieth of my laft Letter to 
you, I ftarted the following ^are ; namely 
What Right had we to difpoflefs the ancient Cba^ 
ribees of their Inheritance many years ago, and 
to confine them to the forry Ifland of Dominico^ 
after having almoft extirpated their race ? I there 
blame our Anceftors for unjuftly entering upon 
their Lands : but we of this Generation are no 
better inclined, as evidently appears from the Ar-* 
tides of Friendfhip and Conunerce that were 
propofed by the Lords Commiffioners for Trade 
and Plantations to the Deputies of the ChertQkee 
Nation on the Borders of Soutb-^Carolina^ by his 
Majefty's Order, on Monday the feventh day of 
September in the year of our Lord 1730, 

^^ Whereas You Scayagujia Oukab^ Chief of 
the Town of Tajfetfa, You ^ethtowe^ You C&- 
*' goittahy You Skalikojken Ketagujia^ You CoU 
^^ lannach^ You OucounacoUy have been deputed 
•' by Moytoy of "TelliquOy with the Confent and 
'^ Approbation of the whole Nation of the Cher^ 
" rokee Indians ^ at a general Meetbg at Nikof^ 
^^ Jhty the third day of April A. D. 1730, to 
^K attend Sir Alexander Cummin^ Bart, to Great 
^' Brit tain ^ where you have feen the Great King 

George 
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" George, at whoie feet the iaid Alexander 
** Cummin, by expre& Order for that purpofe 
^' from the iaid Moytoy, and all the Cberrokee 
" People, has laid the Crown of your Nation, 
*^ with the Scalps of your Enemies, and Feathers 
** of Glory in token of your Obedience : Now 
" the King of Great Brittain bearing love in his 
^^ heart to the powerful and great Nation of the 
" Qjerrokee Indians, his good Children and Sub* 
^^ jeds, his Majefty has empowered us to treat 
" with you here, and accordingly we now fpeak 
^* to you, as if the whole Nation of the Cberro-- 
** kees, their Old Men, Young Men, Wives and 
" Children, were all prefent; and you are to 
** underihnd the Words we fpeak, as the Words 
** of the Great King our Maftcr whom you have 
" feen, and we ihall under ftand the Words you 
" fpeak to us, as the Words of all your People 
" with open and trae Hearts to the Great King: 
^* and thereupon we give four Pieces of Striped 
^' Dufles. 

" Hear then the Words of the Great King 
'^ whom you have feen, and who has command- 
" ed us to tell you, that the Englifh every where 
^^ on all fides of the great Mountains and Lakes, 
are his People and Children ; that their Friends 
are his Friends, and their Enemies are his E- 
'* nemies : that he takes *it kindly that the great 
^* Nation of the Cberrokees have.fent you hither a 

*^gr 
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great way to brighten the Chain of Fricndfliip 
between him and them, and between his Peo- 
ple and your People : that the Chain of Friend- 
fhip between him and the Cberrokee Indians is 
like the Sun, which both ihines here and alfo 
upon the great Mountains, and equally warms 
the Hearts of the Indians and of the Englijh : 
That as there are no Spots or Blacknefs in the 
Sun, fo there is not any Ruft or Foulne& in this 
Chain; and as the Great King has ^ened one 
end of it to his own Breaft, he defires you will 
carry the other end of the Chain, and fiiften 
it well to the Breaft oiMoytoy of Telliquo^ and 
to the Breafts of your old Wife Men, your 
Captains, and all your People, never more to 
be broken or made loofe; and hereupon we 
give two Pieces of felue Cloth. 
** The Great King and the Cberrokee Vidians 
being thus fattened together by the Chain of 
Friendftiip, he has ordered his People and 
Children the Englijh in Carolina^ to trade with 
the Indians y and to furni(h them with all man- 
ner of Goods that they want, and to make hafte 
to build Houfes, and to plant Corn from Charles 
Town towards the Town of the Cherrokees be- 
hind the Great Mountains ; for he defires that 
the Indians and Englijh may live together as the 
Children of one Family, whereof the Great 
King is 9, kind, and loving Father. And as the 

" Great 
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^^ Great King has given his Land on both fides 
^^ of the great Mountains to his own Children the. 
'^ En^Jb^ fi> he now gives to the Cberrokee In^ 
^* dians the Priviledge of living where they 
** pleaie ; and hereupon we give one Piece of Red 
'' Cloth. 

" The Great Nation of the Cbtrroites being 
*' now the Children of the Great King of Great 
'^ Brittain^ and he their Father, the Cberrokees 
** muft treat the EngUJb as brethren of the £une 
'^ Family, and muft be always ready at the Go« 
^^ vemours command to fight againft any Nation, 
^' whether they be white men or Indians^ who 
^^ ihall dare to hurt the EngUJb ; and hereupon 
" we give Twenty Guns. 

" The Nation of the Cberrokees (hall on their 
^^ part take care to keep the trading Path dean, 
<* and that tlm-e be no Blood m the Path where 
" the Englijh White Men tread, even though 
'^ they ihould be accompanied by any other Peo- 
" pie with whom the Cherroheei are at war ; 
" whereupon we give Four hundred weight of 
" Gunpowder. 

" That the Cberrokees fliall not fufier their 
" People to trade with the White Men of any 
" other Nation but the EngUJb^ nor permit the 
White Men of any other Nation to build any 
Forts, Cabbins, or plant Com among them, or 
near to any of the Ikdim Towns, or upon the 

^* Landj 
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Lands which belong to the Great King ; and 
if any fuch attempt fhall be made, you mufl 
acquaint the Englijh Governour therewith, and 
** do whatever he direfts, in order to maintain 
'* and defend the Great King's Right to the 
*^ Country of Carolina ; whereupon we give 
" Five Hundred weight of Swan Shot and Five 
•* Hundredweight of Bullets," 

" That if any Negro Slaves fhall run away in- 
•^ to the Woods from their Englijh Mafters, the 
^* Cberrokee Indians (hall endeavour to apprehend 
" them, and either bring them back to the Plan- 
** tation from whence they run away, or to the 
" Governour ; And for every Negro fo appre- 
** hended and brought back, the Indian who 
" brings him {hall receive a Gun and a Watch 
V Coat ; whereupon we give a Box of Vermili- 
" on, Ten thoufand Gun-flints, and Six dozen 
^' of Hatchets." 

<* That if by accidental Misfortune it fhould 
*^ happen, that an Englijhman fhould kill an /«- 
** dian^ the King or Great Man of the Cherrokees 
" fliould firft complain to the Englijh Govern- 
our, and the Man who did it fhall be punifhed 
^by the Englijh Laws, as if he had killed an 
** Englijhman ; and in like manner, if an ^- 
** dim kills an Englijhman^ the Indian who did 
** it fhall be delivered up to the Governour, and 
*^ be punifhed by the. fame £;2^///Z^ Law, as if hef 

" were 
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*^ were an Englijhman ; whereupon wfe give 
*' Twelve dozen of Spring Knives, Four dozen 
*' of Kettles, and Ten dozen of Belts. 

" You are to underftand all we have laid to be 
" the Words of the Great King whom you have 
" feen, and as a Token that his Heart is open 
" and true to his Children and Friends the Cber^ 
** rokeeSy he gives his hand in this Belt, which he 
*' dcfires may be kept and Ihewn to all your Peo- 
** pie, and to their Children, and. Children's 
Children, to confirm what is now fpoken, and 
to bind this Agreement of Peace and Friend- 
** {hip betwixt tht Englijh and CberrokeeSy as long 
*^ as the Mountains and Rivers fhall laft, or the 
*^ Sun ihall ihinej whereupon we give this Belt 
** of Wampum. 

" By command pf their Lordfhips, 

White-hall, Sept, 9, ^^Alured Poppk. 

1730. 

^"-QK OukanUlab 

'' K Skallojken Ketagufta 

" T^ Tathtowe 

" C Clogoittah 

'\KKollanna 

** O Oucounacou. 

" Thefe are to certify Moytoy ofT'elJiquo, that 
*^ I have feen, perufed, and do approve of all the 
** 'Articles contained in the above Agreement ; to 

" which 
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^* which the InMam abo vementioned have, by my 
** adyioe, ei«m their oon&nt 

^' Alexander Cummin. 

Now follows the anfwer of the hdian Chje& 
tx^ the foregoing Articles as delivered by Ketagufla^ 
September q.i^io. 

** We are come hither from a dark moontain- 
^ oas place, wheie nodiing but darknefs is to be 
*' feund s but arc now in a mace whete thei% is 
^' ligjrt. 

*• There was a Peribn in our Country wkh us j 
** he gave us a ydbw Token 6f warGfce Honour 
** that is left widi Meytcy of ^eBiqm s and as 
*^ Warriours we received it : He canw to us Jike 

a Warriour from you j a Man he is ; his Talk 

was t^ri^t ; and the Token he left preferves 
*^ his memory among us. 

** We look upon you as if the Great King 
" George was prefent 5 and we love you as repre- 
'^ fenting the Great King^ and ihall die in the fame 
*^ way of thinking. 

" The Crown of our Nation is different from 
^ that which the Great King George wears, and 
" from that which we law in the Tower, but to 
" us it is all one ; and the Chain of Friendfhip 
** fliall be c^ricd to our PeojAe. 

" We lookiipon the <5reat Kmg George as the 
^^ Sun, and as our Father, and uponour^ves as 

" his 
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^^ his Children ; For though we are Red, and you 
«< arc White, yet our Hearts and Hands are join* 
•^ ed together. 

" When wc (hall have acquainted our People 
*^ with what we have feen, our Children from 
^^ generation to generation will remember it. 
In War we (hall be as one with you ; The 
Great King George'^ Enemies fhall be our E- 
*^ nemies ; his People and our's fhall be one, and 
" fhall die together, 

" We came hither naked and poor as the 
** Worm of the Earth j but you have every thing ; 
" and we that have nothing mufl love you, and 
" can never break the Chain of Friendfhip which 
*^ is between us. 

** Here flands the Govemour of Carolina 
^* whom we know. 

" This (mall Rope which we (hew you is all 
" we have to bind our Slaves with, and may be 
" broken ; but you have Iron Chains for your's : 
" However, if we catch your Slaves, we (hall 
" bind them as well as we can, and deliver them 
•' to our Friends, and have no pay for it. 

** We have looked for the Per(bn that was 
** in our Country ; He is not here ^ however we 
" muft fay. He talked uprightly, and we (hall 

never forget him. 

Your White People may very (afely build 
^ Houies near us; we (hall hurt nothing thatbe- 



« 

cc 



8o LETTER III. 

" longs to them, for we arc the Children of ofle 
'^ Father the Great King, and (hall live and die 
*' together. 

Then laying down i^is Feathers upon the 
Table, he add^ ; ** This is our way of talking; 
*^ which is the £ime thing to us, as your Letteis 
*^ in the Book are to you ; and to You, Beloved 
^^ Men, we deliver thefe Feathers in confirmation 
** of all that we have laid." 

Sir ! As you are, (I believe) in the fame way 
of reafoning with my felf, I recommend the fol- 
lowing Squares to a ferious confideration at your 
leafure hours, viz. 

Whether thefe open-hearted Indians who could 
neither read nor write, have not fhewn as great 
ftrength of Natural Parts, as even the Lords Com* 
miflioners have done with all their Learning and 
Experience in fuch Affairs ? 

Whether it is not an A6t of extraordinary 
grace and favour in us. To grant them the Pri- 
vilege of living where they pleafe upon their 
own Lands ? 

Whether Machiavel and Hobbs are better Ca- 
fuifts, than Scripture and Puffendorf^ and 

Whether the powerful and great Nation of the 
Cherrokees^ by thus parting with their Indepen- 
dency, have not fubmitted to a foreign Yoak, 
without fo much as a Gold Chain and Collar 

• ■ * 
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neatly lined with foft Velvet in order to make it 
fit eafy upon their necks ? 

That the Indians are both honourable and 
grateful is evident from the two following in- 
Hances, vitz. The Carolina People who trade 
with the neighbouring Indians^ had run pretty far 
in debt to them. The Indians upon non-payment 

' complained to our Governour there j and were 
anfwered^ That they had no other remedy than 
to file our Merchants according to EngUJh Com-* 
Hion Laws. They not liking fuch ill treatment^ 
flew to arms and drove all our Countrymen to 
take (helter under the Cannon of Charles Town 
their Metropolis, where they were obliged to 
make Satis&dtion, and fo come to an amicable a*' 
greement with the poor Indians. Surely Moytcy 
of TeSiquo had fcx'got this, when he fent Deputies 
to England: or elfe there might be fome private 
reafon that was not proper to be fet in a pub^ 
lick L'^t. 
One of our North American Governours hav- 

* ing with fuccefs aflifted a petty Indian Prince up-< 
on Ibme emergent occafion, he afterwards vifited 
the Governour, defiring him to fend his beft Ac- 
knowledgments to good Queen Ann^ and to affure 
her. That he would have perfonally waited on 
her, if bis aflfairs would have given him leave, 
but,That|^owever, he hoped when they were both 
dead, thcjrftiould joyfully meet together above ia 

F th« 
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the great Room of the Gods, where they would 
be fure to eat Bear Bacon and finoak Tobacco e- 
ternally. Pray what European with his fineft Parts 
improved by Books coukl have iaid more to- the 
purpoie ? His Complements indeed might hav9 
been couched in politer terms ? 

To conclude : I have read moft of the Hifto- 
lies that have been wrote about the New World, 
mz. America^ and do highly blanoie our Fore- 
fethers (be they Englijh^ French^ Spaniards^ Dutcb^ 
or Portugueze) for fetling Colonies there, contra-c 
ry to the inclinations of the Natives : In fiiort i 
King Powbatany King Oppecancanough^ and other 
Princes who lived near James Town in Virginia^ 
behaved gallantly enough in attempting to pre-^ 
vent our Countrymen from getting footing there ; 
and though they did not fucceed in fo laudable aa 
Enterprize ; yet they have immortalized their 
Names with more real luftre than did j^exander 
the Macedonian^ and other fuch Tyrants. The. 
fame Encomium may juftiy be given of all other 
American Chiefs who bravely oppofed us Euro-- 
pean Invaders, But then. Dear Friend, it muft 
be owned, that we Chriftians, who ought to imi- 
tate the meek and humble J ejus ^ do in this re- 
fpedt, behave full as badly if not worfe than Pa- 
gans who have no Goipel Light to walk by : For 
enlarging their Power and Territories (at all ad- 
ventures) ieems to be the principal -concern of 

moft 
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mott if not all Chriftian Princes, except our own 
moft gracioas Sovereign. 

And farther ; I think that our blind Poet ilf/7- 
ton has admirably well drawn their Charadlcr in 
the following Lines. See Book 1 1 . verfe 689. 

In tbofe days Might unly fmll he admired ^ 
And Valour and Heroic Virtue caWd ; 
1*0 on^ercome in battle and jubdue 
Nations^ and bring borne jpoil with infinite 
Mmfiaugbter^ /hall he held the higheft pitch 
Of humane gl9ry^ and for Glory done 
Of triumph^ to beftiVd great Conquerours^ 
Patrons i^ Mankind^ Gods^ and Sons of Gods i 
Dejiroyers rightlier calVd^ and Plagues of Men. 

This is a fair Comment upon the 4*^* Verfe of the 
6^"^ Chapter of Genefis^ viz. ^ere nicer e Giants 
in the Earth in thofe days ; and alfo after that^ 
when the Sens of God came in unto the Daugh-^ 
ters of Men^ and they bare Children to them ^ 
the fame became Mighty Men^ which were of 
old^ Men of Renown. And indeed they are pro- 
perly enough applied to thefe ordinary Colony- 
fetlers, as well as to more exalted Tyrants. Nay, 
I am fully, perfuaded. That Ccefar Borgia^ or O//- 
varetto de Fermo^ would have been proper Princes 
over them j efpecially, if they had been bleffed 
with Machiavel and Hobbs, to ferve as Secretaries 
of State^ and Prime Minifters under them. Ccefar 
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Borgia was Pope Alexander the fixth's N^itural 
Son ; and Olivaretto de Fermo one of the Urjini 
Family j Ufurpers and Tyrants both ; but for a 
uiore ample account of them, fee MacbiaveH 
Prince^ chapters 7^^ and 8^^, 

In a Word. Ever fincc the contagious Exatn- 
ple of Nimrod (the ambitious Founder of the 
AJjyrian Empire ) the World has been pretty 
well flocked with T3nrants and Ufiirpers ^of all 
forts, who were fent by divine Providrace \as a 
Scourge for the Irreligion and Vices of depraved 
Mankind, and of courie are my abhorrence. Be^ 
fides a multitude of other inconveniences, De*» 
fpotick Power is p^ominant in all RepuUicks, 
which t:reate in my heart a kind of natural 
averfion to their Government, So that our own 
mixed Monarchy is by far the moft eligible State 
in Europe^ and that it may be preferved as free 
as poffible from all Fikh of Corruption, titt. 
Time's litell period, is ihe linccre wifli of. 
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SIR, 

Tbtir tij) tired Friend ^ 

w.s. 
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SIR, 

T Hough I am confeious to myfelf, that my 
former Letters have fufficicntly trefpafled 
upon your patience, and good nature ; yet as a 
fcwfrcih thoughts are come into my head, I 
cannot help acquainting you with them, becaufe 
they tend to promote in fome meafure the' fame 
hofieftdefign, 

i. Know then. That as foon as the Evening 
hste (hut out Day-light in that part of our Nor- 
thern Hemifphere, there immediately begins a 
very {o& and agreeable noife all over the Iflands 
of Nevis^ St. Cbri/lopber\ &c. which we fup- 
pofe to be the united Voices of Snakes, Lizards, 
Graftioppcrs, Guanas, &c. Snakes and Grafhop- 
pcTS there, are much the lame with our Englifli 
ones in all refpeds. Lizards are from fo fmall a 
fize as three inches, to upwards of a foot long : 
Moft of them in the lower-ground Plantations 
near the Sea-ftde, are large and of a brownifli co- 
lour, like thofe which I have feen brought from 
Guemfey and Jerfey : But higher up in the great 
Mountain, they dwindle in bulk, though they 
advance furprizingly in Beauty ; fome there, are 
green, <?thers yellow (I mean of a greenlfh yel-, 
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low) fome other blackiflij^ and mod if not all of 
them adorned with little round fpots of all forts 
of a moft lively variegated hue ; I have feen the 
coal-black fkin all along upon the Neck and Back 
of fomc of them, rife up into a (harp edge, and 
to be jagged like the teeth of a Hand-^w : and 
I have alfp with a fmgular pleafure viewed others 
of the fmall brown kind, whofe Backs ieemed as 
if they were wrought with tlxe Needle, like an 
embroidered Waiftcoat; their Shape refembles 
that of a Newt, but they run very nimbly over 
rocks o dry ground ; their Eye is much finer 
than the Eye of a Toad, which they caft wiftful- 
ly upon any Perfon who is near them ; and u>- 
deed upon my whiftling foftly to one at any time, 
I obferved it to flop ihort though in the midft of 
a run, to view me wondrous attentively, with its 
Head held (as it were purpofely) on one fide, and 
to dop down and raife it up again with a vaft feem- 
ing i^tisfaftion as being naturally inclined to Mu- 
fick, and thrufting out of its fmooth Throat (at the 
fame inftant) an empty Skin refembling a tranfpa- 
rent yellow Bag, or Purfe : They are cxceedipg 
numerous, great Admirers of Mankind, very in- 
oftenfive upon all accounts, not eatable, and of 
courfe molefted or hurt by no body. As for 
Guanas, I never faw above three or four during 
my whole five years ftay at Neiiisy they being 
rarely met with ^ and this Ri^rity majj; in fome 

meafure 
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meafure be ocx:afioned by their Flefh making ex- 
cellcnt Broth, and tafting delicioufly, as I have 
been credily informed (for I never tafted of any 
myfelf ) by feveral Perfons of unqueftioned vera- 
city : fix>m Nofe-end to Tail-end, they were 
aboat three foot long ; they are of the exaft ftiape 
of a Lizard, but walk far more uprightly upon 
rfieir Legs, and their Eye (if poffible) tranfcends 
the Lizard's in beauty; they are alfo harmlefe 
to a Pfoverb, thofe I few being tied with a foft 
/h'iAg round the middle like Monkies, and de- 
figiied as preients to Sir Hans Sloan^ or fome other 
hiAi carious Perfons in England. I had almoft 
forgot to tell you. That they are all over cover- 
ed with fcaly fpots, each of which is as wide as 
a Silver Penny (chequer- wife) Ibme of the deep- 
eft fc^ck^ and others of the moft perfect yellow 
ima^nable. An Acquaintance told me, That they 
werd common enough at Bermudas^ or the Sum^ 
T/1& Jl^dnds^ and particularly that he tafted of one 
at the Oovemour's TaWe when he dined with 
him. Thefe I believe are what the firft Voyagers 
aSitAAnoIis. 

2.1 had not continued above three months up- 
on the Ifland of Nevis^ before I went to live at 
Bath Plain Plantation. Our Houfe there, ftood 
clofe to the brow of a fmall, though very fteep. 
Hill, on the fouth-fide of the Plain • from whence 
we had a moft charming profpcft of that delight- 
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ful quarter of our Ifland, with Charles Fort and 
Town, which was fcarce a mile beneath u^s to 
the North- ward 3 and our own great Mountain 
covered from ^bove our Sugar Plantations almoil: 
to the top by Wood% whofe Leaves never drop^ 
ped off without being immediately iucc^eded by 
freih ones, whofe Top we fometimes could not fee 
for thick Clouds a week together 5 the whole Souths 
fide of St. ChriJiopber'Sy together with the Eaftern, 
or Salt-pond HiUs, the Dutch lilands of 'Eiujlmhm 
^nd Saba^ the Ships riding at anchor in Cbark$ 
Town Road, as well as at BaJJi T^erre in Saint 
Cbrijlopher's^ and all the Veffels from Europe and 
North America that are bound to Saint Chrijior 
pber'^9 Jamaica^ Saint T'homas and other Iflands 
that lay to the Leeward ofNevis^ belides our owa 
Trading Sloops. Nay I well remember, that when: 
Captain Wbo^s Rogers went to take pofieffion of: 
Qur prefcnt Settlement at Providence^ and the other; 
BahamaKi^nds (about the year 171 8,) we obfervt.; 
ed/his little Fleet pafs by, and go (in order to wood- 
ed wat?r) iqto Old Road, a Port in Saint Cbrijlo^ 
/»i&^r's, where Sir Chaloner Ogle's Squadron lately 
jendevouzed, in their way to join Admiral Fer^ 
non upon the Jamaica Station, The Salt-rpond at . 
Saint Ckrijiopher's contains, J believe, upwjirds of: 
fourfcore. Acres : The Sun in exceflive hot wea-? 
ther exhales a way all the Particles of Frefli Water, 
(if J may ^^ allowed the termi) and leaves behin4 

at 
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^t the bottom of the Pond an incrufbted Cake of 
Salt^ exadly reiembling pieces of Rock-cry- 
ftaL I have once or twice known Sloops that 
were loaded from thence with it ; but alas ! we 
had much rather be obl^ed to fetch it from the 
Ifle of Afoy, at the expence of a Cvo^n per Bufhel, 
becaufe of the want of Rain to bring on our Sugar 
Canes in fo dry a Seafon. 

3. There was not quite two hours difference 
there, between our longeft and fhorteft Day : 
and I found our Evening from a little before Sun- 
fet till quite dark, to be confidcrably (horter than 
in E^gAim/ during the Summer Seafon, which was 
(no doubt) owing to their different Latitudes, or 
unequal diflances of Nevis and England from the 
Equator. However, I muft own the truth, by con- 
fefling their Evening to be extrcamly pleafant, be* 
caufoof h^^jodnefs; and the beauty of the Clouds 
whicH'^ then appear far more lovely to our eye, 
than % any other part of the Day. I frequently 
admire dur Sky here in tin Evenbg. 

4^ As foon as the Day-light was well fhut in, 
the aforementioned very foft and agreeable noife 
of SnakeSj- Lizards, Grafhoppers, Guanas, &c. 
begiin^-but in a few minutes was moft furpriz- 
ingly-loucf above that which I heard at any other 
place virhatever; as abounding, I fuppofe, with 
a proportional number of thofe Creatures. And 
ppw J bejgin tp find, that! want Words or Term? 

to 
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to exprefs my Ideas, in order to give a full and truifc 
defcrq)tion of this Noifc : However, I (hall en- 
deavour to exhibit as juiland candid a notion of it, 
as a thing that cannot be exprefied will admit of. 
Imagine then, that in a mild and ftill Summer^s 
Night, infteadof the croaking of Frogs and Toad#, 
you hear millions of the fbfteft melodious Ndtes, 
ftrike up almofl at once, into fo high and amazing 
a key, as Mufick can poflibly rife to. Thefe to my 
ear were alt treble, though their feveral kinds 
were eafily diflinguifhed from each other ; and 
though they feemed to have no particular tune, 
yet they were beyond all compare, fweet and 
foothing. I thought they fung in Concert ; for 
when they were up at the higheft key, they would 
all of a fudden ftop together, once every minute, 
(perhaps to take breath) and in a moment's ipace 
fwell their Notes, and rcfume their wonted har- 
mony as loud as before. At other times they 
would gradually rife and fall their Notesf, in a 
moft enchanting manner ; and they would conti- 
nue in this round of fingihg all night long, till day- 
break. When I firft heard them, they (o ravifh- 
ed my elated Soul, that I ftood motionlefs in our 
Yard for fome minutes; and afterwards I left 
the Company, and went out fix or feven times, 
on purpofe to liflen to their bewitching Mufick. 
Nay, I could not fall afleep for it, till fome hours 
after my getting into bed : In fhort, among 

many 
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many other Reflections of that kind, it brought to 
memory, Adam'% Anfwer to Eve^ when {he en- 
quired a JReafon, why the Moon and glittering 
Stars, ihould ihine all Night long, and exhibit fo 
g^ious a fight to the Earthy when a welcome 
deep had ihut up all Eyes. Book 4. line 661. 

• 

; ^bofe have their Courfe tofinip round the Earthy 

By morrow Evenings and from land to land 

Jn order ^ though to Nations yet unborn^ 

Minijiring Light ^ prepared they fet and rife j 

Left total Darknefs Jhould by Night regain 

Her old pojfejjion^ and extinguijh Life 

Jbi Nature and all things^ which thefefoft Fires 

Not only enlighten^ but with kindly Heat 

Of various inftuence foment and warm ^ 

temper or nourijh^ or inpart Jhed down 

^heir Stellar Vertue on all kinds that grow 

. On Earthy made hereby apter to receive 

Perfe£lion from the Sun's more potent Ray. 

. ^hefe tben^ though unbebeld in deep of Nighty 

Shine not in vain \ nor think though Men were 
ncne^ 

T!bat Heaven ^ would want Spectator s^ God want 
Praife 5 

Millions of Jpiritual Creatures walk the Earth 

Unfeen, both when we wake^ and when wefteep: 

All thefe with ceafelefs Praife his works beljold 

Both day and night : How oft?nfrovi tbefteep 
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Ofeechoing Hill or thicket have we heard 

Cekjlial Voices to the Midnight air^ 

Sofe^ or rejponftve to each others No fey 

Singing iheir great Creator : Oft in bands 

While they keep watch ^ or nightly rounding italk^ 

With heavenly touch of Injlrumental founds 

In full harmonick numbers joyn^d^ their Songs 

Divide the Nighty and lift our T'houghts ti 
Heaven. 

Surely thefe fuppofed heavenly Bands of Mikon 
could not afford much finer Mufick than did 
thefe little Creatures. To be plain, my rayiflied 
Soul joyned moll: cheerfully with them every 
Night in ardent and repeated AUelujas to the 
divine, omnipotent Source of Harmony and Love. 
Our blefied Saviour ( Luke 12.27. ) i^ addreffing 
a vafl ( innumerable ) multitude of People, who 
had thronged about him, to behold his ftupeud^ 
ous Miracles, and to harken to his truly fuUime 
Sermons, does aver. That even Solomon the Mag-, 
nificent in all his Glory was. not fb richly arrayed 
as a common Lilly of the Eaflern Fields. An 
indelible Truth; for the nicell Art is but a very 
faint tranfcript or imitation of Nature. Now iq 
my opinion, that wife and mighty Monarch was 
in his highefl elevation of Glory, when he dedi- 
cated his beautiful Temple upon Mount Moriab 
to the great God Jehovah : Nay, and I do farther, 

fin^ 
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finqerely and ifrom the bottom of my hearty be- 
lieve, that when the Trumpeters and Singers on 
that folemn occaiion were as one^ to make one 
Sound to be heard in praifing and thanking the 
Ijord ; and when they lifted up their Voices with 
Ae Trumpets, Cymbals, Harps, Pfalteries, 
Sackbuts, and other mufical Inflruments, in that 
holy cacerdfe j They even Then could not excdl 
the Harmony of thefe little Creatures, with 
which I was ferenaded every night. It is a iaying 
true in a good meafiire, that Familiarity begets 
Contempt of mod things ^ But this I affirm upon 
iht word of a Chriflian, whofe Religbn teaches 
him open-heartednefs, that my Ardour and Zeal 
to join Vokes with them in AUelujas to honour 
the Divine Eflence, was not one iingle jot £illen 
or abated to the lad moment of my flay at Nevis ; 
though perhaps feveral Peribns by being their 
whole life time ufed to hear it, as well as for 
want of a right Education, were far enough from 
thinking it fo very fine > and perhaps too, multi- 
tudes of thofe who never had the opportunity of 
hearing it, will not credit me ; But that I do 
m)t regard ; For I ever look upon a Multitude as 
a many^headed Monfter that is determined to 
believe iufl as it has an inclination to do: Multi- 
tudes of Scholars help to compofe this Monfler. 
In fliort, a Hautboy, with a Bafs Viol, and two 
Violins, would certainly have given them much^^^^ 
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more fetisfeftion ; djpccially if they had been 
Ueilcd with a fct of gay Ladies to fing and dance 
to the Mufick, I mean a let of fuch Ladies as* 
Milton hints at in Book 1 1 . line 6 14. 

For that fair Female T^roop tboufaiveji^ tbatfeem'd 

Of Goddejfes^ fo blitb^fo fmooth^ fo gafy 

Tet empty of all Goody wherein conjijls 

Woman's domeJii<:k Honour and chief Praije -, 

Bred only and compleated to the tajle 

Ofluftful Appetence y toftng^ to dance ^ 

^0 drefs^ an4 troule the Tongue^ and role the eye. 

However, 1 do not much wonder at it ; for fome 
Souk are fo very low and groveling, that they 
have ftrarcc any relifli at all for foch refined en- 
joyments. My worthy Friend, you fliould have 
been entertained with a clearer and far more 
accurate defcription of this extraordinary and un- 
common fort of Mufick, if providence had 
favoured me with Milton's fublime Genius and 
flowing Eloquence ; but alas ! it cannot be. I have 
heard from Perfons who frequented the Coafts 
of Malabar and Corromandel in the Ea^-Indies^ 
that there is much the lame Noife in the Night- 
time there : And I conjedhire it may be the fame 
too in the delightftil Vales of Arabia Felix ^ whofe 
fvwet and charming Solitudes might probably 
enough furnifli Milton with good hints in his 
defcription of Paradife. 

5- 
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5 I have fb great a veoeratbn for Milttm's 
Paradije Lo/l^ that I then got by heart jidam and 
Eve^s Morning Oraiibn before they fet out for 
w^ork, and accuftomed myfelf to repeat it with 
the higheft rapture every Morning as a conclu- 
fion to my private Devotion. Book 5. line 152. 

l%e/e are thy glorious JVbrks^ Parent ofgood^ 
Jilmightyy thine this umverfal Ftame^ 
l*bus 'wondrous fair ; tbyjelfbow wondrous then ! 
TJnJpeakabky nvhojitfft above thefe Heavens 
To us invifibky or dimly Jeen 
ht thefe thy bwejl Works ^ yet thefe declare 
T!by goodnefs beyond thought ^ and power divine. 
Speak ye^ who beft can tell^ ye Sons of Ught^ 
Angels y for ye behold him^ and with Songs 
And choral Symphonies ^ day without nighty 
Circle his Tyrone rejoycingy Te in Heaven. 
On Earth jcyn all ye Creatures to extol 
Himfrfiy Him lafi^ Him midfi^ and without end. 
Fairefi offldrs^ lafi in the train of Nighty 
]f better thou belong not to the dawn^ 
Sure Pledge of Day that crown'Jl t he f mi ling M?rn 
fFith thy bright circlet^ P^<^(f^ ^^ ^^ ify /phere 
While day arifes^ that fweet hour of prime, 
Thou Sun, of this great World both eye andfoul^ 
Acknowledge him thy Creator, fiund his praife 
In tly eternal courfe, both when thou climbyi. 
And when high Noon hajlgaitid, and when thou 

fall% ^ 
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MoM^ that now meefji the Orient Sun^ nowjfy^/l 
JVitb tbefixt Stars^Jixt in their Orb that flie$^ 
And ye Five other wandring Fires that move 
In n^Jiick dance not without Songy refound 
. His Fraije^ who out o/Darine/s caWd up Light. 

. Air^ and ye Elements the eldejl birth 
Of Nature* s Womb^ that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle ^ multiform ; and mix 
And nourijh all things ^ let your ceafelefs change 
Vary to our great Maker fill new praife. 
Te Mifs and Exhalations that now rife 
From hill orfieaming lake^ dujky or grey^ 

. Itill the Sun paint your fleecy fkirts with gold^ 
In honour to the World's great Author rife^ 
Whether to deck with Clouds the uncolour*d Skie 
Or wet the thirfty Earth with falling Showers^ 
Rifing or fallings fill advanci his praife. 
His praife ye Winds that from four quarters hltm^ 
Breath foft or loud\ And wa^eyour tops^ye Pines, 
With every Plant ^ i^fig^ ofWorJInp wave. 
Fountains y and ye that warble^ as ye flow. 
Melodious Murmurs ^ warbling tune his praife. 
foyn voices all ye living Souls, ye Birdsy 
I'hatflnging up to Heaven's Gate afcend. 
Bear on your Wings and in your Notes his Praife. 
Te that in Waters Glide ^ and ye that walk 
^he Earthy and flat ely tread , or lowly creeps 
Witnefs if Ibefilcnty Morn or Eve^ 
To hilly or valley yfoiintain^ orfrefljfl^ade 

Made 
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. Made vocal by my Scng^ and taught his praife^ 
JSail^ umverfal Ij^d^ bp bcuntewsjiill 
^aigive us (mfy good} and if the Night 
Have gathered ought of Evily or conceatd^ 
Jyij^rfe it^ as now Light dijpells the dark, 

MUtofiy though a moft begotted Diflenter, yet 
did not icraple to take this fine Oraifbn out of 
the Benedicite^ or Second Canticle in our Com- 
mon Prayer Book, which was an ancient Hynm 
in the Jewijh Church, and adopted into the 
Cbrifiian Worfhip, in publick Devotion, from 
the moft early time. Indeed the eftablifhed Church 
here in England does not accept of it for Cano- 
nical Scripture, becaufe it is not to be found in 
the Hebrew, nor was allowed in the jewijh 
Canon, as has been obferved long ago by St.yerom, 
in Ins Preface before his Comment upon the book 
of Daniel. Vide Dr. Nichols. 

6. We have no kinds of venomous Creatures 
to difhirb us upon the Iflands of Nevisyixc, ex- 
cept two, viz. Centipees, and Scorpions. The 
former are &> called from their many feet : they 
are of a. brightiih hazel Colour, about as long as 
my little finger, flat bellied, and their back is 
fhapediike an Arch ; they move pretty nimbly, 
and their bite is not much worfe than the fling- 
ing of a common Bee : towards the Mountain 
I have obferved them to be longer and thicker 
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than in the lower Grounds : The latter, viz, the 
Scorpion k the exac);(hape, and indeed of the 
fclf-fame colour with a Crayfiib before it is boyled j 
it bites accofxling to the common opinion there, 
with its two large Claws that grow next to its 
Head, and the bite has not a more malignant ef- 
feft than that of the Centipee ; they are I believe 
always found pretty high up in the Mountain j 
for my own part, I never (aw above one of them, 
which was fcarce the length of my little Finger, 
wondrous flow in motion, and its Body as well 
as Claws very flender. ^tere^ Whether they 
refemblc our European ones whofe Sting is much 
worfe and lies in their Tails ? The Sting of a 
Scorpion in Apuglia produces much the feme 
EfFeds, as the Bite of a Tarantula ; But the Bite 
'of a Nevh Scorpion does not. 

7. As Phyfick is none of my peculiar Pro- 
vince, 1 defign to leave this, and the following 
paragraph to be accounted for by the Phyficians, 
and Surgeons. My Negro- man Oxford^ had (twice 
\ think) a flender whitifli Worm that<:ame grd'" 
datim ( i.e. an inch or more every day) out of his 
Leg not far irom^ the Shin bone, abcxit half way 
from knee to foot. This Worm was not knotted; 
for I take the knotted Worm to be a concatena- 
tion of many Worms joyned together, as it were 
in a link. As it came out he wound it round a 
very fmall piece of Stick, that part of it immedi- 
ately 
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Stdy- dying as foon as tycd fall with a piece of 
Silk to it. It would cx>ntique fo coming out, for 
a yard and a half in length. His Leg fwelled, 
aikl was painful enough, before the Worm had 
made it break out into a Sore by forcing its way 
thorougk the Skin, but it then grew fomewhat 
cjrfier ; however, if by r)ubbing his Leg againft 
any thing, the Worm happened to break, his Leg 
would fwell again till the remainder of the Worm 
appeared to come out in the felf-lame gradual 
manner quite to the end ; after which the Sore 
fixm healed up without plaiftering. This is a cafe 
Common enough among Negroes, though not 
White-men. 

• 8. We Whites are fubjeft to have a very fmall 
fort of Worms called Chiggoes breed infenfibly in 
our Toes, and in the Bottoms of our Feet. In two 
days time or left, we perceive that they make us 
go a little lame, and that place looks blueifh : 
But they are eafily, and with fcarce any pain, 
taken out of the fkin by one of our fkilful Negroes, 
by help of a Pin or Needle ; and a little Tobacco 
Afhes put into the hole from whence they are 
taken, finifhes a Cure. I could obferve^ by a care- 
fuU furvey, Hairs growing upon them, here and 
there, when they were gotten out whole, which 
tarely happens : Their body is contained in a thin 
white bag, and both together were the fize of the 

G 2 final- 
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fmalleft Pea; and after all, they are much more 
like a Maggot than a Worm. 

9. The Centipee, and Scorpion, put mc in mind 
of what pafled in difcourfe between Captain D^^- 
get and myfelf, fometime in the year 17 18, upo(i 
his arrival at Nevis^ from Bojlon in New-England^ 
after a fatiguing Voyage to the Dutch Colony of 
Surinam. Among other Articles, my curiofity 
tempted me to inquire particularly after the Na- 
ture of the Cold Eel, found in their Rivers, and 
which is mentioned in all the accounts of that 
Country, efpecially by Mrs. Ann Behn^ in her 
Novel of OronookOy which is founded . upon cer-. 
tain truth, though adorned and embellifhed with 
ftrange fabhlous circumftances, as indeed moft, 
if not all, rare matters of fadt are. He aflfured 
me, (as others Perfons of known veracity have 
alfo done) That a Cold Eel being drawn out of 
the River, and fhook out of the Net upon a 
plot of Grafs, the Natives and other Perfons pre- 
fent refufed to touch it, till at laft a fool-hardy 
European Sailor, who it feems, was an infidel in 
that refpe<5t, refolved to venture taking it up, in 
defiance of all perfuafions to the contrary. But 
alas ! he paid dear for his want of faith ; for no 
fooner had he grafped it in his hand, than he in- 
ftantly dropped down in a fwooning fit, his eyes 
were fixed in his head, his face turned pale, and 
even livid, and it was with difficulty enough 

that 
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that they brought him to his fenfes again : the beft 
account he could give of the matter was, that the 
very moment wherein he grafped hold of it, the 
cold from it ran fwiftly up his arm into his body, 
and pierced him to the heart, (b as to deprive 
him of all fenfe. I forgot to enquire, whether 
this Eel is ever eaten : but po-haps it may ; for 
the cold quality of the Eel may depart with its 
Life ; an inflance not much unlike it, filing un« 
der my cognizance every day in the Weft Indies. 
Our Wheaten Bread there, is made of Flower 
brought to us from the fine Province of New 
Tork^ in North America^ and is worked up with 
E^s inflead of Yeaft or Barm. But we have 
another ibrt of Bread that is made^ of CaiTada 
Root. CafTada is a Shrub of four foot high and 
better, grows up in a ftraight, tough, and brown- 
ifti ftalk, that is very knobby, juft like an Englifli 
Crab-tree bough, and. clofe at the top, is fet all 
around with long narrow Leaves of a deepifh 
Green colour. The Root of it is carefully fcrap- 
ed till the white part appears, and then it is rub- 
bed hard againfl: a large Tin Grater, in ihape of 
aNutmcg-^ter, nailed fail to a piece of Wood^ 
that is about two foot long ; and being wondrous 
juicy, is fbon robbed to a foft matter that refem- 
bles Children's Pap. This pappy fubftance is then 
put into a hair Bag, and prejSed hard between 
^0 StoQcs^ until there comes from it a milk 
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white Water of a raw unfavory fmell, and whkh 
is rank Poifon ; for if a Turky, Hen, or Duck^ 
gets to the Prefs and taftes the Watqr, it inftanti^ 
ly dies. We afterwards lay the Ca0ada out a- 
broad in the open air, on purpofe that the hot 
l^un-beams may exhale what poifonous partkles 
the Preis could not fqueezQ put : We then iift it 
thorough a Seive, and make it into thin Cakes^ 
baking it upon a broad Iron kept purely for that 
uie, I was an admirer of this Bread, and do far^ 
ther aiTure you, that it made excellent Pudding?^ 
IVoods Rogers in his Voyage round the World, 
page 52. fays, That at Grande y an liland upon the 
Coaft of Brazile, in South Latitude 20 or 21, 
the Portugueze who inhabit it, have no Bread 
except Caflada, which they call FaranB depau^ 
that is to fay, Bread of Wood. 

10. Though this account of the Cold Eel at 
Surinam is fo lingular, as. to make fome Pcopld 
wholly to difbelieve it y yet it is not (as you well 
know) by £ir fo wonderful as the bote of a Ta^ 
rantula or Spider at (kranto in Italy ^ which has 
bem fb accurately treated of hj BagUviy and other 
learned Phyfidans. Maximilian Miffm^ (voL 4, 
page 598.) gives a fine Italian Letter about it 6xim 
Dr. Domimco Sangenit^ taMr. BuUJbn at Naples i 
which Letter I have prevailed upon a Friend to 
tranflate into En^ib ; and as it contains a com-* 
pendious Rdatioi> of the Afiair ; an4 was never 

yet 
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yet publifhed in Englilh ; I here preient yoa 
with it,* " Some time ago. Dear Mr. Butifony 
*^ you de£redme to give yon a little account of 
^ the Tarantula, and of the Effeds it produces 
^^ in Peribnsbit by it : and becaufe I am indebt- 
^* ed to your morit, I will endeavour to iatisfy 
U yoo by the obfervatbns which I made with 
** my own Eyes. The Tarantute are found not 
•• only in the Provinces of Air/V Lucca and O- 
^* tranto^ but alio in that of Capitinata^ near to 
^ who& Metrc^lis hucera I v^as bred and 
^^ born ; it is a hot Climate, dry, and almoft 
^' quite deftitute of Trees, in the hot Sununer 
^^ days, or about that feafi>n, they are found in 
'* holes in the Earth; and to catch them» one 
*^ muft run a fupple Wand or Stick into the 
'^ holes, which being flirred gently makes them 
^ run oat by the top. They are fhaped much 
like a Spider, with eight Legs in two rows, 
tiiat is, four on each fide> and their Body 
(which confifb of two parts joined together by 
a little knot or ligament very vifilbly) is of the 
^' bigneis of a middle^fized Acom« At one end 
'^ of it their Mouth jets out, and out of it they 
^^ caft their Poiibn in the &me manner as Adders 
^ and Vipers do, marking the place where they 
bite, and not by fUngmg as ibme would have it j 
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• I am told that we have a JTarantula prcferved in Spirits,^ 
81 the Mufgnrn J/hmoUanum in Oxford* 

04 '^Thcy 



cc 

€€ 
€C 



104 LETTER IV. 

*' They are of divers Colours, for I have feen 
" fomc of an Ath colour, others of a dark Brown 
'* like Fleas, and ipeckled as it were with little 
" Stars i there are fome in the Mountains on 
the Borders of jlpuglia^ but their Bite is not 
dangerous. A few hours after People are bit- 
ten by them, they make Inarticulate Cries^ 
and when any of the by-ftanders afk them 
^' what ails them, many return no anfwer, but 
^^ only ftare at you with a ftern look ; and others 
'^ make ilgns with their hands laid on their heart: 
^' for which reafbn the Inhabitants of thoie Coun^ 
" tries, as experienced Perfons, prefently difco- 
f* ver their ail, and without lofs of time imme- 
** diately fend for Muficians with feveral forts 
^^ of Inftruments. Then fome fall a dancing at 
^' the found of the Gittar; others at that of the 
^* Lute or Cittern ; and others at that of the 
" Violin : when firft they hear the Mufick, they 
^^ b^in to daijce foftly ; they afk for Swords, 
^^ and although they be not fkilled in fencing, 
** yet they behave themfelves as Maflers. Others 
'^ defire Looking^^glafles, and whilfl they behold 
" themfelves in them, they vent a great many 
f * bitter Sighs. They want Ribbands and Neck^ 
laces, and fine Cloaths, which they receive 
with inexprefiible joy, making bows, ^nd re- 
^* turning hearty thanks to thofe that beftow 
f them on them, Thefc things they lay in a finq 
V -^ Qrder 
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" onler about the place where they dance, making 
** ufc from time to time of one or other of them, 
according to the impulfe they receive from their 
DiAemper. They be^ their dancing an hour 
after Sun-rifing, and end about an hour before 
noon-day, without ever taking any reft, un- 
^' lefe the Inftruments grow out of tune 5 and 
" then they are very uneafy till they are in tunc 
<< again : k being wonderful how fo rough and 
^* unpolifhed Perfons as Hufbandmen, Keepers 
'^ of Cattle, and fuch Rufticks (hould become 
^^ Co accurate and nice in the knowledge of the 
^^ Harmony or Difcord of Mufical Inftruments ; 
" and carry their enquiry fo far as to afk how 
^^ much each of them coft. An hour after Noon- 
*' day they begin again to dance, and continue 
^' fb doing till Sun-fetting; and this they do for 
three days following, and in the fame order 
without ever being tired, as I have feen many 
'^ of them, nay, more than three days undergo- 
" ing that fatigue, if they obtain no remedy by 
^' it any iboner ; and fome are faid to have been 
obliged to do it eight, and others ten days fuc- 
ceffively. Whilft they dance they are not in 
their right ienfes, nor do they make any di- 
ftindion between their Friends, Relations, or 
^' others, but all are alike to them 3 though it is 
*• true that they fometimes invite fome comely 
^^ or pretty Youth to dance with them. The 

'^Cloaths 
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" Cloatbs they generally wear, are of the moft' 
^' ufual colours, as fiefh coloured, red, blue, and 
V the like: but whenever they fee any bbck; 
they £aM in fuch a pdflion-, that they run with 
Swords after thofe that wear that colour ; one 
Peribn only, I have known. anKHig many, 
who was not difplea&d at the light of black 
Cloatbs, but then he did not ikip about with 
fo n>uch vigour as the others. And now that 
I have ^ven you a general de&ription (^ the 
^< Tarantula, and the effedts of its biting; give 
me leave. Pear Friend, to enlarge a little, and 
to relate two particular Caies^ that I^ with fe*' 
^^ veral others, have a^ually fbea in my ownr 
Country, and its Neighbourhood. Oiie John 
James l^eJorOy (whom I have fcen dance about 
fix times) happened one day to be in a Wood 
where he had buiinefs, and I believe that he 
was fenfible that the time of his fuiFering for 
" the bite of a Tarantula drew near : For he 
^^ made towards his Habitation ; tut he dropped 
down by the way, and was found ftretched 
out upon the bare ground, which being known 
^* in the Country about us, many ran thither, 
** and I among the reft ; and we found tht poor 
Countryman oppreffed with a difficulty of 
breathing ; and we ferther obferved that his 
face and hands began to turn black. But as wQ 
♦* all knew his Diftempfcr, a Gittar was brought, 

" and 
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^^ and as fbon as he heard it played on^ he firft 
" began to move his Feet, then his Legs, and 
^' afterwards he rofe on his Knees : From thence 
a little after, he got up on his Legs and walk- 
ed : And laftly, in about the fpace of a quarter 
^^ of an hour after, he jumped fo that he raifed 
^ himfelf a matter of three fpans high from 
" the ground : He iighed, but with fo »much 
V violence that it frightned thoie that flood by ; 
*^ and in Itis than an hour the blacknefs went 
" off from his Hands, and his Face recovered 
^^ its native colour. In the Caftle of La Motta 
" of M(mtecorvinOy I had an opportunity to fee 
^^ five Perfims, that had been bit by a Tarantula 
^^ dance at the fame time, and in the fame place : 
** Four of them were Ploughmen, and the other 
a very pretty Country Girl : In this company 
I obferved fomething new, which was that each 
of them had taken a flrange Name, and the 
proper Name of fome ancient King^ and z,^ 
^* mong them they thought they were related^. 
^' and fo treated each other with reciprocal Af- 
fedion^ and fuch Complements as caufed ad- 
miration in the beholders. They performed 
" happily their ufual courfe of dancing in three 
days ; on the lafl Evening of which, before 
they parted, they heartily defired a band of 
^ Soldiers 3 upon whidi they had ten Mufquet-. 
^^ tecrs granted them, which being divided into 

" two 
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two Bands flood ready to give a Volley. Then 
they afked afterwards for a Glafs of Water 
and a little powdered Salt, which were both 
foon brought to them. Their Chief, I mean 
the imaginary King of Kings (whofe Name 
was Peter Boccomazza) made a fign in the Cup 
where the Salt and Water were, like that of 

" the'Crofs, and each of them took a little of the 
faid water, and made iigns to the Soldiers to 
fire. Then making a moft profound Bow to 
the Company, they faid. We fhall meet here 
again next year : Thefe poor Creatures after 
fo great a fatigue remembered nothing of what 
had pafled, but only begged of fome of the 

" croud which furrounded them, for pity's fake 

" to lead them home. 

•* S I R, 

I am well pleafed with the fatisfaftion of 
having obeyed your orders, in giving you this 
** fhort account of Particulars as well as I could, 
*^ though perhaps not altogether as you defired ^ 
^* If you will honour me with your Commands 
" in any thing elfe, you fhall always find me 
** ready to ferve you, and to approve myfelf^ 

" Tours^ &c. 

The learned Maximilian Mifon, advifes thofe that 
are curious to be fully informed of this aflEair, to 

confult 
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confult chiefly Mr. George Baglivf\ Dodor of 
Phyfick, and Anatomy Profeflbr, in the great 
College at Naples^ who ingenuoufly owns, like 
a truly able Man, that he is not capable to pene- 
trate into thefe Myfteries of Nature : Humijacet^ 
faith he. But to make us amends, he gives a very 
agreeable relation of all the wonderful particulars 
of this Phenomenon (which he has often obferv- 
cd, even in Apuglia^ with a perfeft exaftneis) in 
his Dijferfatio de Nomine ^Natura^ Morfu^ Gf Effec- 
tibus ^arantulce : He there confirms every thing 
that is related by Dr. Sangenito^ in his Letter to 
Mr. Bulifon^ and adds fome other Particulars to it; 
one of the mofl fingular whereof is, that thefe 
Infe(9s kill and eat one another when they meet. 
When you come to Bedford^ I can help you to 
a fight of Baglivi's Treatife, if you defire it. He 
infifts farther, viz. page 361, That not only their 
Bites, but even the Liquors in which they are 
ftifled, are capable to produce pernicious eflfedb, 
as is manifeft from the experience of the In- 
habitants of Apuglia. Nay, in chapter the firft, 
that treats of this Infedt, he avers. How thofe 
who are once bit by it, are never quite cured of the 
Venom ; for it revives every year, and occafions 
a long feries of Evils, which would be very annoy- 
ing to the Patients, if they did not take due care of 
their health by Dancing and Balls. They are a 
hairy Animal, with two little Horns : and are fo 

hoftile 
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hoftile one to another, that if you put ten of them 
in one Veflcl, (adds he) they will kill one another^ 
till only one furvives the reft; nay, if you (hut 
^ but two up in any one Veflel, the one kills and eats 
the other foon, though they can live above a 
month without Food. 

1 1 . But let us diverfify the fubjed. You know 
that fbme of the Ancient Heathen Roman Prin«» 
ces were wont to burn their deceafed Friends, and 
to preferve the iacred Aflies in finall Urns, which 
were carefully placed in Vaults under ground. 
Now in order to this, they were obliged to 
weave large Sheets out of the Stone called Ami'^ 
antboSy that is undoubtedly the Ajbejios fo famous 
among Naturalifts. They put the Body into one 
of thefe Sheets, which will ftand the Fire with 
very little hurt or diminution ; and when it was 
thoroughly reduced to afhes, they then let the 
Sheet cool^ and fo put the Aflies into Urns : (this 
piage is obferved at this day by fbme Families 
oiT'artar Princes.) ^.Mijjbn iaw in Count Mof^ 
cardo^s Cabinet at Verona in Italy ^ many Peices of 
Workmanfliip that had been framed out of this 
Stone, which though hard and weighty, is not- 
withflanding eafily divided into Fibres or Threads, 
which are fo ftrong and flexible, that they may 
be fpun like Cotton or Silk. Vide Vol.i. pag.196. 

12. Several Gentlemen of known probity and 
credit, after having taken the tour oi Holland^ 

Germany 
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Germany and Italy ^ have defcribed the afiair to 
my entire £ttisfadioQ, and one of them with this 
additional and curious circumftance, viz. That 
there being a whole Sl^et of this kind in one of 
the Pope's Palaces at Rome (either in that of 
Monte Cavallo^ or the Vatican y) he with fome o- 
thcr Travellers, had with difficulty procured the 
£ivoar of feeing the Sheet tried ; and accordingly 
a large pan of red-hot Charcoal was got ready, 
and one comer of the Sheet put into it ; the Sheet 
fbon looked like red-hot Iron, and continued in 
£> fieroe a Fire for a confiderable (pace. It was 
then taken out, and laid to cool ; and he afTured 
me, diat in half an hour's time or lefs, it return- 
ed to the fdf fame colour, and felt exa<5lly as it 
did juft before it was put in. If I miftake not, 
there are divers pieces of this flrange cloth in the 
repofitory of Grejham : 

1 3 . However, this I know to be fad. An in- 
timate Acquaintance of mine at Nevis ^ one Mr. 
Archibald Hamilton^ went for his health's iake to 
' Bojltm the Metropolis of New England^ and at his 
return back gave me a very particular account of 
Aat flouriftring Brittijh Province. Among other 
curious obfervations which he made, he told me, 
That at the bottom of one or more Rivers there, 
were confidcrable quantities of the Stone called -4- 
mia?tth$s^ He brought away five or fix pieces of it, 
dne of which about five ounces in weight he gave 

to 
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to me, bot which I have unluckily loft ibme 
years ago. It was heavy in proportion to its bulk, 
cxtrcamly hard, very flat, and of a lightifti Cho- 
colate colour. The Fibres or Threads (agreeable 
to Mifon) were eafily enough drawn or pulled out 
from the narrow fides of the Stone, were almoft 
as foft as Silk, of a whitifli or rather grey colour 
when drawn out, and might beyond queftion be 
Ipun and wove into Handkercheifs, or Cloth, es- 
pecially if there was a fmall matter of Silk or very 
fine Flax mixed with it, which Silk or Flax, 
might be eafily got out again, by putting it into 
a Fire for a minute fpace. My Amiantbos Stone 
flood the Ordeal or Fiery Trial more than once, 
without the leaft hurt or diminution, that I could 
perceive. Baily (ays it waftes a fixteenth part. I 
had almoft forgot to acquaint you, that the New 
England AJbeJios is the entire Stone itfelf, whereas 
the AJbeJios you fhewed me in Dr. lVoodward*s 
CoUedion, is a matter {Bailey ftiles it a Mineral) 
that grows, as a Vein, in an extreamly hard Stone. 
It is now above thirty years ago fince I looked 
into Pancirollus de Rebus MemorabilibuSy &c. ic^ 
that I do not remember whether he mentions this 
Article, which however does moft certainly merit 
a learned attention. The Wick of Lamps, that are 
falfely ^d to burn for Ages in Antique Roman 
Vaults, is fuppofed to be made of AJbeJios^ and the 
Oyl that fupplies them is afiirmed to be a prepara- 
tion 
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from Gold : An abiblute impoffibility f For the 
£>fteft Fire would by its continuation fbon de-» 
ihx>y the hardeft Stone, and the pureft Metal. It 
is wdl known, that the ancient Romans did fu-> 
perftitioufly put into their Urns and Tombs, not 
ixAj little . Metallick Veflels and Glals Viak 
which were termed Laduymatories, but alfo Se- 
puldiral Lamps that were lighted and left thae : 
Now, whatever flrange notions vulgar Heads 
might conceive about them ; furely the wifer Pa* 
gans could not fiippofe, That either the Wick or 
Oyl woidd laft for ever, becaufe every thing that 
burns muft of courfe wafte« 

I fhall conclude my long Letter with telling 
you. That when Mr. Hamilton was in New 
England^ (i.e. in 1717. or thereabouts) it was 
currently reported, and univerially believed, that 
the Perfon who cut off King Charles the Firft's 
Head, died there then, he owning it upon his 
Death-bed, but not before. 

lam^ dear Sir ^ Tbur% 

v/.s. 

p. S. If any one doubts the Trath of Dr. San^ 
gemto\ Letter, and cannot believe that Mufick 
can &i raife and move the Spirits of Man ; let 
him confider i Samuel xvi. 23. viz. When tbe^ 
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Eml Sfnrit /hm Gcd was nfon StaH, IHyidtHk 
Us Harp and played^ fo that Stnl was refrejbid^ 
and was weU^ and the Eml Spirit departed frma 
bim. het him ooniiilt alio, chap. 8, of Came^ 
rariuj^s Hifierical Meditations, and the aforefiud 
Mdxindlian Mijfcn^ vol. 4. page 396. where he 
may meet with many infianoes of the Power of 
Mufick. My own Belief in all fiichcaies, is go- 
verned by ioond Reaibn, not at all by t^tjudice: 
I jud^ of no Man's Words^ before I have tho- 
roag^y tried them by the Touch-ftone of thk 
Reaibn. It is monftrons, in (hort, to im^ne' 
before-hand^ that a Man is goii^ to impofe * 
FaUhood upon me for Truths on account of what 
his Neighbours may malicioufly infinuate, to the 
impeachment of his Veracity : but alas ! ibme 
people's Faidi can bend like a twig : ^fine^ 
thanks to kind Heaven ! never could. 
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Good Sir, 

THE following Letter was wrote from Na^ 
pks^ to my Lord Lovely by Mr. George 
Sbeivock^ jun'. who was travdling Tutor to his 
Son } And the principal Reafon for my fending it 
iS) left it ihould never be made publick, or come 
to yoar peruial by ibme other hand : Though I 
hope that one time or other^ that curious Gen- 
tleman wiU oblige the World with a full account 
of lus Travels. 

" My Lord, 

1. ^^ By the only Book I have had, to confult 
^^ about what Place it may have formerly been, 

which is Ortelius*s TCbefauruSy I find it was for- 
merly called Hercukanum^ which is laid to have 
flood, jufl where this Subterraneous Town (as 
*^ they call it) now is; that is, either on the ve- 
ry Spot where the Town called ^orre di Greco 
is now, or very near it, at the Foot of Mount 
Vefitidus.M 

2. ^^ What is now feen of it, is not above half 
'^ an En^iifh Mile from hence, as I take it, and as 
^' it was in all likelHuxxla large place, it may up- 
'^ on &rtfaer difcovery be found, to extend itfelf to 

Ha " Torft 
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" Torre di Greco ^ and even beyond it. Before I 
** give fuch a defcrlption of thefe Remains as I 
am able, it may firft be neceffary to acquaint 
you, that for fear of Accidents, the Pailages 
they have dug out, which have been quite at 
a venture, are feldom higher or broader than 
" is neceflary for a Man of my fize to pais along 
" conveniently. This is the caufe that you have 
^* but an imperfedt Vievsr of things in general ; 
" and as thefe narrow Paflages are quite a Laby- 
" rinth, there is no guefling at whereabouts you 
** are, after two or three turnings. 

3. "At the further end of Fortieth towards 
T^orre di Greco^ you defcend by above fifty 
Stone Steps, which convey you over the Wall 
" of a Theater, lined with white Marble, which 
" if the Earth and Rubbifh were cleared over it, 
woilld, I believe, be found to be very entire : 
By what is feen of it, I do not imagine it to 
** have been much bigger than one of our ordi- 
" nary Theaters in London ^ and that it was a 
" Theater, and not an Amphitheater, appears 
" by a part of the Scene which is plainly to be 
** diftinguifhed ; it is, I think, of Stucco, and 
** adorned with Compartments of Grotefquc 
" Work, of whichj and Grotefque Paintings, 
** there is a great deal fcattered up and down, in 
*^ the feveral parts of the Town. 

4. « When 
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4. " When you have left the Theater, you 
** enter into narrow Paflages, where on one hand 
*^ of you, (for you feldom or ever fee any particular 
'^ Objeft to be diftinguiflied on each hand of you 
^* at once, becaufe of the narrownefs of the Paf- 
** iages) you have Walls crufted over, or lined 
" with Marble fbmetimes, and fometimes with 
Stucco, and fometimes you have Walls of bare 
Brick, but almoft throughout, you fee above, 
and about you. Pillars of Marble or Stucco 
crafted or broken, or lying in all forts of di- 
redions; fometimes you have plainly the out- 
fides of Walls of Buildings, that have apparent- 
ly fallen inwards, and fometimes the infides of 
Buildings, that have apparently fallen outwards; 
and fometimes you have apparently, both the 
" infides and oiitfides of Buildings, that ftand up- 
" right, and many of them would, I dare fay, 
*'* be found to be entire, as feveral have in part 
" been. To make an end of this general defcrip- 
** tion, you have all the way, fuch a confiifion 
" of Brick and Tiles, and Mortar, and Marble, in 
" Cbrnifties and Friefes, and other Members and 
" Ornaments, together with Stucco, and Beams^ 
" and Rafters^ and even what feem to have been 
" Trees, that flood in the Town, and Blocks and 
" Billets for Ffcwel, together with the Earth, and 
" Matter, that (eems to have oyer- whelmed the 
** Town, all fo blended and crufhed, and as it were ^— 

» 3 "ra\^^4jf 
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** mixed together, that it is far caficr to concave, 
'^ than to defcribe it : The Ruin in general is not 
*• to be exprei&d. 

5. '^ Having given your Lordihip this giaieml 
^* account^ I will now run over the moft remark^ 

able particulars, I &w, juft as they &em to 
me, without pretending to order $ for, as t have 
hinted already, it was impoffibleformetoknow 
in what order they iland, in reject to «ach 
"^^ other. I iaw the Infide of a Rotund^ which 
may have been a Temple ; it is crowned with 
a Dome, it may be about thirty feot in 
diameter, but I forbear to fay «ny thmg k 
•^ meafures, for they will altew of none to be 
'^ taken near it : I iaw the lower part of a Corin^ 
*' thian Cdlumn, upon tdie loftieft proportioned 
'^ Brick Pedeflal I ever obferved ; and thereabouts 
^' fbnie very felid Brick Buildings. 

6. ** I fbpn afterwards paiTed over, what by 
the length we &w of it, appears to have been 
a veiy vaft Moiaic Pavement : We ibon after- 
wards perceived oudelves to be got into the 
infide of a Dwelling-houle : The Rooms ap- 
pear to have been but finall ^ they are lined 
with Stucco, and painted with a Groimd of a 
deep Red, adorned widi Compartments^ either 
of a white or light Yellow, and t)fibme other 
Colours,^ our Lights were not good enough to 
make us diftinguiih : In theie Compartments 
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^^ were Groteique Paintings^ of Birds, Beafts, 
^' Mafks, Feftoons and the like : Soon afterwards, 
>' with ibme difficulty, and by €req>ing up a ve- 
<< ly narrow Hole of loofe Earth, we got into 
^' an upper Apartynent of another Houie : The 
^ Floor was of Stucco, and the Earth and Rub- 
^ \a£ti was deared away from under a gjreat part 
'' .of k: w« ventured upon it, and found a |loom 
^' lined and adorned in a manner I have deicribed 
^^ the laft, only it was rather richer ; the Celling 
f^ is painted juft in t;he fame manner and in the 
'^ iame Cdours, and with the fame Ground of 
^* deep red as the lides. This Room may have 
^ been about ten or eleven foot high ; but the 
*^ 4anger of our fituation, would not permit us 
^^ to do otherwiie, than get out of it as foon as 
" we oould. 

7* ^* Shortly afterw^ds, we were carried, ra- 
^ ther afeeodi^ as we went, into what ieems to 
^^ Jiave been a principal Room in ioait great 
^' Houfe ; at the end of it, which is to be (een, 
^' there are three large Bufiets in the Wj^l, all 
^' three moft admirably painted, partly in Gro« 
f^ teique, and partly in Perfpe^ve, repreienting 
*^ Temples, Houies, Gardens, and the like, exe- 
^ cuted with the greateft ficedom, judgment, and 
*• variety, and very much enlivened with the 
*^ higbeft and mofl aiiy Ornaments > as is the 
'^ whole of the Room as far as can be feen, not 
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^* exceptmg the Roof which feems to have been 
a iloping one ; and all the Lines of the Com* 
partments of the Panting of it, feem to tend 
** to tame Ornaments, that muft have been in the 
<< middle, or Centre of the top: What the heigth 
<< of this Room may have been, is hard to iajr, 
for by the Buffets it appears, that there is a good 
depth to be dug out to get on the Floor. I 
mufl not omit, that between the painted Com^ 
partments of this Room, there is cx)ntinually 
a Palm-tree in fo very pidurefque a manner, 
^^ that I think it one of the moft pleafing Orna- 
^' ments I ever &w : What may be the length 
'* and breadth of this Room is not to be guefled 
" at, for they have not cleared away above, I 
^* think, five foot of the end of it, that I have 
given an account of. We afterwards pafled 
thorough ordinary Rooms of the fame Houfe, 
and through the Iniide of £)me other Houies, 
feemingly of leis note, of thefe Infides in gene- 
ral, I ihall only fay, that they are almoft al- 
ways painted of a deep Red, ibmetimes plain, 
^' and ibmetimes adorned with Figures, and it 
" feemed to me, twice or thrice as we pafled 
along, that we turned the Corners of Streets ; 
twice I thought we pafled the Fronts of Houfes, 
" and once particularly we pafled by the Front as 
^* it feemed of fome publick Edifice, very large, 
♦^ with very broj^d fluted Pilafl;crs of Stucco. 

8, " m 
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8. *' But nothing is more extraordinary than 
what is demonflrativdy evident to have been 
the Cataftrophe of it. That it was partly de- 
ifax>yed by an Eruption of the Mountain can 
** never be doubted, and in the following man- 
** ner ; Firft it was fet on fire by burning matter 
" from the Mountain, and by the time it was 
" well in Flames it was overwhelmed, and the 
fire was finothered: Your Lordfhip will be 
convinced of this by what I am going to ob- 
ierve; I Have taken notice that there is every 
where great quantities of Beams, and Rafters^ 
and Trees, and Billets of Wood, fcattered up 
^* and down ; all thefe are burnt to as fine and 
perfed: a Charcoal as ever I (aw, or as any body 
ever made ufe of 5 the very largeft of the 
Btams are burnt to the Heart, though they 
have pcrfcdly preferved their Form, infomuch 
^^ that in all of them I examined, I could per- 
ceive every Aroak of the Ax or Tool they 
were hewn and (haped with ; that the Town 
was burnt, is as plain as that it was overwhelm- 
" cd. Now if it had continued to bum for any 
^V time, all the Beams and Rafters would have 
** been reduced to Afhes, or have been quite de- 
** faced, whereas by the Fire being fuddenly 
♦* imothered, they became true and perfed: Char* 
^* coal as they are 5 This feems to be the cafe of 
*^ that part of it that is hitherto difcovered. 

9 " Tha^ 
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9. ^' That this deftrudion was cffoQbod by two 
^^ fttch violent Accidents fuddenly upon the back 
^' of each other, niay be the more natural to fup- 
'' pofe, than that it was burnt by the fame mat- 
^^ ter that overwhelmed it, for if that was the 
^^ cafe, I do not fee how the Paintings could have 
" been preferved fo &dh as they are, or indeed 
^' at all, nor can it be conceived that there ihould 
" not appear fome marks of the burning in the 
'^ Bricks, the Marble, the Stucco, and the reft: 
** now there is as yet no fuch thk^ to be ob- 
*' ferved, nor does there a{^>ear to be any fort of 
^' oombuftible iuhftance mixed with the Eardi 
*^ or Rubbiih ; both above and below it &ems 
*' to have been buried in common Earth, whidi 
'^ could naturally have no ihare in burning the 
*' Town i This may make it to be believnd, it 
was rather buried by ibme extraordinary e£- 
fe&s of an Earthquake which h^pened at the 
fame time, than by burning matter thrown out 
'^ of the Mountain : Thai; it was iet on fire by 
<< burning Matter thrown out of the Mountain, 
** cannot well be doubted ; but that it was bu- 
^^ ried by burning matter from the Mountain, 
^' appears not at all to be the cafe. In what*- 
" foever manner die Fate of the Town was 
<' broi^ht upon it, it leems to have been as 
^' dreadful an one as could have been infli£led in 
" Nature. I will trouUe you with but one other 
" dbfervation about it, which is, that the Inha- 
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" bitants feem to have had ibme diimal warn^ 
<< ing to ibriake it, for in the digguig of above 
*^ a mile and a balf which they cwnpute the ie- 
'^ veral Windiogs and Turnings are, they have as 
^^ yet found but one dead Body. In my next I 
*^ will give you an account of the Paintings and 
V Statues they have taken for the King's ufe^ 
« sad add what may have flipped out of my me- 
'^ mory at preient. In the mean time, &cJ' 

io« None of my acquaintance who have taken 
the polite Tour of Holland, Gervumy, and Itafy^ 
ever fb much as named this fubterraneous Town 
to me : I have al£> confulted MsximHisn Miffim^ 
and -as he makes not the leoft mention of it, ib I 
amlk prefiime k wu not difcovered till after he 
had pubiifbed his Tmvels in four Odavo Vo* 
kunes inihe Year of nur Lord 1714 : However 
he ^aK>tes Dmn Caffius^ and tells us from him % 
That the thuadcring Noife of an Eruption was 
heaid as&rw JSo^ri^, and Eiffft\ That the Towns 
of JRmj^m and Hercmkma were fwallowed api 
That ttoft oftbc JAbabkant^ whojt that unh4>« 
py minute were aflifting at the pubUck Spe<9»- 
des were buried in their Ruks $ aad that it was 
aUb thon^ that the ;ancient PJiniui and C§j^ 
Baffius, whoie rafh CiBrioiity embokkned them 
to4ulvaace «oo near the Mouth of ^^w'm, fui^ 
&red tlie Joke £ite. He 4s of opinion moreover^ 
ThM Herculana Aood £3rmerly where ?W^ -di 
OttuvQ is now fituate, which I fiippofe has not fo 



124 LETTER V. 
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very lately as fincc the publication of his Travels, 
changed its name to T^orre di Greco : And indeed 
as mod of the Inhabitants were buried in its 
ruins, I do not fee how this fubterraneous Town 
can be either Pompeia or Herculana^ fince ac- 
cording to Mr, Sbelv0ck's laft obfervation, there 
has been but one fingle dead Body dug up in it : 
Nay, give me leave to take notice yet ferther. 
That as all the adjacent People of the Country 
reforted to thefe Spedlacles, Hercukna muft then 
be crowded in a moft extraordinary manner. 

1 1 . That curious and learned Traveller docs 
alfo remark. That in the Night, between the 
nineteenth and twentieth oi September in the Year 
of our Lord 1538, the Earth there was brought 
to bed of a Mountain, which has ever fince been 
called Monte Nuovo^ or Di Cinere. The Birth 
was attended with terrible circumftances : for the 
Earth quaked; the Sea recoiled; the Lucrin 
Lake was alniioft filled up; great numbers of Men 
and Beafl:s perifhed; and there was a general and 
dreadfiil confternation through all the neighbour- 
ing Country. 

12. In another place, fpcaking of the Via Fla^ 
minia^ he fays : In fbme places, and particularly 
towards Cajiel Nuovo^ fifi:een miles from Rome^ 
this ancient Pavement may be ftill obferved, 
which fometimes mounts on Afcents that are 
now inacceffible, in other places it loofes itfelf in 

deep 



LETTER V. 125 

deep Vallies^ which cannot be defcended into^ and 
afterwards appears again fome miles farther. It 
is very certain , that by Winds, Rains, great 
Floods, Earthquakes and other Accidents, Plains 
are fwelled to Hills, and Hills funk to Vallies; 
The Land gains from the Sea in fbme places, and 
iofes in others; The Sea furnifhes the Land 
with Lakes, and the Land renders it Iflands; Ri« 
vers dry, and change their courie 3 Mountains be- 
come level ; and the figure of the Globe is in 
perpetual variation. 

i3. My dear Friend : All this I allow to be 
indelible truth ; and particularly fo in regard to 
Italy and Sicily , both of which Countries muft 
be in a good meafure undermined, and of courfe 
have their furface flrangely altered by Earth- 
quakes, fince Fefuvius and Mtna have (in order 
to effect it) been burning out their Bowels for fb 
many Ages together. This we are fure of; that 
both thefe Mountains have fallen into a raging 
Fit at the fame time, which have induced many 
Perfons of found judgment and learning, to infer 
that they have a fubterraneous communication 
with e^ch other. 

14. Nor is this confined folely to that part of 
the World; for about the year of our Lord 
17 18, whilfl I lived at Nevis^ the Sea did among 
the jizores, or Weflem Iflands, gradually throw 
up Stones and Earth fo long as till it had formed 

a 
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t new Iflind, which was fome miles in circam-^ 
ference« The Portugueze from lercera took pof- 
idlion of it (as foon as they durft venture on fo 
hazardous an attempt) by fetting up a Oofs there* 
on ; but alas ! it very (hortly after funk down a* 
gain as gradually into the Sea^ and fo vani(hed. 
There is a Vulcano upon one of the Azores 
which is for that reafon called Fuego ; and if I 
am not much miftaken^ there iifued Smoak out 
of a confiderable hole in the fmall Ifland, that 
thus arofe out of^ and funk into the Sea again. 

1 5. I muft draw to a conclufion with this re- 
markable inflancein behalf of fb indelible a truth, 
viz^ That about feven or eight years ago, there 
was fudi a dreadful Earthquake in Chili or Peru 
(or in both, ) as deflroyed the fine City of St. 
yago in Chili ^ upon the River of St. Jago^ which 
waters a Province of that name (and fome others,) 
befides many Villages fpr fome hundreds of 
miles together : This horrid Ruin was doubtlefe 
occafioned by the Vulcanoes with which all parts 
of the Coafts in the South Sea abound, as well as 
the Cordillera^ or Mountains of Andes y that part 
the rich Kingdom of Chili from the vafl and flill 
more fertile Plains of Cuio. Father Ovalk a Na- 
tive of Chili and Procurator for it at Rome^ fays. 
That in thefe Mountains there arc fixteen Vul- 
canoes, which fometimes break out with dire 
efFefts, cleave the Rocks, and ilTue great quanti- 
ties 
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ties of Fire^ with a noife refembling Thunder ; 
He aocoonts tbefe Mountains the higheft in the 
Wodd }V(Hkis Rogers owns much the fame in 
the following ifarong tenns ; viz^ '^ Some parts 
^' of them I believe are full as high^ if not h^her 
w than the Pico T^eneriff^ with Snow on the top j" 
He was then cruifing in South Latitude i^. oj, 
but does not tell what diftance he might be from 
them J and in another place he iays^ that he iaw 
Pico Tteneriff very plain when he was at leaf): 
thirt7«-iix Leagues from it. 

i6. There is a noted Vulcano near the City of 
Mexico called Popacatepec^ whoie mouth (at the 
top of an exceeding high Mountain) is pretty near 
a Mile in circumference. Vide Dt.BarcIaf^ Urn--, 
verfid traveller. 

I fii[^ie you are by this time weary enough 
of reading this Epiftle of 

rours W. S. 



P. 5. There are Vulcanoes in mmy parts of 
At Eajf JMies, which frequently occafion Earths 
qvakcsr atnd their fittal coniequences, in much the 
&ne manner virith JEtna^ Vefuwus^ and Strornhh. 
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Good Sity 

I Would not have any one infer from my pre- 
ceeding Letters, and particularly from the 

kft, that Vulcanoes are confined folely to ex* 
tream hot Latitudes : no ; let us remember, that 
in the wonderous cold Climate of Iceland we 
have an account of a Burning Mountain called 
Mount Heclay which (if we may give credit to 
the teftimony of Mariners) rages moft horribly 
as well as almofl incefTantly, fending forth amaz- 
ing quantities of Smoke, Flame, and combufti« 
ble matter. But our great misfortune is, that ve- 
ry few (if any) Perfons of Learning and Judgl 
ment competent enough have travelled thither, 
to bring us an accurate defcription of it : And as 
for the poor Natives of fuch a difmal Country, 
they are fo unpolifhed (or rather wild and j&. 
vage) that they want all forts of Literature, and 
confequently can relate nothing certain about its 
EflFeds beyond their own Times ; nay it is with 
me a queftion, whether any other European un- 
derflands a iingle word of their Language, ot 
whether the boldeft of fuch ignorant Creatures 
durft venture to approach within a mile of its 
mouth. Bifhop Nicbolfon in page 51. of his 

Englijb 
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EngJiJh Hijlorical Library (I own) aflerts their Li- 
terature in the following words ; " Afamal or the 
** Afian Tongue was fuppofed to be brought out 
** of AJia by Woden or Odin^ the firft great Ge- 
" neral that led a Colony into thefe Parts, The 
" beft Reiiiains of this are now amongft the In- 
" habitants of Iceland ; who have preferved their 
" ancient Language in the greateft purity 3 both 
" by being leaft acquainted with Foreign Com- 
" merce, and by taking care to regifter in it the 
" publick Tranladions of their own and the 
" neighbouring Nations." Read alfo the two fol- 
lowing pages of his, where you will find an ac- 
count of the Treatifes 1 never faw. His whole 
Book IS very curious and entertaining to a found 
Scholar. However, we may in time hear further 
of it, becaufe about twelve or thirteen years ago 
the King of Denmark who pretends to its Sove- 
reignty, fent off thither fifty or fixty Families, 
in order to try if it was not pradticable to fettle 
a Colony, that might traffick with them for Deer- 
Ikins, Bear-fkins, Ermins, Martins, Beavers, and 
other Furrs : But I doubt whether the Profit an- 
fwered the Expence of the Projedt 3 for I cannot 
fay, that we ever after had fo much as mention 
made of them. N. B. There is now at this junc- 
ture of time, a warm difpute between that Prince 
and the States General of the United Provinces of 

I HqI- 



r 



130 LETTER VI. 

Holland, in regard to the Right of Fifliery upon 
its Coafts. 

2. This Article ofthcFifliery upon the Coafts, 
of Iceland puts me in mind, that when I was at 
Kingston fupra Hull^ in the year 1724, I yifited 
for curiofity (among other Places) Trimty Hou/ey 
in the Hall whereof^ungnp a very finall wooden 
Canoe, that was (both at top and bottomy fx- 
ceeding well clofed, and tight. Out of a hole in 
the midft of the top, appeared a fmall man's Effi- 
gies as far almoft as its middle (or waift ) with a 
fhoft Paddle in one hand, which Paddle was 
broad and flat at each end, not unlike the broa^^ 
end of a well fhaped Boat's Oar j only it was ^ 
much (harper at each extremity and made round 
in the middle on purpofe for him to hold it by^ 
in the middle, and to paddle .with it the more^ 
commodioufly. They ftiled the feffigies the bonny 
Bdatman, and in wondrous grave terms told mc.^ 
the following Story about him. viz. A Greenland 
Veflel belonging to that Port, did on her return,, 
home, about four or five days after her deDar-, 
ture from thence, and confequently far enoujgh 
from it, e^y a fiibrt and Httle Map of that lize^ 
padling in greai hafte away from them ; but diey^^ 
purfued, and loon came up with him; however^ 
he^wis To expert at pacJiing, and fhifted about^ 
fo very* dexteroufly , that it was with great diffi- . 
cufty they catched him, Hefeemed veryuneafy 

at 
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at his misfortune of being thus made a Prifoner, 
fore enough againft his will ; for he fhed many 
Tears crying aloud, made ftrange inarticulate 
noifes, fbmetimes uttering what they thought 
might be a guttural unintelligible Language, ab- 
folutely refufed all manner of fuftcnance both as 
to Meats and Drinks, which they offered him, 
lived two or three days, and then died in much 
fecming grief : His body they threw into the Sea, 
but brought away home with them the Canoe 
and the Paddle, as well as his Garment which 
covered all the upper part of his Body except his 
Hands and Face, and was of a black colour that 
(hined like black Oyl-lkin ; and caufing this Effi- 
^cs to be made in refemblance of the bonny Boat- . 
man, put up the whole, as a moft Angular Rari- 
ty, in the Hall of Trinity Houfe^ where I faw it : 
I had almoft forgot to acquaint you. That the 
Effigies had a pretty large Bag hanging at its 
right Side which was taken fo on the bonny 
Boatman^ and in which he kept a Liquor (faid 
the Sailors) that would give him fufficient light 
whenever he dived, which he frequently did. 
Canoe and all together : But this I want faith to 
believe. In fhort j my own ferious opinion of the 
matter is, That the Greenland Ship might be 
prtty near fome part of the Wcftern Coaft of 
Iceland^ though not able to fee it for Fogs or 
Hazinefs of Weather, and that the bonny Boat- 
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man might be a Native of that Country ,who per- 
haps, was drove farther than ordinary from the 
fliore by blowing weather. The People of Hull 
are firmly perfuaded that he was a Native of 
Greenland : But if I rightly remember the State 
of that forlorn Land, it has no other Inhabitants 
than White Bears, with a few Deer, and fome 
few Fowles : I have fince read M. Egedes ac- 
count which fays, it is tolerably peopled in the 
Parts towards the South. 

3 . But let us travel away to the Coaft of Nor-^ 
way^ where we meet with a moft remarkable 
place called by their Writers Mael^Stroom^ which 
has ever very much puzzled the Learned World 
to account for. It is a huge (monftrous) Hole or 
Hiatus in the Sea, that is fcituate among fome 
poor Iflands ; and I fhall now endeavour to de- 
fcribe it according to my beft information and 
judgment. 

4. This Hiatus may be a Mile in Diameter, 
and is very vifible when the Tide is at ebb. As 
foon as the Water begins to flow again, the Tide 
drives it into the Hiatus, with an incredible im- 
petuofity and noife, together with the Fiflies and 
every thing elfe that gets into its Stream along 
with them, and continues to do fo till it is quite 
full, which happens a little before the Water is 
rifen to high Flood. It is well worth our ob- 
fervation j That a little before, and a little after, 

as 
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as well as at high Flood, Veffels do ufually {ail 
over It, with as much fafety as they can over any 
other part of the Sea thereabouts. But no fooner 
is the Flood a quarter fallen, than the Hiatus 
which is then full of Water, begins to difgorgc 
it up again in a moft violent manner, together 
with the Fifhes and whatfoever elfe it had fo vo- 
racioufly fwallowed down along with them. 
The Fiftiermen from the adjacent Iflands are al- 
ways, in ieafonable weather, ready upon thefe 
Diigorgings to catch the Fifties, which they do 
in confiderable numbers, retiring home with them 
before the Tide gets too near an Ebb, and of 
courfe before there can be leaft danger of its hur- 
rying them away into the Hiatus. Gordon in his 
Geographical Grammar ftiles this Hiatus, the 
Navel of the World, and makes it more than a 
Mile in diameter, allowing Fifties to be caught at 
its diigorging, and affirms, that it fwallows down 
tvcry thing at high Flood, and difgorges when the 
Tide is at an ebb. My own account I had from 
perfons,who pretended to have actually feen, and 
failed over it. 

5. Now that this Hiatus called Mael-Stroom 
(were it fo) fliould be always a filling, could raife 
no fuch mighty wonder in us ; but the Reafbns 
or Grounds which caufe it to difgorge thus, do 
certainly lay much deeper than my fliort line of 
underftanding can iathom : and indeed if this 
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knotty Point is propofed to be unravelled, and 
difcovered by the help of a fubterraneous either 
Fire or Air, I think a man of penetration, and fo- 
lid judgment, might eafily raife fuch ftrong Ob- 
jedions againft both, as would render it difficult 
to get over them. 

6, This brings to my mind,That in the Spring 
of the year 1 700, 1 fet ^1 from Tartnouth in iWr- 
folk towards Narva in Livonia^ one of the fineft 
Provinces then, on the South-fide of the Balticky 
which belonged to the Crown of Siveeden -, and 
the firft place we touched at was Eljinore upon 
the Ifle of Zeeland in Denmark^ where I law no* 
thing remarkable, in our two days ftay, befides a 
large Caftle which they aflured us, commanded 
the entrance into the Baltick Sea, and had in it 
one particular peice of Cannon fo long and well 
jnade, that it would throw a Ball acrofs the Sound 
into Scbonen on the Sweedijb Side : The latter af- 
fertion may poffibly be truq ; but about a month 
^fter we left it, a Squadron of only eighteen Eng^ 
lijh Men of War demonftrated the former to be 
falfe, by firing each a Broad-fide at it as they 
pafled along by, to the great terrour and aftonifli- 
raent of its Garrifon, as well as the Inhabitants of 
m/inore^ I faw a Regiment of Foot drawn up, 
and reviewed there j they were tall and large-bo- 
died, and red-headed to a man, as moft People of 
JSIertb Germany are, efpecially in the laft point. 

,7. The 
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7. The next Sea Port wc called in at, was Qh 
penhagen their Metropolis, which notwithftand- 
ing was chiefly built with Wood. The King's 
Palace itfelf niade no great figure : And to fpeak 
the truth, we faw nothing extraordinary there ex- 
cept its Harbour, which is the fineft and moft 
conimodioiis ih the whole World. Its Mouth is 

*fo' narrow, that but one Ship ran pafs in at a time^ 
And thefe'is a foot-path made of Wood direftly 
crofs over it, which is fo ar^fti% contrived, as to 
be eafily flipped on one fide when a Veflel is to 
enter ; Boats can row under it. When you are 
got in, you 'find the Harbour as fmooth and flill 
as a Mill-Pohd, and withal .capacious enough to 
receive the largeft Navy in Europe ; The Royal 
Docks, both dry and wet, are clofe at hand on 
the left at your entrance. In order to ag^raj;idize 
their Country, we Mrere told that the whole Har- 
bour was dug by thf hand of ]if an ; but that I 
ran icarce tJelieve : However, this I am willing to 
allow them, viz. That it might by fuch labour 
be vaftly improved. Ait frequently aflifting Na- 
ture in moft cafes of that kind, if not in all. 

8. After a Week's ftay, we proceeded on our 
Voyage for Narva in Livonia^ near the Bay of /»- 
griay where we fafely arrived in a few (Jays, and 
with pTeafant moderate Weather,. confidering the 
Seafon of the Year. It was a fortified and well 
Garrifbned Town,. But not very large ; being a- 

I /^ \f:s^ 
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bout eighteen or twenty Miles from the fcituation 
of the prefent famous City of Peterjburgh. Its 
Buildings confifted principally of Free-ftone ; the 
Streets were pretty regular, and wide enough; 
and on one fide of the publick Square flood a new 
built Burfe or Exchange, that had a very hand- 
fbme Front i It is upon an eminence on the South- 
fide of a navigable River that bears the fame name, 
having a large Caftle or Citadel on the northern 
or oppofite bank, to defend the Town in a part 
where the Fortifications were old and irregular j 
the reft of its Works were modern, and of courfe 
good. It had three Churches, viz. a Sweedijh^ a 
High Dufchy and an Englijh one, befides another 
for the Finlanders^ between the inward wall that 
covered the houfes and one of the large Baflions 
near a Draw-bridge on the Weftern fide of the 
Town : None of them were fine Buildings ; but 
that belonging to the Englijh^ was made out of a 
Stable or Wood-houfe, and confequently by far 
the meaneft. It had confiderable Suburbs at a 
little diftance on each fide of the River ; that on 
the South-fide confifting chiefly of Sweeds -, and 
that on the North-fide of trading Mufcovifes, who 
had built a Church there for People of their 
Communion, which they pretend to be the true 
ancient Greek one : And as there was a Bridge 
between the Town and Caftle, you may fuppofe 
there was an eafy communication between them 

all. 
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all. The Town was fix Miles from the River's 
Mouth, and as it jftands upon rifing, or rather 
pretty high ground, it makes a lovely (how from 
the Bay of Ingria at the River's Mouth, where 
Ships ride at anchor, whilft they take in their 
Loading. I obferved, that they had an odd kind 
of Veflel called Loddy (between a Ship and a 
£oat) which inftead of being fSiftened with Iron 
Spikes and Wooden Trunnels (as our Ships and 
larger Sailing Craft are) is adlually fewed, or ra- 
ther tacked together with Hempen Strings ; yet 
it Coafts along from Port to Port with fafety e- 
nough. If we may credit Salmon's Prefent State of 
Japariy page 180. The People oi Jefo frequently 
come over to the North part of Japan to trade 
in Veflels fewed together with Cordage, without 
any Iron-work about them : This is eafily prac- 
ticable, it being but ten Leagues between the two 
Countries. There are fome Villages all around it, 
that would look pleaiantly were not the Houfes 
made of Firr-trees badly fquared, and laid upon 
each other (by way of a Wall) and fo joynted 
together at the ends: I thought them at firft 
fight flrange and ugly forts of Buildings; but 
they are very warm in Winter, by the help of 
good Stoves. They had exceeding fine Wheat, 
Rye, and other Grain, though the Peafant's (and 
common People's even in Towns) Bread is as 
black as my hat ; but the only Fruits I remem-- 

ber 
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bcr to have fcen among them, were common 
Cherries and ordinary Apples. They boafted that 
the Steeple of the High Dutch Church was co- 
vered with Sheets of Silver, inftead of Lead ^ but 
that could not be true, as Money was not lb very 
plentiful among them : However it was criifted 
over with thin Sheets of a mixed fort of Metal, 
that caft a dazling luftre when the Sun flionebut 
full upon it, which puts me in mind of Milton^ 
book 3. line 543. 

' As when a Scout 

through dark and defer t ways with peril gone 
All night ; at laji by break of chearful dawn 
Obtains the Brow offome high-climbing Hill^ 
Which to his eye dif covers unaware 
The goodly profpeSi of fome foreign Land 
Firftfeeny or fome renown' d Metropolis 
With glijlering Spires and Pinnacles adorrUdy 
Which now the rifng Sun gilds with his Beams. 

The People were generally Ipeaking poor arid 
good-natured, though hot-headed and cholerick 
like our Welcbmen. The Country every where 
(except Corn-fields and a few Pafture Grounds) 
was overran with thick Woods of Pine, Firr, 
Juniper, &c j but their green hue looked melan- 
cholly at beft, and no ways, to be compared with 
the lively Colour of our Englifh Tree Leaves. 
They had fome few Oaks, here and there, of 
t the 
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.the Norway kind: but their Ships were all built 
(as well as their Houfes) of Firr or Pine. To 
their credit, I never heard of a Law-fuit, or a 
Thief among them, during the whole Summer I 
]ived there; and it was very rare for any of them 
tcbeieen difguifed with Spirituous Liquors, ex- 
cept on Sundays J and then it was chiefly with 
mean Peai^ts, who had no other Holiday in the 
Week. Their .beft Driqk is Ale, which is reck- 
oned pretty good. Their Weddiqgs were always 
folemnized on the Sunday^ whofe whole After- 
noon was fpent in Mirth and Jollity. And it was 
cuftomary with the poorer fort, to invite ma- 
ny to their Weddings j which Cuflom I much 
approve of, for none ever went to them empty 
handed. At Nevis it is .cuftomary amcMig the 
richer Ibrt of Jews^ for the neareft Relajtions to 
to make very handfome Prefents to the Bride. 
Bawdy-houfes were publick enough among them, 
but were chiefly reforted to by our Engliih Sailors. 
Their Men and Women both were homelv in 
Perfon, if compared with us Englifti. 

9. I was qredibly informed by our Country- 
men, who lived there ; That in Winter-time their 
Rivers and Lakes are immediately (that is to iky, 
in a fingle night) froze over, to a great thicknefs ; 
and the Snow ufually falling in vaft quantities up- 
on the Ice, and in a good meafurc freezing as it 
falls, it will in two or three days time become fo 

^xtccam. 
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extream hard, as to bear any weight whatever. 
Their way of travelling from Town to Town is^, 
in Sledges, that arc well lined with Bear-fkin, 
and other Furrs. They wear Furr Waiftcoats, 
^nd wrap themfelves up in other warm Garments, 
having thick Furr Gloves, and a Woollen Cap, 
which covers their whole Head and Neck, leav- 
ing only peep-holes for their Eyes, a Cafe for 
the Nofe, and a breathing-hole for their Mouths. 
Thus equipped, they get into the Sledges, each 
perfon carrying a Gun, ready charged, in order 
to keep off Bears and Wolves, with which their 
Forefts abound : And then a light-heeled Finlan- 
der runs on foot, and leads the Horfe, who draws 
the Sledge, at a fwift rate ; they for the moft part 
travelling upon Rivers, becaufe the Snow or Ice 
is there, much the levelleft and moft even. The 
Bears and Wolves do not care to attack Men, un- 
lefs Hunger drives them to it, in exceffive cold 
and fevere Weather : And as there go five or fix 
Sledges together in company, fo they apprehend 
little or no danger, becaufe the difcharge of a 
Fire- Arm or two, will quickly oblige thofe rave^ 
nous Creatures to fcour back again to the Woods. 
I few fevo-al Storks there, which refutes the vul- 
gar notion, viz. That they are no vrhere to be 
found but in a Republick : In Holland^ they are 
vaftly numerous, I fuppofe, becaufe they there 
meet with moft plenty of Food, and greateft en- 

2 courage- 
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couragement. It is reckoned there lucky for thofe 
whofe.Chimnies they build Nefts on. la Sweden 
they build Nefts on Pine-trees, which put me in 
mind of the Pfalmiji^ Pfalm dv. 17. viz. As for 
the Stork^ the Firr^trees are her Houfe. Storks 

are of the Heron kind, and Heron ^ Efq. of 

CreJJy^ in Lincolnjhire^ kept fome years ago a He- 
ronry, as many Gentiemen do Rookeries. 

10. The People in general, are ftridlly reli- 
gious in their way, as appears by the following 
inibnce, to which I was a weekly Eye-witnefe. 
Such of them as dwell in a fmall Town or two at 
the Riveras Mouth, go very early every Monday 
Morning, during the Summer-feafon, to a re- 
markable place, called by them the Fall^ where 
they work all the week till Saturday Evening ; 
at which time they walk back home, to their 
Hal^tations, every now and then finging moft 
devoutly a Pialm or Hynui, in honour to the 
World's great Author and Supporter. They fung 
flowly, and I thought their Voices fweet and har- 
monious. I have with fingular pleafure feen two 
or three hundred Men, Women, and fuch chil- 
dren as were able to work there, all marching 
together in this folemn manner, by the River's 
fide. 

1 1 . I (hall now defcribe this Fall or Catarad:, 
(which very few Authors who mention the Coun- . 
try, take much notice of) in the plaineft and 

eafieft ^ 
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eafieft method my memory, and poor genius will 
admit of. The River of Narva iffues out of a 
very large Lake, called P^ipus, and about three ' 
miles before it reaches the Town, throws itfelf 
moft furioufly dowft a vaft rocky Precipice, that 
is. at leaft an hundred foot high. For fbme di- 
ftance before it arrives it the Precipice, the Ground ' 
has a fmall flope or gradual defcent, which adds 
a confiderable Velocity to' the natural and level 
Stream of it, and of courfe, caufes it to rufli Sown ' 
with incredible violence; the Nbife it makes be- 
ing loudly heard at Nar^a^ when the Wind fits 
fair, to carry it thitherwards. The Rock does not 
rife diredly in a perpendicular line, but it rather 
hangs over at the lop, which gives the Water a 
caft of thirty yards diftande, at the leaft, from 
the place where we can walk under it. When I 
firft paid a vifit to this noble Sheet of Water, it ' 
made fuch a ftrange uniat'cduritable din (like the ' 
fuppofed C^^^^r^ 6f 'M/i?) that I thoiight it 
would have broke the Tytnpanum of my Ear: 
And- you will readiij^ believe it muft dofo, when 
it alights from aboVe,- among a heap of Rocks, 
that fplits it as finiall as duft, and caufes it to 
mount up into the Air again. As the Sun then 
fhone out brightly, I thought it one of the fineft 
fhows in Nature •. And furely it was fo ; for the 
Refleftion of itsgay tind glorious Beams, upon 
this noble Sheet and-Duft of Water, darted all ' 

\ around 
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around fuch beautiful Lights, and Colours, and 
RainboAvs, as are much eafier imagined than ex« 
prefTed by my poor Pen. Purcbas^ in his Rela- 
tion of the two Holjlein Emhaflador*s Travels in- 
to Perfia^ by way of Narva^ gives much the 
j&me account of it. And perhaps you may judge 
that it does, in a good meafiire, refemble the fa- 
mous Cafcade of ^erni in Italy ^ though it does 
not fall from {0 high a Precipice ; vid. Mijfon^ 
vol. 2. pag. 363. whofe words are as follow, viz. 
*' The River Velino throws itfelf down from a 
^^ fleep Rock, three hundred foot high, and falls. 
" into the Cavity of another Rock, againfl which. 
" the Water dafhes with fuch violence, that it 
" ri/es like a Cloud of Water-duft, perhaps double 
" the heigth of the Fall; and caufes a perpetual 
" Rain in all the adjacent Parts. This pulverized 
" Water forms, with the Sun, an infinite num- 
" ber of Rain-bows, which encreafe and diminifli, 
" crofs one another, and dance about according 
" to the various rebounding and fpurting up of 
** the VV[ater ; and as this watry Smoak is thicker 
** or thinner. While they are flill in the Air, they 
" break, foam, dafli againfl, encounter, and ftiock 
" each other, and feem to be entangled together.' ' 
The Author here, you fay, muft be millaken^ 
for it contradids Sir Ifaac Newton's Theory of 
Colours : Sir Ifaac Newton is not infallible. The 
Reafon why the Water-dufl at Narva is lefs, and 

rifcs 
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rifes not fo high as its own Precipice is ; That its 
Precipice % hot much above one third fo high as 
tliat of lerniy and that inftead of falling upon a 
ftagle Rock, it alights among a multitude of them, 
which all help to break its force. 

12. But alas ! What are thefe paltry Catarads, 
if we compare them with that amazing one upon 
the broad River of Niagara, which waters the 
French Town of ^ebec, in North America ; a 
Place attempted to be taken, both by King William 
and Queen Ann, in their Wars with France, but 
in vain. The Fall there, meafures fix hundred 
footi and the monftrous Sheet of Water, has 
made at the bottom Canal, (which receives it in- 
to its bofom) fo deep a Cavity, and runs for fix! 
or feven Miles together, with fuch a fierce 4mpe- 
tuofity, as mufl: furprize with horror, all Spec- 
tators, who have courage enough to look down 
into it. But I cannot term it fuch a great won- 
der, confidering the largenefe of that Body of 
Water, and the great heigth a Man is at above 
the Canal, which the River throws itfelf into, 
when he views it near the top of the Hill, firom 
whence the Water falls. I remember, that Father 
Hennepin, (a French Miflionary, among the Ca^ 
nada Indians, bordering upon its Banks) gives us 
a fingular defcription of this famous Cafcade ; and 
Dr. Barclay mentions it in his Univerfal Tra^ 
'veller. 

13. Let 
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J3. Let us now return, in order to take leave 
of Narva, which at prefent, (with all the reft of 
Uvonid, that wa$ then looked upon by all Eu^ 
rope, as one of the farreft Jewels belonging to the 
Snoedijh Crown) is in aiSl^al poffeflion of the Em- 
pfefs of "Ruffia^ being conquered by the Czar 
Feter the Great^ quickly after his fuccefs at the 
fliemorable Battle of Pult(nva. I continued there 
with pteafure the whole Summer, till the near 
approach of his Army, which being within a 
Day^s March of us, obliged all Engtijhmen to 
haften down the River on board our Ships, that 
fode in the open Bay of hgria, where we found 
every thiiig in a readinefs for our departure, Ne3tt 
Morning about Sun-rifing we weighed Anchor^ 
and had not been under fail an hour, before we 
obferved the Suburbs at Narva to fend up a pro- 
digious Smoak, which was occafioned by letting 
them on fire, the Governour having previoufly 
determined fb to do, as foon as their Enemies 
came in fight. The Town of Gam, a day's di- 
ftance from Narva, was taken by Storm, and the 
Mujctrvites put all to the Sword, viz. Men, 
Women, and Children, The Corn and Cattle in, 
the adjacent Country, were either brought into 
the Town, or fent off towards Rsvel-, after which 
the remainder was pillaged and burnt by the 
Swedijh Maroders, in order to diftrefs the Muf^ 
cwites, for want of Forage and Provifions. la 

K fliort, 
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(hort, the Villages all around were in a flame, 
and the Streets oi Narva were filled with Country 
Women, who fate under the Eves of Houfes 
crying, with their Children and Houftiold Goods 
by them, their Hufbands and Brothers being all 
in Arms, purfuant to the King's Placart, which 
was fixed up in the Market-place. Our Ship 
carried off about an hundred of thefe Women and 
Children, with their Beds, Pots, Spits, Gfr. land- 
ing them at Revet: And one of our Sailors mar- 
ried one of thefe Women there, though he had 
never feen her before fhe came on board us, and 
was to flay but two or three days with her after 
Marriage ; he was either a Dutchman or Lubecker. 
I never refledt upon this difmal (horrid) fcene, 
without calling to mind Milton^ Book ii. line 
638. 

He hok'd^ and faw wide T!erritory Jpread 
Before himy Towns and Rural JVorks between. 
Cities of Men with lofty Gates and T^owrs^ 
Concourfe in Arms ^fierce Faces threat' ning War^ 
Giants of mighty Bone and bold Emprize ; 
Part weild their Arms^ part curb the foaming 

Steed 
Single or in Array of Battle rangd^ 
Both Horfe and Footy nor idly muji' ring food y 
One way a Band JeleB from Forage drives 
A herd of Beeves y fair Oxen and fair Kine 

From 



LETTEk VI. 147 

From a fat Meadow ground^ or fieecy Flocky 
Ewes and their bleating Lambs ^ over the plain 
I'heir booty, fcarce with life the Shepherds fy , 
But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray. 
With cruel tournament the Squadrons joyn ; 
Where Cattle pajiur'd late^ now fcatter^d lyes 
With Carcajfes and Artfis the enfanguirid Field 
Defer ted: Others to a City fir ong 
Layfiege, encamp' d\ by Battery, Scale, and Mine, 
Ajfaulting ; others from the Wall defend 
With Dart and Javelin, Stones ^ and fidph' rous 

Fire 5 
On each handfiaughter and gigantick deeds. 
In other part thefcepter'd Heralds call 
^0 council in the City Gates: Anon 
Grey-headed Men and grave, with Warridurs 

mix*d, 
AJfemble, and Harangues are heard, but foon 
InfaSlious oppofition, till at lafi 
Of middle age one rifing, eminent 
In wife deport, Jpake much of Right and Wrong, 
Of Juftice, of Religion, Truth and Peace, 
And Judgment from above : Him old and young 
Exploded, and hadfei^'d with violent hands 
Had not a Cloud defcending (hatch' d him thence 
Unfeen amid the throng ; Jo violence 
Proceeded, and Opprejjion, and Sword haw 
through all the Plain, and refuge none wai 

found. ■ ' 
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14. Wc got fefe the ne?ft djiy to Revely (for- 
merly a Hanfe Tawi^) another Port on the fame 
fide of the Baltick Sea, ^4 found it confiderably 
larger than Narva. It w^s then full of Soldiers, 
and the young King of S'^^edfitis Royal Standard 
was moil ppmpoufly dlfpl^yed in the Market- 
place \ th?y being in weekly e:(pedtation of his 
Perfon, and General Officers, with Forces nu- 
merous enough to raiie the Siege of Narva : And 
indeed the eyent did foon after make it appear, 
^hat their Hppes, though very fanguine, were 
yet well grounded ; For the Vant-guard of his 
Army alone, beat the whole Mufcovite one, kill- 
ing and taking Prifoners, moft of the Generals, 
inferior Officers, and common Soldiers too. 

1 5. Revel Port was very litde better than an 
ordinary open Bay then : But I have been in- 
formed, that after it; fell into the hands of the 
Czar Peter the Gre^t, he fixed a Wooden Pier 
upon a Sand-bank in the Sea, that would render 
the ^iarbour iafe by breaking the Waves, This 
Pier confided of the longeft and largeft Pine-trees 
joined together in the ftrpngefl; manner, and was 
ib contrived, t;hat if any part of the Work failed,' 
th^ defed: might be amended without much da- 
mage to the reft. The Sea there freezes violent- 
ly a good way fi-om the Shore; and as foon as the 
Ice was thick enough (i. e. when it was froze to 
the bottom) it was fet up and joined well toge- 
ther 
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tfaer u^n the led, where it flood crcft all Win- 
ter ; and there coining on a gradual thaw next 
Spting, the whole Fabrick funk as gradually down, 
with little or no detriment. The Sea is there frozen 
as iar as Eye can reach. 

16. 1 Gonfbltcd the Author of the Life oi Peter 
the Great, about this Pier, who doed not fo ixiuch 
as once mehtion it ; nekhet does Captdln Perryi 
thdtigh he was fb long Engineer to hith^ and of 
courfe fflttft have a hand iri his great PfojaSts of 
this kind : However ^ the latter gives us an ac*'- 
count of the Building of Cronjldt Gaftle, tottif 
Peterjburgb^ t^hidi was fduftded in nluch the 
ikme manner^ «/^« It iknd$ ofi a SaAd^bfthk kt 
the mklft of the Sett^ about a Caitndh-ihot ftaiti 
the liland of Refu/aHf^hA a mik; hbtti the Goaft 
of Ihgt-ia 5 The Foundation of U W*f kid i* 
Winkit, upon the ke, with Botes ffiadcf Of ftrorig 
Timber, and fiUed whh Std^e^ oh whieh the reft 
was afterwards built with Timber filled up witli 
Earth. ' This Caftle ii found, with ^ee Galkf^ 
rids abdut k, above eadfi othef , and v/Al ftir Itifhi^ 
ed with Cannon. 

17. We did not ftay above md of fhfee ^ys 
at Mgvef^ befere We fet M Otioat fcktvn fa Qpen-^ 
baf^m^ where we faW art Eri^Jh Mafr of Waf rH-^ 
ing al AiK^or before the Motith 6f the fine Hat- 
bour, on ptfrpofe ttt fee the tfanip Fkiet imi^ 
ged and laid up for the year : She was one of the 

k; 3 ei^hteea 
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eighteen mentioned in paragraph the fixth, and 
who were commiiTioned by King JVilliamy to' 
prevent the Danes from attacking Sweden at fo fa- 
vourable a jundiire, as when Livonia was invaded 
by the Mufcovite. I could wifh heartily, that the 
feme care had been taken fince, to flop the Pro- 
grefs of ihtRuJJian Arms : For though their pre- 
fent Emprefs is in ftridt Alliance with usj yet I 
dread the confequences of their future Power. We 
did not touch again at Elfinore^ but continued our 
Voyage without flopping, till we caft Anchor in 
Tarmouth Road. 

1 8. N. B. The Straits between Schonen. and 
Denmark zre froze pvipr every Winter, and a great 
lingularity of the Baltick Sea, as well as of the 
Mediteranean, is, That there is very little if any 
Tide at all in it : And as the Water is not difturb- 
ed and muddied thereby, fo you may diftindtly fee 
a Stone which is no bigger than my Head lay at" 
the bottom, in fix or feven fethom of Water. 
Give me leave to add. That there is the felf fame 
tranlparency ip the Sea, between Nevis and the 
Salt-pond Hills in Saint Chrijiopher's^ where the 
Tides are fcarce perceptible ; and farther ftill, that 
it is master of wonder to me, that the Adriatick 
Sea fliould have very regular Tides, when the 
Mediteranean has none, according to the common 
opinion, which opinion I think juftly queftion- 
a^Ie. 

Good 
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Good 5/r, 

19. As I was very young in 1700, fo the whole 
Voyage made fuch a ftrong impreffion upon my 
Miody as tune never can erafe ; and I very well 
remember too, that after I was at Oxford^ I ufcd 
(as often as I had opportunity) with the higheft 
gratification to myfelf, to talk over the affair with 
my Father, Captain Kirkman and others, who 
were at Narva both then and fince. It was my 
quftom always to keep Books of Remarks j the 
two firil Volumes whereof containing, Gib fori % 
Notes upon JDr«wwOT/s Poem, entituled, Polemo^ 
I^iddima^ Mx. Andrew Bruce' s upon, the fame, 
which were never printed ; my own Trad:> 
upon Government, that was chiefly levelled at 
Macbiavel, Hobbs^ and Milton^ &c. &c. I burnt 
many years ago ; and as for the third Volume, in 
which were my Notes or Explanation of Falco^ 
ner's Cryptomenifis PatefaSla^ that is to lay, his 
Treatife upon the Art of Decyphering; Anecdotes 
upon the tVeJi Indies^ and Obfervations on the 
Reigns of King Willi am ^ Queen Ann^ and King 
George the Firft ; that too was laft week com- 
mitted to the flames, in order to prevent the itch 
of writing fuch Letters as thefe, from farther 
iprcading upon the mind of 

Tour Friend, W. S, 
K 4 Pop 
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Pojlfcript. I once fiiw a Sca-Horfe, that an ac- 
quaintance of mine pick'd up on the Shore, not 
fer from Napks : It was about fix inches long, 
and exactly anfwered Maximilian Miffori% defcrip- 
tion, vi%. ^^ It foon grows dry, and is eafily pre-^^ 
*' {erve4 without farther trouble ; it is certain, it 
** hath fomethjng of the Head and Neck of a 
* > Horfe ; it is laid^ the Female hafh no Hair on 
M it^s Neck ; this Hair £dls off as the Animal 
^* dries." I obiervod that it had nothing which 
refembled Legs, but in all pther refpeds was the 
ielf-fame with other Fifhes, being, however^ as 
it were jointed in the middle, and hindqr parts 
efpecially, in fu(:h a manper as I s^m npt ablp «» 
deicribe. 



LET- 



'J" 



153 

LETTER VII. 

Good Sir^ 

I Often refle<a with the higheft fetisfadlion, up- 
on our agreeable entertainment over Dr. Wood-- 
ward's Colle(9ion of Foflils, at your Univerfity, 
iaft Summer, and ihall be ready at all times, not 
only to acknowledge myfelf very much indebted 
to you for it, but likewife to contribute, aa far 
as I am able, towards enlar^g the Collection^ 
as well as to give you now and then a few ierious 
Thoughts upon the fubjed:. 

2, And having £:)me leifure time, which would 
be worfe fpent this week, I fhall, purfuant to my 
deiign, take leave to acquaint you; that as I was 
walking the other day in our Gardo^^ I happe£H 
ed to pick up a fioall coounon Stone of an odd 
fhape, which immedktely put me upon conl^er-i 
ing, the I^ature of Stones in general ; and this 
ooniideration led me to the following conducive 
Points, viz, i. That StcHies naturally grow. 2* 
That it is often a difficult tafk to ailign reaibns 
for their feveral Kinds, Colours, ifaange Shapes, 
and beautiful Imprefiions. 3. That there may be 
fuch things as Petrifeftions. and 4. That it is 
even poffible for us to invent artificial Stones^ 
winch will be very durable, 

3. That 
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3. That Stones naturally grow, is, I think, 
evideat enough, becaujfe diyers things have ibeen 
found in the middle of them, that without fuch 
a growth, could never have come there. Majny 
Authors of undoubted Credit might be brought 
to prove the affertion: But I fhall content my- 
felf with mentioning Maximilian MiJJbn only-; 
whdfe teftimony I propofc to back, with a few* 
Inilances and Obfervations, that have fallen un-; 
der my own cognizance. 

4. That judicious Huguenot^ in volume the. 
third and page 67 of his book, entituled, A New 
Voyage to Italy j quotes T'ajfoniy and tells us from 
him. That fome Labourers being employed to 
dig Stone at Tivoli^ near to Rome^ and having 
cleft a great Mafs, found in the middle of it an 
empty fpace,. in which there was a living Cray- 
fifli, that weighed four Pounds, which they boil- 
ed and eat. Other Authors aiTure us 3 That a- 
wrought Diamond was taken out of the heart of 
a great piece of Marble ; that a confiderable quan- 
tity of Sweet Oy 1 was found in another like piece 
of Marble ; and that a living Worm came out of 
the middle of a Flint : But, iays he, before I em- 
ployed my time in reafoning upon fuch fort of 
Fadls, I would be fure of the Truth of them, by 
undoubted Proof. 

5» Without making any other Remarks on. 
this paflage of M. Mijfon^ who feems ilrongly 

to 
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to fufpedt their Truth 5 I muft inform you, That 
befides that in Dr. Woodward! % CoUedtion, I have 
feen divert Pieces of Grey Marble, which were 
brought from America^ wherein were (lender and 
fhort VeinSi as well as little Drops, of pure Gold, 
about the fize of a large Pin's Head, which I aih 
iatisfied could never have been hid there, except 
the Marble had adlually grown round about them. 
Nay, I make no manner of queftion, but that 
Qold, Silver, and other Metals, and Minerals too, 
of all forts, do naturally grow, though we ihort* 
lighted Mortals have no certain Cfiterion, where- 
by we may difcover, how faft, or flow, liich 
growth is. Bifhop Burnet y in his Letters, (page 
1 14.) fays, that he faw in the Cabinet of the Gz- 
nione Settala^ which was then in his Brother's 
hands, a lump of Ore, in which there is both 
Gold and Silver, and Emeralds and Diamonds i 
It was brought from Peru^ in South America. . 
6. But to come clofer yet to the fubje6t in hand^ 
\ went in the year 1722 from Burgh ^ in Uncoln-^^ 
Jhire^ to Tarmouth^ in Norfolk^ the place of my 
birth, on purpofe to vifit what was worthy of 
Obfervation there, and particularly the large 
Church, Chapel, Market-place, Hofpitals, Draw-*- 
bridge. Haven, and Key; upon the laft of which, 
and not far from the fine Draw-bridge, the Cor^ 
poration had, a few years before, built a very 
handfome and commodious Houfe of Entertain-t 
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ment, to rejoice in upon all occaiions of pubtick 
Feftivity. Now, as two Men were at work, 
£iwing through a Portland Stone, of three foot 
in diameter, to ufe it in fome part of the Build* 
ing, they found in the center of it a great live 
Toad, which died within five or fix minutes af- 
ter it became expofed to the open Air ; and what 
caufed the greateft wonder of all wa$. That 
in the Cavity of the Stone, where it was lodged, 
it had very little more room, than would barely 
^rve it to turn round in. 

y. People flocked thither, from all quarters of 
the Town, out of an uncommon curiofity, to be 
£3re*witnefires of fo fingukr and rare a ipe&acle, 
both before and after its death ; admiring how it 
could pofilbly get into the Heart of fuch a fblid 
Stone, or how it could live there, without either 
Meat, or Drink, or even open Air Co breath im. 
And indeed I muft fairly own. That I perceive 
but two ways Co iblve their icruples ; viz. firft, 
by Toad-fpawn, or elfe by ibme very fmall youn^ 
Toads being dropped into a Hole, that went 
^wn a foot and a half deep into the Earth,^ 
which Soil being of a quick petrifying nature, 
turned almoft immediately into Stone, zx\A £> 
fhut up the Toad a clofe prifoner ; or clfe, fc- 
condly. That the Spawn, or very fmall young 
Toad was accidentally dropped (or wafhed by 
Rain) into a Cleft, between two Stones, that were 

almoi^ 
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ilmoft ctoie together, at the furface of the ground, 
md that foon, by the wafhing in of Sand or 
Gravel, grew lUl they met and made but one An- 
gle Stone, leaving the Toad a fcanty cavity to in- 
habit. I am not inclinable to give in to the for- 
mer method of Solution, becaufe I cannot believe 
that Stones do ordinarily grow faft enough, to 
anfwer the End propofed. And if I allow the 
latter to be trae, I forefee a fturdy Objedlion, 
that may be raifcd againft my opinion, viz. How 
it fubfift with life there, in want of Food, 
, and open Air ? Now the beft anfwer, at 
prefent, occurring to me is ; That dropping in 
between the two Stones, fo wondrous fir^l and 
young, or perchance in Spawn, even before it had 
life, a very little frefh Air might, and doubtleis 
did at £rft, fuffice for it ; and a§ that Air became 
teis and lefe, by flow degrees, fo it likewife be- 
came by fuch degrees habitual to the nature of 
tl^ Creature, to breath well enough in iuch a 
pent-rup {dace. And I may moreover rationally 
foppdib, that it could there, very well preferve 
life, by fucking of the moift Stone itfelf, which 
aUb b^:ame full as ufefiil Food as* Grafs, Fruits, 
&c. are to Toads, in our conunon open Air. N. B. 
That thefc Creatures bury themfelves pretty deep 
lA the Earth, all Winter long. 

8. At my return into the South-Mariih of 
iUncolnJhvTy the Place of my reiidence then, I 

talked 
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talked over this affair with a neighbouring Cler-*^ 
gyman, who had lived many years upon the 
U^oulds : He readily aflented to tfte latter Solu* 
tion, and aflured me, that he himfelf, had now 
and then met with live Toads in the Sand-ftone, 
which grows on thofe JVoulds : But indeed I did 
;iot look upon that as fo ftrange a *thing ; for their 
Sand-ftone is fome of it fo foft and porous^ that 
it fcarce defer ves the name of Stone. 

9. But farther ; Though I might quote Na- 
turalifts, who allovy, that Stone grows a-pace 
about Oxford^ yet I fhall reft myfelf con-r 
tented with exhibiting one clear Inftance, that 
fell under my own cognizance, in regard to it ; 
''ciz. That when Slueais-College^ in Oxford^ (of 
which I was a Member) was about raifing that 
Wing, which reaches from the Library to High^ 
Street^ the Labourers in digging down, met with 
a fpringy place, oJf five or {1% yards long in one 
fpot, where the Foundation was to be laid, about 
three or four yards below the fiirface of the 
ground ; upon which Mr. T'ownfend^ the Arclu- 
teft, ordered, Heart-of-Oak Piles, as thick as 
one's thigh, to be rammed down, and fet clofe 
together, (as they do Elm Piles at Amjlerdamy 
and indeed all other parts almoft in Holland^ on 
fuch occafions) on purpofe to fecure the Founda- 
tion there. I afked him, whether it would not 
have anfwered his end better, to have arched 

thofe 
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thofe Springs over ? And he replyed. That thofe 
Oak Piles, would not decay under a hundred 
yearSj long before which period of time, all the 
Foundation- wall, would be grown into one con- 
tinued Stone, juft like our Provoft's Garden- wall, 
that adjoined to the Library, which had juft then 
been dug up, tq make^oom for that new Build- 
ing : Nay I muft own, how all that part of the 
Garden-wall, which was under Ground, was 
. turned into one fingle Stone, of at leaft twenty 
yards in length, and was much harder to be broke, 
than any Free-ftone ufed in the Building. I do 
not trouble myfelf to enquire, whether this growth 
was efFedled by Effluviae, or Heats, or Colds, or 
Spar or Salts, Gf^. Upon all the Sea-fhores I have 
been at, I found feveral fmall Stones cemented 
together, or growh into one large one : and I muft 
farther obferve, that in the Kingdom of Chili ^ a 
.River caSitiSi .Mendoca^ has a natural Bridge of 
Rock over it, from the Vault of which hang fe- 
veral pieces of Stone, refembling Salt, that con- 
ceal like Ificles, (as the Water drops from the 
Rock) and are formed into feveral Shapes and 
Colours. Befides ; we know too well, that Stones 
grow pretty faft in the Kidney and Bladder of 
Human Bodies, not excepting thofe of young 
, Children : They are many fmall ones, as it were, 
cemented together in one Mais. Befides, you 

find 
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find fuch Mailes of Stcxie, in moft^ if not all 
Stony Counties in England. 

10. I (hall conclude this firft Article, by re- 
minding you ; TlKrt in Paragraph the tenth, of 
my firft Letter, I make mention of the bottom 
or root end, of two finall Bulhes, which I lent 
along with my Sheik, to Dr. JVtHuhoartts Cbl- 
lefiion ; That the Roots of them are fo firmly 
fixed, in hard fblid Stone, as to ieem all of a 
piece with them ; and that they muft hate grown 
in the Sea, becaufe the Land Soil there, produces 
none luch. My own Conjefture of them is ; 
That either the Stone muft h^ve been nouch fbfter, 
when the Plant firft took root in it; or clfe, that 
the Gravel, Slime, QSc. muft not long after gather 
about the tender Roots, till it grew into Stone. 

1 1 , But Secondly ; Though the World might 
be ever (o fufficiently convinced, that Stones na- 
turally grow ; yet it is often a difficult tafk, to 
aflign Rcafons fi>r their feveral Kinds, Colours, 
ftrange Shapes, and beautiful Impreflions. Maxu 
milian Mijfon^ vol. i. page 170. law in the Em- 
peror's Cabinet, at Amras^ in the County of ?/- 
ro/. Stones rcprefenting Trees, Fmits, Shells, and 
Animals, all which were the pure Work of Na- 
ture. And again, vol. 3. page 292. he takes par- 
ticular notice of Stones, that are found on the 
Mountains, about twelve miles diftant fi-om Fb-- 
rence^ at Limago^, which being lawed through 

the 



f 



•.' 



LETTER VIF. i6i 

ike middle, and aftenvards polifhed, fbme of 
them reprefent ieveral forts of Trees, and others 
tire marked with the Figures of ruined Caflles 
and Towns : Kircher^ adds he^ calls the former 
J^endrites^ frbm the Images of Trees, that ap- 
pear on them. They are a fort of Agate^ but 
how they come to have a full grown Tree, mark- 
ed in Miniature upon them^ is not fo eafiiy ac- 
counted for. N. B. We have many of thefe 
Stones termed Dendrites^ ready poliflied, to be 
ibid at IVildefs^ and fome other Toy-fhops in 
London. 

1 2. In a Room at one end of St. Jobn's-College^ 
in Oxjbrdy I was {hewed, (among Skeletons, Birds 
of Paradiie^ Pictures, in a wohderous fmall Hand 
Writing, of Gujiavus jidolpbus^ of Sweden^ and 
x)ur King Cbatles the Firft, and other curiofities) 
at leaft, forty Stones that were confiderably large, 
of a greeniih brown colour, and which were taken 
out of the paunch of an Ox, which was killed at 
that City. Two or three of them wete almoft 
as big as a Goofe Egg, and I could perceive the 
plain (undoubted) Marks of Piles, or Leaves of 
-Grafs, upon them, each Mark being about two 
inches long : An evident proof, I thought, not 
only for their growing whilft in the Ox's Belly, 
but likcwife for their great foftnefs then, without 
which quality, I could not conceive them capa- 
ble of receiving thofe impreflions. 

L ij. Befides, 
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13. Befidcs^ a Stone with a rq>refenitatk)ts of 
a fmall headleis Snake upon it, which I do mt 
pretend to account for, thoogh I think yon call 
it Comu Amrmnis^ together with a piece of pe- 
trified M(^s, both given me by a Torkjhire Gen- 
tleman s I fent to Dr. fyboJ^ard's Coliedtkxi feme 
other Stones, that are in Ihape of the hollow Shells 
of Oyfters, (It is fomewhat remarkat:^ th^ I ne- 
ver met vnth above ohe like the flat fide of an 
Oyfter) and indeed do (6 very nearly refemble 
them, that you will perhaps infift upon their 
being Petrifications, and that about ten dayrs be- 
fore Noah's Flood, they contained excellent Fifh 
in them; but that very unfortunately, in that 
great jumble and blending of Rocks, Earth, Sea, 
Rivers, Sand, &c. all in confofion together, the 
poor Oyflers perifhed, and thek Shell (in com.^ 
pany with an innumerable Heap of other Mat- 
ters) petrified, and remained in that very flate 
till I (walking out to take the Air,) picked than 
up in a Gravel-pt, near Bedford. I cannot give 
in to that opinion, and could enlarge cops^fly 
npon fo &rtile a Topick ; bu^ as M. Miffon fpeaks 
way fincere thou^ts, in better terms than I am 
mailer of, voL 3. page 251. I fhall refer you to 
that pai&ge, as follows. 

14. " I obferved, near Certaldo^ (in Italy) ac- 
** cording to the advertifement you gave me, fc- 
;^ veral Hills of Sand, ftufFcd with divers forts of 

« Shells. 
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•* SheUs. Afc«/^ Mario y a mile from i2(?;w^, is 

** alfoiuU of fuch things; bcfides, I have fouq^ 
/ojnc of- them on: the Alps, at Lijfy in France, 
and dfcwbere. Olearius^ Suno, Canibden, Speed, 
anjd many other Authors^ both ancient and mo- 

** derp, have taken notice of this Phaenomenon; 
and I read with pleafure, the Differtation you 
font me on this Subjedl : Yet fince you defire 

^' me to deal rplaiply with you, I muft tell 
you, /thatrl^am not of your opinion, as to the 
main. 

15. *^ If thffe Shells were the produdt and re- 
9iainder of the Deluge, I would wiUingly be 
informed, .why it did not rather leave them, in 
deep j^ttoms and Vallies, than throw up whole 
Mo^ixtains of them ; and alfo, why they are 
rfo rarely found ; for, it feems more agreable to 
reafon, that they Ihould have been fcattered 
more uniyerfally upon the face of the Earth, and 
not -gathered into Heaps, as the few. that are left 
are always found. It is not impoflible, that 
thefe Shells might be preferved ever fince the 
Deluge,, and. therefore I will notinfift on that 
difficulty 3 but give me leave to. tell, you, that 
you ffpmto have a falfe potion of the Waters of 

" the Deluge: For, to give a reafon why thofe 
ShellSj^ which you .imagine .to be Sea-fhells, are 
r found, in. the middle of the Land, you fuppofe 

** that ^he Deluge was a Sea. But as for me, I 

L 2 ' " con- 
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conceive that the Water of that Ihiihdatiort^ 
which fell from Heaven, and was confeqiient- 
ly fweeter and lighter than Salt Water^ was 
not fo thoroughly mixed and Cohfbunded, with 
the Waters of the Sea, but that the one ftiU 
preferVed its Frefhnefs, and the other its Salt- 
nefs, or Bitternefs, and each of them their 
particular Qualities 3 which being graftted, this 
confideration alone, will furnifh us with Infe- 
rences (which I leave you to deduce,) that are 
fufficient to deftroy all your Conjedures. 
16. " Nor is it lefs vain, to have recourfe tor 
Winds, Storms, ind Inundations, for a Solu- 
tion of this Myftery, The way of Eraption^ 
by which the New Vefuvius^ or little Moun- 
tain, that had been caft up upon the top, 
from the Bowels of the Old Mouftt, and the 
Monte Nuovo were formed, is not, 1 confefs, 
to be altogether rejected, as being in itfelf kn- 
probable 5 for, fuch Hills that ftiould be eo'm- 
pofed of Mtid, or Sllme^ and of Sandy Earth, 
mixed with Shells, and other m^ine Bodies, 
efpecially in Countries fubjedt to Earthquakes, 
could well enough admit of fuch an Explana- 
tion. But after all, I fee no reafcMi that flhoald 
oblige us to take fo wide a compaiS, for a la- 
tisfadlory folution of this Phaenomenori ; for to 
give you my thoughts of it in few Words^, I 
think it may be cafily comprehended, fhat the 

^' iame 






cc 

cc 
<c 

C€ 



LETTER VIL 165 

** fame vertue and properties, by which Shells 
*' are generated in the Sea, may alio form ther<j 
in the Land, provided there is parity of fub- 
^ance, and it be equally fit for the produdion 
^* of both, and all the Circum fiances and Means 
^' required for their formation, may be found 
in one, as well as in the other. I will not enter 
into a nice Enquiry, whether they are formed 
by Vegetation, or by Intus-fufception, as Plants 
grow and are nourifhed ; or by Juxta-pofition 
and Incruftatiqn, as Bezoar (whether Foflile or 
" otherwife generated) is produced, or Stones grow 
in the Kidneys. But choofe which Hypothefis 
you will, and after you have diligently examined 
the Formation of Shells, in thofe places which 
you call natural Beds, it will appear, that the 
fame account may be given of the Shells, ^on 
the Hills of Certaldo, as of thofe that are found 
on the Shore at Leghorn, excepting only, thofe 
that are laid to be generated with the Animals, 
by the Seed in the Eggs. 
17. "I forefee one Objedion, which you will 
infallibly urge againft me, if you be not pre- 
vented by a timely Anfwer. You will tell me, 
that Shells are infeparable from Fifties, Snails, 
or other fuch like Animals, for whbfe ufe alone 
nature produces them, according to the com- 
mon Axiom, That Natures does nothing ia 
f^ vain. 

L3 18.'* to 
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1 8. "To difpatch this pretended difficulty ^^ 
*' without wandering from the fubjecl of our 

prefent Controverfy, I fhall only put you in 
mind of thofe Shells, that are fonietimcs found 
in the Kidneys, Impofthumes, and Sfomaich, of 
which we have fuch exa<^ and late accounts, 
that the matter of fadl is undoubtedly certain j 
(fee the Nouvelles de la Republique^ for Decern-- 
^^r 1686, fee alfo Ambrofe Parens^ and other 
Anatomical Writers :) For if I fhould afk you, 
for what Creatures thefe things arc generated, 
you muft be forced to have recoiirfe to a di- 
ftindlion of your Aphorifin, which may be 
eafily accommodated to my Hypothefis. 

19. " If you think to elude the force of thefe 
" Inftances, by faying, That the Shell in an Im- 
^' pofthume, is a fort of Monfter, from which 

we muft not draw a general conclufion 5 1 an- 
fwer, that I will not difpute about words, nor 
make too general Conclufions. If Shells in the 
Kidneys, or in Impofthumes, be called Mon- 
ftersin your Dictionary, you may, if you pkafe, 
^^ beftow the feme Title on thofe oi Certaldo. 
Neither mull: you ftart new Difficulties, by 
comparing the multitude of thefe, with the 
fmall Number of the others : for if the Kidney 
were as big as a Mountain, and contained as 
great a quantity of Matter, fit for the Forma- 
tion of Shells, as the Hill of Certaldo^ we (hould 

V <ioubUefs^ 
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^' doubtlefi^ find ten thouiknd Monfters of the 
^^ &xa» nature, formed at the iame time, in the 
^^ £me place, and bj the iame Accident, ought 
'^ iMt to be reckoned more than one. 

^ zo. I could eaiily anfwer to all your Qb* 
^^ jefiions, but, for a Luther illuftration of my 
HypQtfacfis, I (hall coofider more partiailarly, 
the word in vain. Nature 4Qcii nothing ia vain, 
^^ it is troc ; but that Sbell$ without Fifhes, are ^ 
^^ uiele6 Produdions oi Nature, I deny. The 
^^ Variety of the Works of God, in all his Crea^ 
^^ tures, 1$ univerially acknowledged, and the 
** Rtttfpn of it is plain. Thus tbofe Foflil Shells, 
^^ that are found in the Heart c^ Stones and M^u--- 
^^ ble, were not made in vain, though they ne- 
^' ver eoclofed a Fi(b, nor my other living 
^* Creature. The Stpnes, called Ammon'^ Horns, 
*' were not formed in vain, though they never 
graced the Forehead of a Ram. The Tongue- 
like Stones, or Gkfjhpetra'Sy of Mult a ^ werp 
'* not produced in vain, though they never wa^ 
g^ in the Mouth of an Aniipal. The fame 
may be al£> faid of the Stones, called Aflroiiksy 
QeUmniteSy DaSiyliy Judaic and an infinite 
number of other vgrioufly fliaped Foflils, r&. 
fembling Plants, Fruits, Flowers, Animals, 
Human Faces. And why then fliould nature 
be confined from fporting Jberfelf, in the Pro- 
^ dufiion of Shells, and »t the iame time fuflfer- 
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^* ed to aft on all other occafions, with an un* 
^* controuled liberty, or, to fpeak more proper-* 
*' ly, with a perpetual and admirable variety? 
The German Journal, for the year 1 66 1, makes 
mention of a Turnep, that exactly refembled 
a hand ; and of a Mufhrome, from which fix 
*♦ half-bodied Human Figures ifliied out. 

2 1 . But, Thirdly, Though it is often a dif- 
ficult taik to aflign Reafons for their feveral 
Kinds, Colours, ftrange Shapes, and beautiful 
Impreflions ; yet I allow that there may be 
fuch things as Petrifications, in the common fenfe 
of the word, viz. The Adtion of . convert- 
ing Fluids, Woods, and odier Matters into Stone. 
Stones, by growing at all, do in a good meafure 
prove their Exiflence ; however, I fhall purfue 
the method I firfl propofed ; 

22. And fhall inflance in the Petrifications, 
that are feen upon the kuins of an ancient Aquc- 
du6t, that formerly conveyed water from the 
Ciflerns, commonly called Solomon\ to the fa^ 
mous City of Tyre^ mentioned in Henry Maun- 
JrePs Travels from Aleppo to Jerufalemy page 5^. 
as follows. As we pafTed by the Aqueduft, we 
obferved in feveral Places on its Sides, and under 
its Arches, rugged Heaps of Matter, refembling 
Rocks. Thefe were produced by the leakage of 
the Water, which petrified as it diflilled from 
^bove 5 afid by the continual adherence of new 

Matterjj 
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Matter, were grown to a large Bulk. That which 
was moft remarkable in them, was the Frame 
^and Configuration of their Parts* They were 
compoied of innumerable Tubes of Stone, of dif- 
ferent fizes, cleaving to one another like Icicles. 
Each Tube, had a fmall Cavity in its Center, 
from which its Parts were projefted, in form of 
Rays, to the circumference, after the manner of 
the Stones, vulgarly called Thunder^-ftones, And 
Sir Hans Shan affures us. That at Jamaicay fe- 
veral Rivers do petrify their own Channels, by 
which they fometimes flop their own Courfes, 
by a Sediment, and Cement uniting the Gravel 
and Sand in their Bottoms. 

23. 1 fent you a piece of Mofs, that my Friend 
affured me, did adually petrify at Knarejborougb^ 
in Torkjhire. That Tree-Leaves in TorkflAre^ 
Derbyjhrre^ and other Places, may have water 
drop upon them, (as well as upon Mofs) and pcp 
trify all around them, and of courfe mix with 
their fubftance, till they are fo far of their Shape 
and Marks, as to gain the name of petrified Leaves, 
I willingly enough admit : But alas ! I want Faith 
to believe, that fuch fhort-lived and tender things 
as Flowers, and Mufhroms, can petrify. 

24. We have, at AJpley^ a Village about feven 
miles from hence, a Water, which is boldly faid, 
(and almoft univerfally credited too) to convert 
Wood into Stone, a piece or two whereof I have 

feen \ 
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feen ; but I take them to be no other than natu-* 
ral Stone, with Veins tliat refemble fbme £oicU of 
Wood. I fend by the Bearer, a piece of another 
fort of Stone, that nearly re&nibles old Oaken 
Wood ', an Acquaintane of mine picked it up ia 
a Field, mJVarmckJhin^ where they are not un- 
common, though pretty much wondered at by 
the Country People, as well as Gentry. I have 
heard indeed of a whole Ladder, both Sides and 
Rounds, that was turned into Stone by it : But 
to my great mortification, could never learn the 
name of the Perfon, who had the Laddo: in pof- 
ieilion ; in ihort, I would have travelled an hun«- 
dred miles, without grudging either labour or 
coft, in paying fuch profound refpedt to /p rare 
a Curiofity. If we may credit Naturalifts of un^- 
.tainted veracity .on all other Accounts, there are 
Waters in many places that will foo^ craft over 
a piece of Wood, with a thin C^fe of Stone; and 
if fo, perhaps this was the Ladder's Caie^ I mean 
if any fuch Ladder there ever was. About twelve 
years ago Sir Roger BurgoinCy Bart, of Sutton^ in 
this County, had a Tenant who loft a Horie 
by Sicknefs, and upon opening him in order to 
find out the caufe of his Death, one of his Kid- 
neys was entirely petrified, though it ftill preferv- 
red its true natural Shape : It was endofed with 
Blood and vifcous matter, in a tough Skin> or 
Bag : Laft week I vifited ^ir JSbger and law it« 

When 
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¥?lieti it was firflr taken out of the Horfe, the 
rou^ Siileof it was foft, and was twelve monthsi 
in hardening, whereas the fmooth fide was as hardi 
ds ir isr now, when taken- out. It weighs (in A^ 
verdupoift Weight) two Pounds and a hal^ and 
fwo Otinces, being of the fize, as well as (hape, 
6f a Bforfc's Kidney, and of a very deep j^^ 
Colour. In Chili, upon the G>nfines of Peru, 
about South Latitude 25, is a River called the 
River of Salt, becaufe it is fo &to, that it cannot 
Be drank, and petrifies what is thrown into it. 

25. Let us now advanee to our Fourth con- 
clulive Point, viz. That it is evenpoffible for us to 
invent Artificial Stones, which will be very dura- 
ble. And by Artificial Stones, I mean pulverized 
Stone, or Gravel, or Sand, well tempered and 
mixed with Putty, or any other ftrong Cement, 
like that which joins together the feveral parts 
of a Ttench Mill-ftone, and does really become as 
hardas the Stone itfelf, moulded into what fhape or 
bulk we plcafe, and afterwards dried, either by the 
natural heat of the Sun, or by Air in the Shade 
only, or elfe by the artificial Heat of Fire in Fur-r 
naces, that may be contrived for that ufc. 

26. Such ar^ thofe Stones, in the Lids of fome 
SnufF-Boxes, that are fold pretty commonly at 
our London Toy-ihops. Several of my Acquain- 
tance, at their return from Italy ^ fhewcd me fome 
of tl:^ bcft fort of themj and for fiuthcr autho- 

ri 
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rity; I refer you to the judicious MiJJon Vol. 3*^^ 
p. 320. as follows. The fhining Stones fo generally 
known under the Name of the Bononian Stones, 
are foun^ on the Hill of PadernOy three miles from 
the City. BarthoL Zanicbeli is the only Perfon 
who knows how to prepare them. Thofe who 
have written, that thefe Stones are fliining with- 
put being prepared, have not been well informed. 
They prepare this Phofphorus, if they have a mind 
in pretty big pieces ; and they alfo [^epare it, 
after they have pulverized them. I took fome of 
both; but this (hining quality wafted hy degrees, 
and fix years afterwards there was none of it left. 
27. Such alfo is the Mofaic Work with which 
S^Afor>J's Church at Venice is fo richly adorned; and 
in particular, all the Arched Dome is lined with 
it, fays M. Mijfony vol. i . page 240. For want of 
natural Stones, which woud have been hard to finci 
for fo vaft a work, and would have required an im-? 
menfe time to polifh and prepare; they were 
forced to ufe Paftes, and Compofitions of Glafk and 
Enamel melted, and made in a Crucible ; this takes 
a lively and fhining Colour^ which never wears, 
nor ftains. Every piece of the Moiaic work in 
this Church is a little Cube, which is not above 
three lines thick, or fometimes four at the moft. 
All the Field is of moiaic gilded with very bright 
gold, and incorporated in the Fire, upon the fur- 
face of one of the Faces of the Square oj: Cube } 

and 
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and the Figures, with their Draperies, and other 
Ornaments, are coloured according to Nature, by 
the due laying t6g<^ther of all the Pieces of the 
Work. All thefe little bits afe difpofed according 
tb the defigA which the Workman has before his 
eyes, and afe joined dofe together in the Cement 
that was prepared to receive them j which prefcnt- 
ly after becomes hard. The beft quality of this 
Work is its Solidity. It has lafted more than fix 
hundred years, without the leaft diminution of its 
beauty^ 

28. I remember that when I was at jliihoi^ 
Houfe, about three miles from Nortbamptoriy fonie 
years ago, among fine Piftureis, Bufts^ and other 
Curiofities of Art, I was fhoWn a Table, faid^ ahd 
believed by them, to be a beautiful black Marble 
one, with a pack of fcattered Cards and Counters 
tnoft exquifitely well painted thereon, as appeared 
by one of our Company, who in the dusk of* 
the Evening miftakingthem for real Cards^ went 
to take them up. But they were deceived, for I had 
fome months before, feen at Burleigh Houfe near 
Stamford mLincdkJhirey (a ftately Seat of the Earl 
of Exeter ) a Table of the lame fort^ which was 
broke into two or three pieces, and upon examina- 
tion found it to be nothing more than artificial 
Stone, or Pafte as fome term it. At Brombam a 
Seat of my Lord Trevor y about three miles from 

hence is a Table of the fame kind: Its black ground 

is 
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is full as fine as the bed polifhed Bkek . Marble. 
The Face of the Table is .ornamented .with, a 
Gold-Finchy and another Bird in extreamly.ndtii* 
ral Coburs, with Butterflies^ Tulips^ rand icvevat 
other: Fb^¥ers in their natural Colours^ and with 
Wreaths of white FoUages mnxnogalofig through 
all parts of it. In (hort, the whole ^icejof the 
Table is fo well done/ that it looks jiift.like one 
iingle, piece of poliOied ^Marble ; 'and indted^itmt 
Comer which was a little broken, I rfboind 4t, 
upon trial with the point of a (harp Pen-knife^ to 
be as hard as Marble. It fccms a. ibrtr of Glafly 
Conipofition. 

29. The general opinion is; That the little 
Pillars or Piiaders on the infide of CotiAfk 
Cathedrals^ and other fuch like Churches, are a^ti- 
ficial) and the reafons afligned for this opinion, are 
^ as fdilow ; viz j Firft, They are all ipf one t^wifh 
^ Colour, which could hardly te fuppofed,v,if they 
♦were not all hewn, out of one particqlar' ibit ^f 
.:Stone; and this is hardly poflible, becanfe as,r|M>ft 
^'Ettglijh Stones differ in Colour, as well-as 4)ther 
qualities, it mufl: have been an infinite txp^ct 
to have convejred them from one or two Quar- 
ries, to all.thofediftindt Buildings in moft (if not jiJI) 
' Counties.in En^and. Secondly, They all cftnfift 
. of one fingle Stone apiece. 'Thirdly, That Stone 
tis not of the fame kind with the reft of the Church, 
and Fourthly, That thofe Pilafters being ftruck 
% ^- with 
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a imall Key ^e a quick founds but of dif- 
ferent fbvU or tones, which could not be, were 
thejall of the fame kind of natural Stone. 

^o« At prcfent I fee but one objection arifing 
^ainft this general opinion ; viz. That fuch a PiU 
hx could bear no great We^ht, nor be of any 
confideratAe duration. To this niay eaiily be an* 
fweresd ; That there is certainly no great Weight 
laid upon tbefe fraall Pillars, they being chiefly 
deiigned fbr Ornaments, and that if a reafonable 
weight was kid upon them, they might notwith- 
ftandang be of vafl duration. Witneis the famous 
WaU which iepar ates Cbina from Tartary^ and is 
the ei^th as welt as fa^ the gre^eft Wonder of 
the World, being fifteen hundred mAe^ in length, 
ahaoofl: wholly bulk with Brick (which with Gla&, 
Rock work, add Potters ware of all kinds, I reck- 
on among the number of Artificial Stones) and 
has fk)pd above Eighteen hundred years without 
macb decay. Again, ChtM Ware is made of a very 
fiiff Chy, or rather fo£t white Stone^ which is 
pQ«inded, made into pafl:e, and afterwards brought 
to perf6£ti(m, partly by the Sun, partly by air in 
the ihade, and partly by baking them in furna^ 
Ctti However, the fine Porccllane Tower at 
Nankin in China is fiiced with it, and though it is 
now above three hundred years old, does ftill ap- 
pear wondr9us beautiful 

31, In 
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31. In plain, we ice the Morter in ibmc 6l4 
ruined Buildings, (particularly about Norwich iA 
Norfolk^ and St. EdmomTs Bury in Suffolk) to be 
grown harder than mod if not all ibrts of Stone, 
as it were in defiance to the deftroying Scythe of 
old Father Time, And it is my fincere belief, 
That if Stone Jugs or white FtdhamVfzic^ were 
made into the fhape and fize of Bricks, and then 
well fet together with fuch good ftrong Morter 
or Cement, a Building raifed up wholly of them 
would be more durable than one made of the beft 
Portland Stonti It might laft for more ages than 
will the great Wall of Cbinai or the l^yramids tff 
Egypt. But further, if Crucibles (or Bremen Pots, 
fo called as being imported from that Hanfe Tovm) 
were framed in the fhape and fize of larg^ Brick, 
and fo put into a mafly Building, I fee no manner 
of reafon why they fhould not lafl as long as 
Granite, or Porphyry, the two hardefl forts of 
Marble : Nay they would itot only fland the wea« 
ther for ages, but even of a very fharp affiuik 
£rom that deflru£tive Element the Fire : I need 
not take much pains to prove them Artificial 
Stone, becaufe every body knows that they are 
VefTels made of Earth, and fo well temperol and 
baked as to endure the fiercefl Fire^ for mekmg 
Oars, Metals, Minerals, &c^ 

32 The Porcelane Tower afr Nankin obliges 
me to acquaint you, that I have always entertained 

a 
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a high veneration for Oriental Art, and Inge« 
nuity ; and the Indian Pagod made from a prepa- 
ration of Rice, which Dr. Taylor fhowed us in 
your Univerfity Library, is one of the greatefl 
Fk'oo^ of their Art I ever law, and an exquifite 
Mafter-piece in its kind. I have frequently met 
with fmaller Pagods, Tea-Pots, Bowls, and other 
fine things of various forts, made of Rice fo prepay 
red; and (for ought I know) if we Europeans 
were let into the Secret of preparing it, we might 
allow it to be as durable as Brick y I have no notion 
of our being capable to improve upon their Art, 
becaufe we ufiially go backward in that rieiped):. 
For inflance, what ordinary Morter do we now- 
a-days make in comparifon of that which we 
meet with in old ruinous Buildings in mofl parts 
oi England^ particularly at Norwich^ and St.£^ 
mumfs Bury. 

33. My own ferious judgement upon this 
Fourth and kft article is (as I faid before) in the 2$ 
paragraph of this Letter, that it is even poflible for 
us to invent Artificial Stones, which will be very 
durable. Dear Sir, I am very ienfible that I have 
entered too far into your peculiar Province, without 
iagadty Enough to keep me from wandering out 
of the right Path : However, if you pleafe to cor- 
rect any errors, you may (py, either in this or a- 
ny of my preceding Letters, they fhall as fbon as 
known to me^ be thankfully acknowledged, and 

M amended; 
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amended : In the mean while I defign to conclude 
this long Letter with the following Paragraph. 

34. In the month oijune in the year of our 
Lord 1724, I went from Burgh in the South 
Marjb of Uncolnjhire^ to pay a vifit to a Friend at 
Umth a more confiderable Market Town in the 
fame County ; and after we liad taken a view of 
their fpacious Church, and lofty Spire, which they 
iniift upon to be exadtly of the fame hei^t with 
Grantham Spire, as well as with the beautiful 
Towa of Bojlon , my Friend walked along with 
me to a Spring of clear and excellent Water, that 
might be three yards wide and ankle deep, and 
that ifiued out at the foot of the Woulds there : 
not far below which place, they made it into an 
admirable Cold Bath. It was then a pretty quick 
Stream, and would continue fuch all the Summer 
feafon. He told me, that the Townfincn won*» 
deired very much, to fee it dry in Winter, and to 
run h fail in Summer ; But then they never cmce 
coniidered, what he and I agreed in, viz^ That 
underground in thofe Would Hills, there mufl be 
large Cavities or Rcfervoirs of Water, which the 
Winter Rains would ( Efficiently to anfwer that 
end) fill before Summer came on, at which time 
tliofe fubterraneous Waters began to defcend, and 
vent themfelves at the mouth of this Spring, juft 
fo long as till the Refcrvoirs were emptied, and 
that was at the approach of Winter, There is a 

imaU 
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(mall Spring; of the feme Niturc which I have 
not yet feen at PavefJham irt this' County of 
Bedford: It runs well all Summer, but is diy in 
Winter} and undoubtedly for the fetf £tme reafon, 
it being lituate at the foot of the HiHs near the 
river Ouji. This Tprefume to be the cafe in ge- 
neral of Springs that afe ufualy very low about 
Mschaetmas. And give nic leave farther to obferve, 
(fromfeveral of my Acquaintance who wfcre eye 
witficfle^ of it in their Travels into Italy) Ttat 
the Rivulets of many fuch Villages as border upon 
the j^s^ do always fwell, and frequently over- 
flow their common Boundaries, when the Suh is 
got up fb'^fer Northwards tovrards the Tropick 
tjfCa^ehy as ttt melt the Snow upon thofe high 
Mounftiifft, and of courfe to fend down the Snow- 
water is T^rertts. In (hort, all fprings I believe 
dd (Swe thiir original, to Vapours, to Snow, or 
toRdin. '- ) : / 

55; rthenght i had^ finiflied niy Letter'} but 
fipbk rc&ding this da/s Ldftdm Evening Pbjt^ 1 find 
I have not, there being in it the folkyvnng re- 
markable' Paragraph taken out of the Pdrii Ala^ 
mih ^di'Nwember 21: 1742. " The third Me- 
••^ftibilial 'which Mr. Reinmur read thcf 13'*^ 
^^fiftaflt, at the Royal Acaddmy of Sciences, re- 
^ Klte^^o a very curious'Bifctovery that haS been 
^ friade-^t the Hague by' Mr.'Tremila^. It is an 
•' Aqu«ick Infca,^ t^lhd a Polypus; ^Wth has 
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** this pfeculiarity in it, that when it is cut into 
** feveral Parts, each of thofe Parts produces of 
** itielf, in the fpaceof twenty- four hours, what it 
wants to compleat a Body. So that this Infe£t 
being cut tranfverfly in three Parts, the Part be- 
longing to the Head will produce a Tail : fome 
** of thofe Infeds have been cut even tranfverfly 
into forty Parts, which each produced what was 
wanting in it, to make a perfe6! Infed; fo 
'* that of one Polypus forty were made. If 
" they be cut down through the middle from 
" head to Tail, each half will produtc another. 
" On this occafion Mr. Je Reaumur made feveral 
" learned and judicious Obfervations, particularly 
** that as it is an Axiom that Nature is not fingu- 
** lar in its Productions, fo there mufl: be other 
" Infedls fufceptible of the like wonderful produc- 
" tion : He reports, that by Experiments already 
*^ made by him, he has difcovered certain Eartb- 
" worms that have the feme Properties ; but that 
" Nature operates in them, in a much larger ^ce 
** of time. 

36. Thefe Experiments put me in mind that 
in the defcription of Lizards^ in para^ph the fe- 
cond of my fourth Letter, I ought to have men-^. 
tioned one property or quality belonging to them, 
which could never before I went to the JVeJl Indies j 
fall under my own cognizance 3 viz 3 That if one 
of them had the misfortune to have half of its 

Tail 
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Tail bit, or cut pfF, it would foon grow again to 
its ufual length, but when it had grown about 
two inches or lefs of the length, I could per- 
ceive plainly a thin Skin or Film (of the colour of 
a Spider's Web and almpft as thin) coming all o- 
ver out of that hinder psitt i and as that Skin or 
Film was no where elfe about its Body; I looked 
upon it as if Nature defigned it for zfirH C!oat to 
cover the other Skin whilfl it was young and ten- 
der, but which was to drop off, as foon as that 
became hardened enough to do its office with- 
out fuch affifiance. I never met with this obfer- 
vation in any Author; but I frequently took par- 
ticular, notice of it, and told my thoughts to fbme 
of my Acquaintance, who did not feem to won- 
der much at it. It is impoiible for me to guefs 
how long this new part of the Tail might be in 
growing to its ufual length, becaufe we dierehave 
no Idzuds kept tame. 

37. Sir Hans Sloan in his Natural Hiftory of 
jfamaicay tells us how ravenous a Creature the 
Shark Fi(h is, but that it is forced to turn upon 
its Back before it can feize its prey, which gives 
(^)portunity to other Fifhes to efcape its fury. 
And I muft take leave to affiire you (as an obier- 
vation of my own) That as foon as he feizes it, 
in turning himfelf upon his Belly to fwim away he 
^ves his whole Body fuch a violent twifl as would 
wrench off the Limb of aGiant, and that with- 

M 3 out 
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oot this Twift he could not Ute off a Man's Limb, 
ibr his Teeth (though indented like a Haiid-ikw, 
is well as fliarp) are ib very fhort, that they are 
utterly unqualify'd for £o quick an £xepution» as 
you will readily own if you examine his Mouth. 
I never knew but one fuch ill Accident to hap- 
pen in my time^ and that was at Bqfe ^erre in the 
lilandof St. Cbrijhpberj in the following miaiiner, 
A Sailor in going aboard a Ship in the Road, fell 
backwards out of the Boat into the Sea, and the 
Water beirtg exceeding dear^ one of his Comrades 
iaw a Shark ieize him. Hooks baited with Salt 
Beef or Pork were immediately thrown out from 
all the Ships and Sloops, with one of whkha Shark 
was catched, played about till quke weary with 
plunging, and then (by the afliflaAce of a rope put 
about its middle) was drawn up into the Sloop 
and killed. The poor Man's Head, with one L^ 
and Thigh were found in its Maw,^butfomewhat 
mangled by the young Sharks that go in and ou( 
living upon what Prey the old one catches j 
Eighteen of whom were found in his Maw, and 
Ibme of them three foot long ; This old Shark 
was twenty-two foot Ipng. I have often wondered 
that the like never happened to our Negroes in 
Fifh-hunting, as mentioned in Paragraph 3* of 
of my firft Letter. 

38. In difcuiling my iecond cpncluiive Pointy, 
viz. That it is a dU^cult taik to aflkn Reafons 

■ ■ ' . ■ .V.I. ^ 
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for the fcveral Kinds, Colours, ftrangc Shapes^ 
and beautiful Impreffioos of Stones ; I ought to 
have acquainted you. That at jintigua^ there are 
ibme largp white and roundifh Stones, who& in- 
fide is hollow, and all over this fpace, is, as it 
were, one continued heap of fair Cryikl, (but 
all of a pceoe with the Face, or outward part) 
which fometimes does in a tolerable degree repre- 
fent wrought Diamonds, clofe together. I had a 
Ring ornamented with one of them, cut Brilliant- 
fafhion, which looked like a Brijiol Stone : And 
if I miflake not, I fent along with my Shells, a 
piece of one of them that weighed about an 
Ounce. I muft tell you too. That I have, near^ 
Wallingfordy in Berkjbire^ difcovered fbme Flints 
of the &me nature, but do not pretend to account 
for their Shapes, any more than I would for their 
Iniides, being fo much more tranfparent than the 
Outfide Face of the Stone : Brijiol Stones grow 
in the fame manner. 

39. If you make a queflion, at Paragrah 36, 
about the Lizard's Tail growing out again to its 
ufual length, after being bit or cut off, by afking 
me, whether that new part of the Tail was of 
the fiime ufe with the former, or exactly of the 
felf-lame fubflance ; I anfwer. That I never dif- 
fered a Lizard ; that its Tail drags upon tho 
Ground after it, without any great apparent ufe 
that I could perceive ; and that if its Tail was 

M 4 jointed 
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jointed in the middle, with fhort Bones quite to 
the end» tthat bony fubftance would (in my opi- 
nion) icarce grow again, though perhaps the 
flefliy part might be fupplied, with a grifUy fub- 
ftance inftead of Bone : But as I underfland very 
Kttle, if any thing, of Phyfick and Anatomy, I 
pvc up that knotty point to be unravelled by 
Phyiicians and Suf g^ns» 

rour\ W. S. 



Pojifcript. Upon recoUefton, I am of opinion. 
That the Vertebra of the Lizard, might go little 
or no farther backwards, than does the Anus, but 
be changed to a griftly fubflance, from thence to 
the end df its Tail. 
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{jood Sir- 



« I 

1 . 1 - 



I Find it mudi eafier, in afiairs.of ihis nature^ 
to begin than to fini(h ; To be plain, the tick- 
ling itch of Writing has entirely got the better, 
of what I hoped had been a fixed, unmoveablc, 
refblution, to take up my Pen no more ; as is 
evident enough, by giving you the trouble to read 
the following Paragraphs. 

I. I very well remember. That in our Vojrage 
towards the Leeward Charibbee Iflands, we were 
more than once purfued by Millions of Porpufles, 
who fwam along by us like an Arrow fent out of 
a wdl-drawn Bow, though we were then under a 
briik Gale of Wind : They were at leaft two 
hours in pafling us fo, and the Sea (as Eur as ever 
our Eye could difcem) was covered wondrous 
thick with them : They fhewed their whole 
Bodies almoft when they jumped, which was 
every moment. Their Head was fhaped pretty 
much like a Hog's ; they feemed to be between 
five or fix feet in length, and fomething of the 
Colour of the common Minnows in our Englijh 
Riv«^. A day or two after, I obferved fome of 

them 
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them with Nofes in the exaA form, and full as 
big asQ^ut Glafs-bottles, on which account they 
have juftiy acquired the name of Bottle-nofes. 
N. B. They are much larger than the others. 
They differ flrangely from thofe found upon our 
Brittijb Coofts \ but that is no great matter of 
wonder, iince they are of fuch various kinds. A- 
bout Cape Hom^ they are black on their Back 
and Fins, and white underneath, with (harp white 
Noies: They often leap a good height out of the 
Water, turning their white Bellies uppermoft, 
(xys Woods RogerSj page 103. We ffaruck at fe- 
vend with a Fiz-gig, but had npt the good for- 
tune to hit and catch one. 

2. As foon as we entered into the Trade- Wind, 
which does there generally blow from Eafl to 
Weft, we were entertained with a fort of Fifh 
that proved entirely new, and of courfe highly 
pleafing to me, viz. Flying-Fifhes, which. Sir 
Hans Sloan fays, are of the Herring kind. They 
are fomewhat longer than a Herring, though 
they are rather thicker and rounder in Body: 
They have a Fin on each fide, cbfe to the Gills, 
of about four inches long, being broadeft, as well 
as a little rounded at the extremity, juft like 
thofe blue and fpeckled Flies, with thick Heads, 
fhort Bodies, and long ihake<-coloured Tails, calU 
ed by fome, laylors^ and others, the Devil* s Nee^ 
dleSy and by fome, May-Jiies. If they are chafed 

by 
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by a Dolphin, or any other Fifh of Prey, they 
evade the purfuit, by flying out of the Water, 
and by continuing that flight, whilfl: their Fins 
will keep wet enough for that purpofe, which 
may be as far as thirty or forty yards end ways; 
lor they ufually fly in a ffarait Ijne, though they 
make fome iraall Wavings* They moved their 
Fins full as nimbly as Englijh Bees, or the fore« 
mentioned Flies, called I'ayhrs^ w Devil's J^ee^ 
dies J fo that we could icarce perceive them; and 
as they are of a very bright (hining colour, they 
looked exadtly like fo many pieces of polifhed 
Silver, darting it along. Their fight whilfl: in 
the Air, is not extraordinary good, { fuppofe, be* 
caofe two or three of them alighted upon our 
3hip, in which cafe they are utterly diikbled from 
rifing again. They fly fingly, or in whole Flockis 
like Birds, and far oftener I believe, out of wan- 
tonnefs, more than fear ; for if they did not, we 
inuA imagine that part of the Sea to be full of 
Dolphins, and other Fifhes of Prey. 

3. In our Pafiage, we met with abundance 
of Gulph- Weed ; it was of a reddi(h yellow co- 
lour, refembling the peeled Skins of Onions, and 
is called Gulph- Weed^ becaufe it is hurried away 
out of the great Gulph of Florida^ where the 
Current runs fo extreamly rapid northwards al- 
ways, as to drive along a deep-loaded Veflfel, at 
the fwift rate of fix mile$ an hour^ without the 

Jeafl 
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Icaft breath of Wind to fill the Sails, and fo add 
to its velocity. 

4. Having heard fo often of a Calenture, I ex- 
pected to meet with f^mt inftances of it, even 
befcx^ I arrived in the Weft^Jndi^s ; but they are 
now grown very fcaroe, for . I never faw above 
one Peribn labouring under it : He was continu- 
ally laughing, and if I may be indulged in the 
tensi, merrily mad : One day in the height of his 
frenzy, fae jumped over-^board in Cbarks-Town 
Bay, but wtas k^kily faved from drowning, by 
one of his Saik^rs, or from being devoured by. 
ibme ravenous Shark : and then confined in our 
Prifon, till the Ship, whkh he was Mafter of, 
was ready to iail, when he went on boards ^nd 
did perfeaiy recover his fenfcs,^ befin'e they reach- 
ed Liverpool. Two Officers of my Acquaintance, 
belonging to the Regiment Rationed there, afr 
fured me, that nine or ten years before, they: 
fell into the fame Diforder, immediately upon 
their landing at Antigua ; and as an unanfwerab)(p 
proof of it, told me, That they frolicked, it 
laughing up and down the Streets of the TowH: 
of St. Jobn^ with a large Lanthorn and Candle 
at Noon-day 5 but their fit did not laft above a 
week. It is now cuftomAry, when we pafs the 
Tropick of Cancer^ both to let blood and to purge^ 
(and, as I have heard, to vomit too, if they think 
thdr Bodies reqpiire fi)>much cleanfing,) which 

pre- 
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precaution perhaps was, formerly, (when Calen- 
tures were ^d to be frequent) not fo conftantly 
uied. 

5. During my five years refidence at Nevis, I 
obferved from Gir^erhr^, or the Eaftem Side of 
ourlfland, great numbers of Water-Spouts. They 
feemed to fall from the Clouds Uke Water, that 
in many finall Streams, almofl: dofely joined to* 
getber, defcends from a Pump, or rather Cata- 
rad : I never law any drop down on the Land 1 
and on the Weft-fide, in the Sea, they are not 
fo eafily difcernable, becaufe going firom us, as 
they are when the Eaft, which is our Trade- 
wind, drives them towards us. But indeed, it is 
impoiSble for them to fall upon Land ; For they 
confift ofa large Body of Water, that is exhaled 
ordrawii'Up) (perhaps by Tome Whirl-wind, as 
in the following Paragraph) in order ta fill a 
Cloud, whidi as :feon ds done, the refidae drops 
down again at once into the Sea, and 'this is what 
Mariners term the breaking of theJ Watcr- 
ipout. As I was never within lefs than two 
miles of one, I cannot be a <!ompleat judge of 
them. •'-' J ^ 

6. I took notice of abundance of what I would 
call Tornadoes, / . e. a Whirl- wind fuddenly feizes 
upon a Tradt of ground, about twenty or thirty 
yards in Diameter, where Sugar-Canes had been 
cut down, and takes up the light trafh which was 

fepafated 
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feparated from about them^ and whirls it round 
and round, to a confiderablc height in the Air, 
where it fcatters more widely about, and then 
£ills gently down again to the Earth* I do not 
pretend to account for this Phenomenon. 

7. We had, now and then, in the Wane of 
the Moon, exceilive great Lightnings^ that were 
unattended either by Thunder or Rain, and one 
e^cially, in the year of our Lord 1718, when 
I was fent for to viiit a fick Perfbn, about twelve 
a Clock, in a very dark Night. The Lightning 
begun juft as I fet out from his Houfe, on my 
return homewards, and was terrible indeed -, for 
it fell as if it had been liquid, in moA monfkous 
Flafhes, fevcral times in every minntc. It iilu- 
minated the Air all around, and flione fb bright*. 
ly, that I could fee the Ships in Charles Tcmm 
Road, as diflindtly as if it had been broad day, 
though I was then two miles off from them ; and 
I could alfo plainly perceive, the whole Southern 
fide of St. Cbri/iopber's Ifland, though fome ptat 
of it was many miles off. Nay, I was once riot 
a little furprized, as thinking my Horfe had bten 
flruck dead under me; for he hanged his Eari, 
fbaddled widely with all his four Legs, and flood 
flock flill, motionlefs: However, at laft he gave 
a groan, moved flowly on, and carried me lafc 
home : He feemed now and then to flagger at a 
large Flafh ; but I encouraged him what I could, 

by 
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by caufing my Negroe^man to walk on before 
Jiim, There was not a breath of Wind ftirring, 
and it was wondrous dark between the intervals 
of the Lightning ; But I know not how long it 
continued, for I wentdirediy to bed, and ibon 
fell alleep» N. B. That the Powder Magazine, 
upcm the top oi Brimjime^billy in the Ifland of St. 
Cbrijiopher^ has been twite within the memory 
of Man, blown up by common Li^tning ; but 
indeed, that is no fuch mighty wonder, it being 
iituate half a mile in perpendicular height from 
the Sea Shore. 

8. We have no Bees that are hived, and iHU 
we meet with excellent Honey, made by the 
Wild Bees in the Woods, about the Salt- Ponds 
in St. Cbnjhpber\ &c. But it will not make to- 
lerable Mead, on account of the Climate's being 
too warm, as I was affured by my Lady Staple^ 
tpn^ wIm) tried it. You need not wonder at the 
term Wild-Bees, for I fuppofe they are moftly, 
if not always, wild in hot Climates. We read 
in Matthew iii. 4. how St. Jchn the Baptifi^ whilft 
in the Wildemefs, lived upon Locufts and Wild 
Honey. And our Countryman, Henry Maundrelly 
in page 86. afliires us. That in many Places of 
the deiblate Plain, adjoifaing to the Mare Mortu^ 
umy he perceived a ftrong fcent of Honey and 
Wax, (the Sun being very hot;) and the Bees 

were 
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were very induftrlous about the BloiToms of that 
Salt- weed, whkh the Plain produces. 

9. Another fingularity I remarked was. That 
in the Mountain Plantations, where only Afpa-- 
ragus can grow, I have known it fit to cut with- 
in the fmall fpace of three Calendar Months, reck- 
oning from the time of its being fown in Seeds, 
that came from Landon: For there, we never 
tranfplant the Roots. We are obliged to let it run 
up to Wood, in order to fhade the Bed, from the 
fcorching Rays of the Sun, and the Young ones 
that grow up under that Wood, we cut to boil : 
But this foon eats out die Heart of the Compofl: 
and Soil ; fo that a Bed will not hold good, much 
above two years, and the Afparagus never grows 
big. Afparagus grows wild in Spiun. 

10. In our Paftures, we meet with a Buih 
about two yards high, called Sage-Bufh. Its 
Bark is of a fhining, though dufkifh hue, and 
its Leaves cannot poflibly be diflinguifhed^ from 
broad green Sage Leaves, either by fight or fmelL 
Out of pure curiofity, I dried a parcel in the Shade, 
and made Tea of them. This Tea was of a moft 
beautiful Yellow Colour, but furely bitterer than 
Gall itfelf ; in (hort, fo extream bitter, that the 
beft of refined Sugar could not render it palatable. 
I confulted about the Nature of it. with a DoAor 
of my Acquaintance, who was born at either 
Wifmar^ or Stralfund^ in Swedijh Pomeranian and 

reck- 
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i^eckoned the moft fkilful Botadift of his Profel- 
fiorij in our Ifland: He told me, that it was ve- 
ry jtiedidnal, and that he gave it, with good fuc- 
cefs, to any of his Patients whofe caie he thought 
required it, as he did alio feveral other Nen)is 
Plants, that were entirely neglcfted by his Bre- 
thren. 

1 1 . We have there likewife a Tree called Did- 
dle Doo, which is of the fize and make of a Cod- 
lin Apple-tree, but with narrow thin Leaves : It 
bears a moft lovely Flower, of the fineft yellow, 
and livelieft Scarlet Colours, Ibmewhat refemb- 
ling Nafturtian Flowers, It is efteemed as a So- 
vereign Remedy in the Green Sicknefs, a very 
rare Diftemper, in fo warm a Climate, where the 
Blood and other Juices of the Body, do ufiially 
keep on in pretty regular courfes, efpecially fince 
the warm Clinute is fo ftrongly ailifted in the 
Aftair, by the frequent Dancing of thofe young 
Ladies, as well as their riding iingly on Horfe- 
back ; for the whole fbrce of that ikipping and 
jogging Motion, (fays BagUvi) terminates down- 
wards, where it raifes a Fermentation, by which 
the.ftagnating Matter recovers its loft Circulation. 
At Antigua^ I iaw a whole Hedge of it. 

12. After a fevere Fever there, I was once 
troubled with an ugly tickling Cough, and the 
Do<9:or ordered me to eat plentifully, of what I 

N would 
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woulfl wiltiagly call a I^iquorUh BujQi^ beca^ 
it toftcs lifce Liqiioriih, an^ to ckl^cr chew^ or 
niake Tea of its Roots:. I qompjlyed with thePre- 
fcriptioo, which alinoA inflantaaeouily cauied 
me to expedx)rate^ and indeed £bon cleared iny 
Lungs of Uie pough : This bufh runs along, (not 
unlike a Vine) upon common Field Stone Walls, 
wild, bearing Seeds of a lively Scarlet, apd Coal- 
black Coburs. .that are as round a$ Peasi both 
thefe Colours are on them all. 

13. In Paragraph the Ninth, of my feconcl 
Letter, I OMght to have defcribed the Tainarind- 
tree, w^. as follows. It is a very fpreading Tree, 
and will grow to be thirty foot hi^, and bettpr : 
Its main Body is fhort and thick, and the Boughs 
long and flender, at the extremity wl^er^f, it ia 
ufual with Humming-birds to build their fmaH 
Nefts. The Fruit grows in long brawn Pods^ like 
an £%/(/Z^ Bean, and is commonly fold at A- 
pothecaries Shops, here in England. \iB l^^yiC^s 
are &nall, but fo thick fettogethei;^ as (o afFori^ us 
ao excellent Sliade in the Heat of the day» The 
imalleil fort of Humming-birds, is coniider^]iy 
lefs dian a Wren, and of the Coliour of a Poacpek'^ 
Neck, in that part^ where the black Qroxi9di 4?. 
Bnely ornamented, w^h % gliitening gt:€«itfj(h blue. 
They feed upon Pric^dlg-pe^ Flowers, as JS»^g)^ 
Bees do, upon EngliJJo FlAWers, and j(JiHe Se^ 
move their Wings fo nimj^ly, as to be fcarce dif- 

cemed 



tettER VIIl I95 

ttrticd, which makes a humming N6ift, tilat I 
iuppofe/firft gave them the Name. They cih fly 
fwtftly, ii\A 1 have known one of therii gii^c fchafe 
to a Hawk, but his ditiiintithrc Size and Agility 
were, I iihagioe, hh orily Protedtibn : I have 
&di four or five forts of them, and' at leaft nine 
or ten of the Parrot kind. 

14. In Paragraph twenty-nine,; of my fecond 
Letter, I might have informed you, That the Pe- 
lican is a large brownifh Dun coloured Bird, (I 
iicver was doie to one) that delights to be about 
the Water. Its Craw holds above a Quart, and 
in it die Fdmale puts Provision for her Young 
oAei, which ifae can difgorge at pleafure tor th6m'| 
and fl^t; perhaps, gave tik to the old aUufion, 
of a PeKcah's tearing open her Breaft with her 
Bill, in brdcr to feed her Young with her own 
BoWek, tather than fuffer them to ftarve, when 
we would typify a Perfon- s kind and benevolent 
dilpofition. 

15. We have a lai^e, long, and ftinking fly, 
of a Chocolate hue, (thet with chiefly, in our 
lx>wer*ground Plantations, for I dp not remeniH 
ber that I ever faw one; in our Mountain Plafti- 
tatbn,) that lays a long round Egg, of a brown 
dulkifli colour, quite flat at each end, and (haped 
likea bit of finall Stick, half an inch long. This 
Egg is glutinous, and Will ftick to any things 
itmaining there till the warm Weather hatches 

N 2 its 
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its young : And the great Angularity of it lies in its 
numerous Brood, one iingle Egg affording abovie 
twenty Flies, which, I fancy, no other Egg in 
the World does. My Friend, Dr. Sinclair ^ put 
one into a tranfparent Glafs Vial, and kept it {o 
enclofed, till it had produced thirty, tliat when 
Young, were of a whitifli colour. It does not 
bite like a Moikito or Gnat, but in the Evening 
it flies about, and is troublefbme to lis^ by light- 
ing upon any part of us. This nafly Infeft is 
called a Cock Roach, and as I faid ilinks ; be- 
ing above an inch long. 

16. Our Sprats there are covered with Scales, 
and are a fort of Fifh, defervedly admired by 
every body. They are of two forts, viz. Black 
Bills, and Yellow Bills. The Black Bills, (fo 
termed, from the Colour of their Mouth) are in 
my opinion, very fine eating. But the Yellow 
Bills (fo called from a yellowifh Stroak near their 
Gills) are of a poifonous Nature, and of courfc 
very feldom, if ever, eaten by White Perfons. 
That is to fay, they make a Man both puke and 
purge. They are generally taken near the Wind- 
ward Side, where it is fuppofed, they meet with 
Veins of Coperas, or fbme other unwholefbmc 
Food. 

17. There are feven or eight kinds of Turtle, 
fllias Tbrtoife, though but one of them eatable, 
which is called Green Turtle, becaulc its &t is of 
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a green colour, and that not of the fort, whole 
Shell ferves for SnuiF-Boxes. They are fo com- 
mon that they need no defcriptioq ; and the man* 
ner of catching them at Nevis^ is as follows. 
When a Perlbn fees any of their Tracks in the 
Sea Sands, he next Night fits up to watch, and 
turn them upon their Backs, and then they are 
quite helplefs. Their Blood is cold; and upon 
opening one of them, I have feen, at leaft, two 
hundred Eggs that are exadly round, (like a 
School-boy's Marble) taken out of it, about forty 
of which, were enclofed in whitiHi tough Skins, 
with a water-coloured, or jellyifli fubflance round 
the Yolk, and were ready to be laid at one time. 
Woods Roger Sy page 276, law at the Iflands, called 
^res Marias y in the South Sea^ a Turtle that had 
at leall eight hundred Eggs in its Belly, a huri- 
dred and fifty of which were Ikinned, and ready 
for laying at once. The Turtle lays them clofe 
to the Sea, which has there, very fmall Ebbings 
and Flowings, and covering them lightly with 
Sand, leaves them to be hatdied by the Sun's 
warm Beams : And this is eiFedted in eight and 
forty hour's time, as I was informed by thole 
who made it their bufinefs to fetch them from 
Maroon uninhabited lOands, where they are vaft^ 
ly plentifol, and where they fee almoft every day, 
great numbers of young ones, not broader than a 
Shilling, newly hatched, hallening down into tho 

N 3 Sea, 
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Sea. WoQ^R'^ws »0w;t$ th«iasne. Astbey^aiN^di^ 
difturbo^ ib miicti at N<vii% a£Kl other inhabits 
cA IflaiKky th^y feldpim care to. cooie a (horQ 
^per9» . Tr.-.-.j I ; ■•,.; /! '.'! i ■ 

J %., W« bivfj fiiw«|if««8 aft ocid jXorl of Fo^^ 
Itofd tfafCCi between. aiQk^Jl^il^ 
M^/^Wiia;? Diick ^ fjbt^f i&i:f^ |«rl tpf iit, i3ai i^ 
tOL di9 xokldk oiT its Bwty» «aAly igfeniMing w 
MMglifi Drake, and. tb^ hwdeir pairt;^ thaft icf s^ 
Mf/Smfar^ E)udc. BH. la very :pear i^j^.hnff^ aaa^ 
JU!k^S!»pi4^ afid reckori^d fine fafai^ ftit 

^a.^is 9^ the Mak kind,, in neve& prc^pfig»tes ittr 

SpCCia&ii Hi; : 

V/^ Jihzyfi. iscik fteqiifint Fights hl^iiMSlpa:^ 
SiWNsdt^Siik audi Thrad^er aa^kMi^afi^ 
^i^mpofi, thair eoimo^^ Eneipgiifri^ijl^^^a ^naj^ic 

t^ Sea^ as . do thei E^pha^ir < aadi . ^jtuspp^ s^ 
luand. Tha S:(«ord-'Fii^»jgetaA.iiadari)si^vt^ 
<^)aol$ii^, a^d pdick$.hka ia;. tb&>Sell.y^^ tUI^lho; 
fkuipis eor t}^ ru£%e of tbevWftter, and ^bf^^ f^ 
Th(a(her. mounts.: upon Im Qack^ and fatot§.hinu— 
{JMT^Ayi wi^ bis Tail : Ip. fboidv, they, are^ ia^a 
%te ol^ perpetoakWj!^^ ^;I w (iw W P^ 

iggp.froQi iV^/x. to^V^ within le&^l^ia||iaii 

hundred yards, of > W^^y i^^ ^^ ^^!&:F?P» 
t|iqc c^wfcd theSpjR^Vpf the^Sea tQv% up-v^:|p 
i^l^atiy ^ ail : ^Qund^ .^ib^m^ ^d . to ; the^ be(i . o^ 

l93^/d^l^£mti|i^.t^/ tha^^^^*^ fefmedit^'^fi^b 

with 
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with fomtthing about three yards long, and like 
a thttnftrous Inroad Sword, iffuing from his Nofe, 
and' AoC with his Tai!, as is commonly reported. 
In coming Northward, home for England^ we 
fiiw four or fivfe of thefe Leviathans, fwimming 
all tegcthir, fa thing not very common) not above 
ten- prds off from' our Ship : They were of a 
brotWli(h tolbtkr, about twelve yards in length, 
and twtf yafds' in diameter, at the middle, or bet- 
fef. F cannot find any reafon, why a Grarhpus 
j(hould not b6 deemed of the Whale^kind, though 
ht has no blowing Hole, to make the Water 
ipout up, Out of his Head like a Fountain : Pray 
^hy ihoilld a blowing Hole be fo eflential to' 
Whdlfes ? A'Ftiend of mine has fince dlUred me, 
thita GratripuS has a Blowing Hole, and that He* 
fias frequently feeh himfpout'up the Water lifce'a' 
Fouiifein, afoilt thifee yards high 5 a fight 1 harf 
rieVd--thef fdttune tb behold. Si^ Hans'Sloan (ays, 
T*hcJ^ have twb Spoutteg-holes, Wi/, his Natuwl 
Hiffory of; and Vbyage to yathdica) page^^; 

26: Mdwevcr, it' puts me ill mind, T?kif ife- 
vcSititen or eighteen years ago, a'dtad'Whalfc'wds 
daft up on fhdrd, at High Water M^,- fofir 
tiSMfrbvii Burgh, in Lihidolnjhire , Which I (with 
thbiifitfids of otheft) w'eHt doWh to vifit, out of 
pldftfcuriofity. It was i Male Fi(h, having a feif 
Pfe«l6, cfr Penis, not ithtike a Man*s. It was 
tliirtjr-fivfc fdot frort l^bfe^end to T^il-erid, ahd 
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as near as I could guefs, (it being partly buried in 
the Sands) twenty-four foot round, in the thick- 
eft place of its Belly; fo that I thought it pcUy 
enou^ ihaped. The Perfon who cut it up, had 
been one Seafon in Greenland^ and called it a 
Whelp, or K[alf- Whale. It had no fort of Scales; 
its Skin being Cpal-black a§ it cut along, as ioft 
as Human Flefh, and not exceeding the fourth 
part of an in^h in thickn^s. It cut better than a 
foot thick, in t^e middle, of ^U (that \yas full 
as white as the Fat of Paeon) ; and I took parti- 
cular notice, that fair Train Oil followed the 
Knife as it pafled ^ong. The Pieces were the 
&ZC of iny tvfo Fifts, being put into parrels in 
order to melt down into Oil, and what would 
not {q melt, was afterwards to be boiled. His 
Eyes were very little bigger, than thofe of an 
Ox ; his Hpad was long in proportion to his; 
Body ; and his Mouth was about five yards wide 
from fide ^o fide, meafuring round \>y his Nofe- 
End., His Teeth wer? fine Whale Bone^ very 
thin and flat, and fet moft regularly, almoft clofe 
together on the fl^t Side, the Edge Parts being 
fixed, one outwards, the other inwards; They 
might, at th? extremity of each fide, ^ three 
inches in fight, out of the Gums, but they grew 
longer and longer, the nearer they apprpa^lied 
towards the Nofe-end, where perhaps, t|iey even 
f jcceeded a foot in length ; Juft at the Poin^ 

where 
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where both Rows {viz. upper and under) met, 
they refemblcd a Hair Bruflb, fo that he can bp 
no Fifli of Prey, as not being able to mafticate 
any thing tougher than Sea Weeds, and indeed 
ijothing was found in his Maw, but a little Sea*- 
Weed. To finifli my Defcription, his throat was 
b narrow, that fuch kinds of Food only, were 
capacitated to pafe down thorough it. His Fins 
were too young to be good Whale-Bone. 

21. The glorious Colours of the Dolphin, 
(mentioned in Letter i. paragraph 19.) occa- 
iioned piy looking lately, into Salmon's Modern 
Hijiory of all Nations^ in order to fee how his 
account of the Golden-fifh of Cbinay tallys with 
the real Fifhes, fbme whereof, the curious Mr» 
Margas^ of London^ keeps now alive in a China 
Bafon, that has a hollow piece of Rock-work in its 
middle, with feveral Holes in it, thorough which 
they delight to pafs and repafs« But I find Mr« Sal* 
mori% Account to be imperfed: ^ that oi the real 
Fifhes being as follows, viz. They are from two to 
fourteen inches long, and no one could ever diftin*' 
guifli the Male from the Female : They are of 
almoil all Colours, interfperfed in finall fpots, viz. 
fome Red, fome Red and Gold, fbme White and 
Purple, fbme Silver and Red, fbme Yellow ami 
Red, and fbme gilded all over : There are never 
two of the fame fort : Their Tails are either quite 
flat or elfe triangular : Some are of various Co* 

lours 
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]our& on the Back and a clear filver white onf ^t 
Bi5lly. Their heads are of different Colours, foifie' 
being all over filver. Their Fins are gcneftiUy red, 
dnd fbmetunes the Colour of their Heads. In ihoit 
they arc esrtrcainly beautiful Mr. Mdfgi^' feritf 
fer a dozen of them by an Eaft-^Indid CapCaift. 
Jn China iAey were all redi except tv<^6; Bat 
when diey came hither they changed ihto atf 
manner of Golotirs. They live in Barnes Water ; 
and if the Bafon' be filled with muddjr Water, 
they voriU puiify and rcndier it full as cfedir as 
Ac fincft Purtjp Water in a quarter of all hour 
or lefs; Sometimes he ^ves them a litdd p\(Sc€ 
of Biread; but he thinks they ir€\yetidf HifiAtfeX 
it, as having' fereral die when He fed them, and 
none when he did not. I am apt to imagitie, thaf 
tfifey may eafiiy enough' preferve Eiffe, by fWat 
Ibwing theMud, and'Aidi Animactila as are fornx^ 
in all- Waters?, evert in thcf vcty pureflf: 

i*. The word' ^Ihmiaih (or Turnddo) in the 
Msdfle Dialisft, figrtifies a fuddbrland'moft^ violent 
Stdrmof Wind^accompanied with drtadfbl Light- 
nings) whidi ufoally'lafts for an hour, and is'fllc- 
oefedfed by as fuddeft and ftill a Calm: Thcfe 
Storms are very oommort in hot fultry Clim&tte 
as faf as the fetfehteenth' Degree of Latitude) oil 
Bodt'iides of thfe Ec[tiiitt)6Ual ; efpecially when die 
Stin is^at'cff nekr their' 2lenkh; 



B^' 



23. W$t have at JVmx Jcflamme lxi{hcs (not 
fpoiled tQt the walk as here ia England) that yeiid 
us Ftowcirt fullr as large as Primrofes > Thefe 
jFlofimrs am as white aa Sm>Wy Md kxleed 
§^ thick iGOi toother, 'l^t the whole Ba^ (at ^ 
yfWfiax^ ^^:iaoct) looks as if it: was covered 
j6Ai a large whhe HoUaod Sheet: Their ficent it 
propoctioi^l^ ricbankt hi^»^ 

24. Thfitvdut^ Cedar dsere, k 

beacs ;.ia white Flower in fhape liko z- Bell, it-a 
Jbeqxes refembling dtofe of an£ngfi^ Ptai^Tree. 
We have alio an <iKld &>rt of yegeta&le(tfte:Naa!« 
e£ which I caonott lecolled:) whkh I cdnfei^ to^ be 
ih^lareniou^: It has neicfaer I^eaves^ Bpandbes^ 
]M)0 Fbwers^ Aoc-RootB^ and is abcmt asthidt andl 
];Qiiiid as a eoounon. Whip^iord^ ufually mmning 
abi^throi^uhetopsofi Buifaes ^ manttep of 
Wisf&^ tillit e^oeed^ aat hundred, yards in» Imgth'? 
It is furely Qne of the moil be^odfttl of all yel^ 
low ^olour4s ; and: what* is^ iwlsoned} yet i(h'anger 
thfiie, no pait o£ ib apfnroaohet widtinlfanse^feot 
pftUogroundv and>it ia*moraover entiroljF'difiemnef 
fixmi the BiUh which breeda: and dfierifhes: it; 
^uarey whedien this Vk^ftsHW is' not of the 
Miisfetoe kind, thpugh I- never &w it grovnng 
lapQQtbulky Trees. > ■ . ' 

2v5U W^oads Ri^itisi page 3c, faysi that* at Saint 
Fincmt^s. {one. ofi thei -(S^^- i^ - there 

jUft l^rge Spiders that weave their Webs fo ftrongly 

be- 
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ly between the Trees, that it is difficult to get 
through them ; which puts me in mind, that in 
pailing (amt (hovt Bufhes that were feldom fre- 
quented on the eaft fide of the Salt Ponds at 
iSaint CbriJiopber\ I obferved monftrous great 
Spiders, and as ftrong Webs that reached from 
Bufh to Bufh, though not fo ftrong as thofe which 
Woods Rogers faw at Saint Vincenfs : However it 
was fbmewhat troublefom walking among them. 
But indeed the common Spiders in our Houfes 
there, have exceeding big Bodies, and thick, as 
well as long Legs; Underneath their belly doth 
breed and hang a white flat and round Bag, which 
when at maturity comes off, and flicks to any 
part of our Houfe the Spider pleafes. And the 
young Brood of Spiders are enclofed in this Bag, 
which when ripe enough for that purpofe, hurfls 
(or perhaps is eaten open) to let out confiderable 
numbers of them. We have fbme Fleas; but no 
Bugs that ever I heard 6f, though the Ships in 
our Bay are often pretty well flocked with them. 
Our common Ants are troublefbme, as well as 
very numerous ; for they oblige us to keep oat 
refined Sugar in large Glafs Bottles, that; have 
wide mouths ; and after all, thefe little Animals 
will eat their way thorough by the fide of the 
Cork : So that inflead of Corks, I have known 
Wooden Stopples made ufe of for that purpofe, 

26* 
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^6. In paragraph 37*^ of my fevcnth Letter, 
I ought to have informed you^ That a Shark FUh 
never fpawns, but breeds its Young in a regular 
Matrix, fituate in the lower part of its Belly. For 
in/lance, A Surgeon of my acquaintance iaw in the 
Weft Indies a Female one cut open ; She had eleven 
Young ones of about fourteen Inches apiece long 
in her, and each of them had a fair Navel-ftring, 
(at lead of the thicknefs of his little Finger) that 
was faftened to the Matrix, which he cut in two 
with a Knife, and then immediately put the Young 
ones which were alive into a Bucket of Water, 
where they fwam about a litde. Sir Ham Sloan in 
his Voyage to Jamaica^ Page 23, ixfsi I once 
on opening one of the Female Sharks found the 
£^ in the Ovary perfe^y round, as big as the 
top of one's Thumb; and at another time the 
Fstus or Young ones in their Coats, lodged 
in the Uterus^ after the manner of our Viviparous 
Creatures; for upon cutting the Coats the fmall 
live Fifhes came out, being able to frifk and 
fwim up and down the Salt^Water. I £incy that 
Whales, Grampuiles, and indeed all other Levia^ 
thans of the Ocean, propagate in the felf j&me 
manner. And if you ot^edk againft the young 
Sharks going into the old one's Maw for Food, (as 
afTerted in that Paragraph) I only beg you to 
remember, that common Vipers here in England 
do the &me; efpecially when they are imder a 

ft'ight ; 
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fright ; thejrtbcn bafbn ia at the old one' J Montli^ 
in ibrdpr to fecure themfelves jfrom btrm. , 

27. GipgfT, 18 a Root that fends up a ikni^ 
and knobbed Stock better than a Jfoot high^^the 
top whereof is ornamented wkh a round of bng 
and narrow Leaves^ not unlike to our Ertgli/h 
Peach-tree Leaves. The planting of it was nog^ 
k£ted in my time^ And indbed the Indtco Works 
were then wholly kud afide. However, I law fixne 
&w of the Indico Plants grow wikl^ that were 
about three foot high, branching out from the 
mdn Stock divers ways; their roundifii hcwa 
(as broad as a Six-pence) as well as the Stock and 
Boughs, were of a diill, but deep Qrcen Colour, 
inclining to Brown : The Buih is CHt up^ then 
bruifed, boiled, and put into aCifknK of water, &r^ 
in order toextradl frotti it the pmtlnidico,* Which 
will iettk at Bottom. But for a^ ijgjht aoxwstof 
likdico^making, you miift confult Sir HamMmm 
in Volume 2; Pagp3j^. As £:>radfcici'%t3on^<of 
j5ugar'*making, I refer you to Hermm Mi>Ws 
Britifo Empire in ,Ameri^a^ about it I\iri9ai<ii 
at our Bath-Plam Fkuntation was reckonad 09A9 
^nf the worfl: Weeda we had belon^g to us. sOilr 
Allocs there are entirely n^gloffced. , . ; r bl 

2B. In paragraph 25^^^ of this Letter, Ifoi^got 
|:o bkl you recoiled. That SLFincOit's and* the 
other Cape deVerdlQas^ ( whkh have this modern 
jN'ame from Cape Verd on the Coail of ..^^V:^) 

were 
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RT^re r^ncieptly called Hfff^rides^ §ioai He/perides 

Paught^s to Hi^erus^ wbo bltd Orchards that 

^Qf:^ Golden Fn^it And indeed we may pronounce 

i( ia 9 good mieaiure true of the Cape de Veri 

lQa|i4s 9s wdl as gi Nevis ^ and the other Cbaribee 

Iflands even at this day; for they yield the In* 

^bitaQts plenty both of Muik and Water Melons, 

]^oe-Apples, Belle-Apples, Bonanoes, Plantains, 

Pappas, Sbaddocks,Guavas, Pomgranates, Oranges, 

l^n^pns. Limes, (§c. which put me in mind of 

Mt'Upff (bopk4. line 249,) where in his defcrip- 

ti§a of P^radiife, he gives us the following Golden 

Vprffs: 

Trees npb$fe rich Fruit humift>d mtb Golden 
. Rinde^ 

flH9fg (imiable^ Hejperian Fables true^ 

Jj^trui^ here onfy and of delicious tajie. 

There are, you know, various opinions about the 
Situation of Paradife; However (without deter* 
mining in favour of any of them, and which all 
of them muft be trifling and infignificant) if 
Pr. fFoadward's Notions of the Deluge, and the 
great Changes thereby wrought in the fuperfi* 
eiai Parts of the Earth, be admitted as true ; it 
^uld not furely be placed in quite (6 fiiltry a La* 
tdtade as Nevis and the Cape de Verd Ifknds are ; 
upon account of the Unhealthinefs, Mulkitoe$3 
Tornadoes, Hurricanes, Earthquakes, Emptions^ 
and exceflive Heat, all of wbidi I believe to be 

in- 
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infeparabk from that Latitude in all parts of the 
Globe. In (hort it is eafy enough for us to make 
a Paradife of any Country, that is not too near 
one of the Poles, by defcribing it's Excellencies, 
without ndentioning the inconvenient qusditks of 
it. 

29. We have at Nevis great plenty of a finall 
and prickly fort of Cucumber, that grows wild, 
and is ihaped like a Lemon : we ufually boil, 
though we fometimes (rarely) pickle them. In the 
year of our Lord 1706, was fo violent a Drowth 
as confumed almoft all the Fruits of the Earth ; 
however, Providence was fo wondrous kind in 
that fcorch'd-up Seafon, as to fupply the Inha- 
bitants with infinite numbers of them; with 
near as many as would fuffice to preferve life 
very well without any other Food. The liland 
bad the year before been taken and plundered by 
the French^ fo that they had two grievous Plagues 
upon the back of one another, viz. War and 
Famine. They have fome Englijh Peas, and of 
feveral forts peculiar to that warm Climate, which 
are unknown to Great Britain. 

30. Our Sheep have no Wool, but are hairy 
and fmooth-ikinned like an Englijh Spaniel, being 
white and generally fpeaking all over pretty full 
of fmall red or black Spots, that refemble thofo 
of a fine Spaniel They ufually bring two, three, 
or four Lanibsat a time, that eat as fine as London 

Houfc- 
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Houfe-Lamb, fay the good people there^ and 
breed twice if hot oftener in a year; aild what is 
more extraordinary^ fuckle them aU : they havo 
no Hornsi The Rams are of a pale or £unt red • 
colour, and haVe a thick row of longi flrait red 
Hair hanging down, that Extends itfelf from their 
lower Jaw along their Throat quite to their 
Breaft, as for as their Fore Legs. At Nevis they 
were efteemed to be as good as the beft Englijb 
Mutton, but I could not be of that opinion. 
We have plenty of Goats, and I thought their 
young Kids as^ nice eating almoft as London 
Houfe-Lamb : they too are wondrous prolifick. 
Sir Hans Shan in his Introdudion, p. 20, affirms* 
that at Jamaica^ Rats are fold by the dozen, and. 
when they have been bred among the Sugar- 
C^es, are thought by fbme difcerning People, 
very delicious Vlduals. Some Negroes at Nevis i 
do esA them, wrapping them up in Bonano^leaves . 
to bake them as it were under warm Embers. 
I own they are fat and look well ; two Whites 
of my Acquaintance eat of them, once out of 
pure Curiofity, and faid, they did not tafle amifs, 
though quite different from any other fort of Food. 
31. Our Porkets feedmg upon Jhdian Corn, 
Spanijh Potatoes^ and Sugar-Cane Juice, during 
Crop-time, their Flefh is of courfe exceeding 
fweet, and white as well as fat. Our FowU being 
fed with the £ime Ibrt of dhiA are good^ and our' 
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Turkies of which we have voft plenty, are tx* 
traordinariiy fo. Our Veal is finall, &t, and white, 
without any more art than once bleeding. But 
our Beef (the principal fupport of an Englijhman's 
Life) is both lean and tough : I have heard of 
ibme tolerable fat Beef, but it was never my 
fortune to meet with any of it. Qur Geefe, and 
Englijh Ducks there eat well, but were ibmewhat 
icarce, as being chiefly brought to us from New-- 
England^ and other Northern 0)lqnies. But we 
have plenty oiMufcovy Ducks, that eat better 
there than they do here. We very rarely meet 
with any Wild Ducks. Our Land Crabs run from 
place to place ufually in the Night, when (and 
eipecially after Rain) we catch them by the help 
of Torch-light \ and this Torch is made up of no- 
thing eUe, but a bundle of Splinters tyed toge* 
ther, and confifling of Fir, yellow Saunders, and 
other Oily Woods, which though green will 
yield a competent blaze for a confiderable (pace 
of time. At Antigua they have fmall, but well- 
tafled Oyflers, that flick to Mangrove-trees thar 
grow clofe to Creeks. 

32. Englijh Beans willbloiTom in our Moun- 
tain Plantations, though they never pod. Our 
Carrots there are very good, but our Turnips and 
Radifhes are fbringy and flfong. We did not 
want for Red Rofes, but I never law a White one. 
Their fmell was not fo high as here in England^ 

nor 
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not were they very common. Englijh kinds of 
Orapes were wondrous fcarce, and we had no 
Peadies^ Nedarins, Plumbs, Apricots, Pears, Ap-* 
pics, Goofc-berries, Currants, or fine Flowers. 
S^anj^iire at Nevis far exceeds our Englijh Sam- 
phire that I eat in Lincoln/hire^ and Norfolk^ 
CoUy-flowers would run up to huge Stalks and 
large Leaves, but for w«it of Rain, would never 
flower. A Parifiiioner of mine ient home for two 
Mulberry-trees ; they grew indeed, but did not 
thrive ; they bore but once, and then but ones 
fin^e Berry, which came to perfedion, and 
hsA a good flavour. Our Tobacco there is £> 
Urong, that few, or no People of Condition 
finoak it. In our Nfountain Plantations we have 
many excellent Cucumbers, good common Let^ 
tuceff, as well as Nafbirtiums, French (or Kidney) 
Bestfis, CeBery, &c. 

33. Our Ship fell down the River "f homes 
upon the diflblution of the Hard Frofl, in the 
beginning of King George the Firft's Reign ; fo that 
as England when I took leave of it, looked dif- 
inatty, yott witt eafily imagine that in thirty-two 
diays a^, I muft be tranfported at the fighl: of 
AfewV, which having had plenty of Rains juft be- 
fore, was when I arrived^ in fuB beauty. Befidcs, 
the Good-nature and Generofity of my Parifh- 
oners charmed me : for when I took pofleflion of 
St. Jobn?%^ the Veflry in a moft genteel manner 

o z offer- 
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o£Fercd ma what prefent Money I had occafipA 
for, and ^rther afTured me, that they would give 
mc Thirty Pounds per Annum above the Salary 
due by Law ; which promife they moft honoura- 
bly kept to the laft hour of my fiay. This Salary 
is Sixteen thouiand pound weight of Muibovado^ 
or coarfe Sugar annually. Three Pounds^ or Five 
hundred weight of Sug^r for a Funeral Sermon^, 
and Twelve Shillings and Six-pence for every 
Chriil^ning, Marriage and Burial. But their 
generous temper would never fuffer them to give 
me fo little^ N. B. That an Englifh Shilling goes 
for Eighteen-pence there, and French^ Spanifb and 
Portugueze Money bears pretty near the lame 
proportion in value. The King gives Twenty 
Pounds to us out of the Exchequer, to defray the 
Charges of our Voyage thither ; and I have often 
heard fome of our confiderate Gentlemen declare 
That provided they might have the liberty of 
choofing their own Redlors, they would freely 
augment our Salaries s and further. That if the 
general run of my Lord Chancellour*s Livings^ 
i^rere to be difpofed of to JVeJi India Clergymen, 
after four or five years ftay in that fultry Climate, 
it would be a moft noble Benefaction, as well as 
yaft encouragement to us to travel abroad. But 
aljts! That Scheme is altogether impracticable, 
as Great Perfons Sons, Relations, and Depend- 
ants muft firft be obliged. For the encourage- 
ment 
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mt of Piety and Learning, a worthy Gentle- 
lo gave two hun4red Pounds worth of Books 
found a Library at Charles Town, which in 
f time was under the care of Mr. Robertfin 
€tox of the Parifh ; I hope it is fincc augmen- 
^ Thfe Governour General ordered the Secre- 
Y ofNeviSy to draw up an Inftrument which 
i to ferve tx)th as a Prefentatibn and Inflituti-^ 
;■ and for which he generoufly refufcd to accept 
any Fees. And the fliowing that Inftrument to 
> Plarifti Veftry, was looked upon to be a fuffici- 
? fnduiftion. As that inftrument may prove a 
lyiliy to you, I fend you an ejcadt Copy qf 
Sfcr?;^ 
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«« By his Excellency Walter Hamilton, E^^ 

" Captain-Gcneral, and Chief Go vernour 

" in and over all His Majefty's Leeward 

irbiSiitl] *^ Charibbee Iflands in America^ and Or-- 

** dinary of the feme, G?r. 

•* T T THereas his moft Sacred Majefty hath 
•* VV given and granted to me. Power and 
** Authority of Collating Orthodox Miniftcrs to 
•^ all and every of the Parifhes within my refpe- 
£tive Government ; and whereas the Parifh of 
St. ^obn. in the Ifland of Nevh is at prefeqt 
deilitute of a Minifier, and Mr. William Smtb 
•' being recommended to me by the Right Reve« 
" rend Father in God, John Lord Bi/hop of 
^' London, as a perfon qualified to take on him the 
" Cure of Souls : By vertue of the faid Powers 
*^ and Authorities to me granted, I do by thefe 
•' Prefents, Inftitute the ikid William Smith, 
" Clerk, Minifter of the £iid Parifh -, to perform 
" all the Duties incumbent on him as Minifter of 
•* the fame, and to have and enjoy all fuch SaU 
•* laries Dues and Perquifites as do, or fhaJl belong 
** to him either by Law or Cuftom, 



cc 
cc 



" Given under my Hand and 
•^Seal the iS^'^ day of 

7o the Churchwardens ^^ April 171 6, iu the 

jLs'A^AnL':- " fecond year of His 

" Majefty's Reign. 

Walter Hamilton* 
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Here likewife follows an cxadl Copy of a 
Marriage-Licence granted by Daniel Smithy Efq. 
our Lieutenant (or particular) Governour. 



Nevis. " By die Honourable Daniel Smith 

** Lieut. Governour, and Ordinary 
*' of this Wand, 

" y Icence is hereby granted to any Orthodox 
^* 1 J Minifter to join together in the holy 
" Eftate of Matrimony, John Bajtian^ of this 
" Ifland and Parifli of St. T^bomas^ Butcher, and 
" Hannah Griffith of the Parifti aforefaid, Wi- 
" dow, according to the Canons and Conftitutions 
" of the Church of England^ and the Form pre- 
" fcribed in the Book of Common Prayer, yoii 
•* knowing no. Caufe or Impediment to the coni- 
*^ trary, 

^^ Ordinary' s Office. " Given under my 

** Security taken " Hand OSiober the 

" h J^M^ ^^bh * «' zz\ lyib. 
*^ Clerk of the Or- 

" dinary. Daniel Smith. 
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34. An Afquajntapce of miqe was cl Surgeon 

in the late unfortmiate Expeditbn to Qarthagena^ 

and he ^iStr^ from me jp his defcrjiptipi) of a 

Dolphin, which is as follows, viz^ ^^ I caught 

^* one that was four foot five inches and a halF 

*' long > his Head was ftiaped much like a Cod's^ 

<5 and of a flue blue colour; his Fins were aU^ 

M fkie bjiuf , his Body ws^^flreaked with green and 

^^ yeUow inter0)ii:ed ifiixh dar|^ and light-coloured 

*^ Uues; as well as beautified with an adaiirable 

<5 variety of purple, blue, and livid 6pqXSy &c^ 

f * which are very pirious v^hiUl \i |s dying, 

*' but lofe all their fine Colours the mpment 

it diess The finny part of the T^ fi-om the 

two extremities, was Eight inches, and k% tepth 

^5 fhaped like thofe of an Englijh Jack, though 

** ipuph larger." He alfo fhgt fevcral Pdicans ; 

which were ^bput the bignefs of oat Englijh 

Ccck. *f The Pelican*s Head aijd peak were not 

" unlike thofe of a|i EngUJh Goofe too, only the 

" Beak was fla^Jter and longer by about five Inches : 

^* Its Craw when filled docs very nearly refem- 

^' ble a fixiall Cow's Bladder, and Sailors make 

*' a Tobacco Pouch of it. And he farther puts me 

" in mind, that the Ground Doves n>entioned in 

^* paragraph 29 of my fecond Letter, are about the 

" bignef? of an Engbjk Lark : They are of a cho- 

*^* colate colour, fpottedwith a dark blue; Their 

" Heads are like that of a Robbin Red-brcafl, 

•*and 
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^ and their Eyes and Le^ of a moft pure red, 
f * They are good food^ and accounted very nouri« 

3 5. 1 am not infenirble, how it is confidently 
afiirmed here, as an infallible truths That Game- 
P)cks, and BuU-Dogs degenerate out oi England i 
but do think it is a vulgar error : for at Nevis^ 
we breed excellent Game Cocks ; and moft Plan- 
tations Qan /how a fierce Bull^Dog, particularly 
ihe Gentl^ntan I lived with, had no lefs than 
tht^ at one time, and one Bull-Bitch had three 
if not four Puppies at a fingle Litter, none of 
wh)ch feemed to want courage, though there 
was no Bull-baiting in my time, in order to try 
iuch Dogs : The warm Clime makes them grow 
lazy indeed, but alas ! I found by experience, that 
it had the fame tSt&i upon Men. We have 
j^fo there many large Cur-Dogs: However^ 
as we have no Deer, Foxes, Hares, Pheafants, 
Partridges, or other Englijh kinds of Game, to di- 
vert a Sportfinan, yoii moII not wonder, that we 
^ve no Hounds, Grey-Hounds, Setting-Dogs^ 
or common Spaniels : A Houfe-Dog, is the only 
Dog that can be of ufe to us. I have farther made 
it my obfervatipn, that fome Negroes will eat 
pqgs Flefh ; in which Cafe our Dogs(both of thie 
Bull, and Cur Bf eed) do always fly outragioufly 
at them, becaufe the People there imagine they 
find them out to be DogrEaters, by fome partka- 

lar 
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kr Scent or Fames UTuing from their Stomach: 
And I think it very fingular^ that I never onc6 
heard of a Dog's running mad there, as they 
too frequently do here in England^ to the ha« 
2ard, and even lofs of Men's Lives. 

36. Sir Ham Shan in P^e 42 of his Voiage to 
Jamaica^ fays, That they touched at ATwij, which 
he defcribes thus. It coniifts of one Mountam of a-^ 
'^ bout four miles to the top» whence is an eafy 
'^ defcent to all parts of the Ifland; but ileepeft to- 
** wards the Town, where is the Road. They have 
^* neither Springs nor Rivers, but have what Water 
** they make ufe of from Ciftcms, receiving the 
** Rab-water. The Ground is cleared almoft td 
" the Top of the Hill, where yet remains fomc 
*^ Wood, and where are mn<-away N^roes, that 
" harbour themfclvcs in it. There are about Two 
thoufand Inhabitants here, who being gathered 
together for the Duke oi Albtrmark to review, 
** I found more fwarthy, or of a yellowi(b lickly 
^' look, than any of the Inhabitants of thefe 
" Iflands. The ToWrt or Road is fortified with 
** Batteries, and a Fort. They have little Money, 
*^ but buy and pay with Sug^s which are bkck. 
*' Their Horfes, which are finall, . as well as 
'^ many of their Provifions come from Barbuda^ 
^* an Ifland not far diftant, where Cattel are bred. 
" I went to the top of the Hill to gather Plants, 
^ and diough it had^ noc didnot rain at bottom» 

• yet 
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^^ yet I was taken there, in (b greatShowers, that I 
^^ was wet unto the fkin. There is here, a hot 
^^ Spring affording a conflantly running Rimlet 
^^ of Water, made nfe of for alt puipofes as com- 
'* mon Water." Now as that learned Gentleman 
Aayed no loiter than twd days at Nroisy he could 
give but a very imperfed; accoimt of it^ and of 
courfe I think myfdf obliged to amend it, viz. 
The Mountain I own to be about four miles from 
the top to the Bay at Cbarles Town, (and as menU 
tioned in Paragraph 42 of my feoond Letter^ 
fiear a mile and a half in perpendicular hei^t ;) 
But its de&ent is very fleep from the tt^ half 
way down towards Charles Town, and afterwards 
indeed it may be termed an eafy defi:ent. We have 
hkewifb a Hill cdUed Saddle- Hill^ becaufe it ap- 
pears in the form of a Saddle at the top ; we reck- 
on it no more than a Hill, but I cb affiim you 
that it is hi^er than the. great Mountain^, called 
Skiddaw m Cumberland. The Bath is at ifoiall Ri- 
ver, and its Water may very weH be drank when 
cold, for it has not a very fulfdmroiis Tafte; 
There is another River in Gingerland called, New 
River y and there is a third River near Nmh-Cajik^ 
in the Wind ward Parifh, that is well flocked with 
the fineft fat Mullets and other good FifH. There 

is befides, a Gully (or Gut) in St. ^bonun^% Parifh, 
named the Dungeon^ becaufe its rocky fides are 

high and perpendicular, which always afibrds ex- 
cellent 
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ccUcnt Water. We ufually drink Ciftern Water, 
\vhen noCjiear thefe Places. The new Hot Spring, 
iaid, in Letter 2^, Paragraph 37, to be difco- 
vered in clearing a Wood, in Windward Parifh, 
by the Whites, was ever known by the Blacks^ 
though not iboner to us White Men. There is a 
good Spring, in the White Ground, where all 
Ships are plentifully fuj^lied with fre(h .Watery 
and we have feveral Ponds, that yield us Mullets^ 
Slimguts, Mud-*fi{l), Silver-fi(h, Pond-Crabs, and 
.Eels, as well as ferve for Drink to our Cattle* 
Our Mountain (like the Sulj^ur Mountain at 
St Kfffs) near the top, will bear nothing but 
Wild-Pines, and fuch unprofitable Weeds j but a 
little lower down, are firft Shrubs, and thea tall 
Trees, whither run-away Negroes fcfort. We 
had about Eight thoufand Negroes m my time, 
and Twelve hundred Whites, who were remark- 
ably the frefheft in colour, and beft favoured 
People in any of the Iflands. Charles Fort was 
a fufficient protection to the Ships in the Bay, and 
to the Town ; but the" Batteries were entirely 
negledted, and even grown over with Bufhes. 
Wp have Money enough for a currency, but pay 
fw moft Cbpimodities in Mufcovado (or blackifli) 
Sugar, becaufe every body ftrives to lay up their 
Riches in London. Some few of our Horfes are 
brought from London ^ now and then from Rhode 

|fland, but chiefly from New England ^ ^here they 

are 
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are all natural Pacers, and none at all firom Ber^^ 
buda^ \?l^ch is a fmall and low liland^ clofe to 
Antigua^ and wholly belongs to Sir William Co(U 
drington : We breed many, but wondrous rarely 
any fine ones. Except Jrijb Beef ialted. Hams, Ba- 
con, pickled Salmon, Sturgeon and Oyfters, (all 
of which are brought us from Europe^ and the 
North American Colonies,) we breed all our own 
Provifions, fuch as Rabbits, Pork, Veal, Mutton^ 
Turkies, (whole Capons are large fat and fine 
beyond compare) Geefe, Duclcs, and Fowls, ex-^ 
cq>t fuch as are broug|it from Bofton^ 6cc. We 
n^ike a litde Butter, which is not extraordinary 
good, and our New Cheefe is far worife : We 
have enough oiCheJhire^ JVarwickJhire^ and Gtou-- 
cefterjhire Cheefe. It is no wonder at all, that 
Sir Hans Sloan was wet to the fkin on the Moun- 
tain, when there was no Rain in the lower 
Grounds ; becaufe Rain often ipreads but a nar- 
row compafs of Grounci, and falls (o heavy, that 
one fingle minute's continuance of it, would wet 
through our thin Cloaths. Our ufual Butter is 
falted, and brought to us from Ireland^ in 
Firkins: Sometimes we have excelloit Biutter, 
from Bermudas ; but it is dear. We make no 
Hay, but our Stable Horfes, for riding on, arc 
fed with Grafs, plucked up (by way of weeding) 
firom among our Sugar Canes, with. the green 
Blades of pidian Corn,^ Guinea Corn, with Scotch 

Grafs, 
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Grafs, and with New England Oats : As for (mr 
Mill Holies, Mules, and A£[es, they feed ordi« 
narily in Paftures, but during Crop-time they live 
on Sugar-Cane tops, and the fkimming of our 
Sugar-Coppers, which lafl, muft be given them 
fpari|[^ly at firft, for fear of griping, and perhaps 
killing them. The bottom part of the Sugar- 
Cane top, is about the thicknefs of one^s finger 
and as it contains a good deal of the natural fweet- 
nefs, we ufually cut it into pieces of an inch and 
a haif long, to give our Saddle Horfes; it is won- 
drous heartning Food, and £tttens them a-pace. 
Our Saddle Horfes are very fubjeft to have Ticks 
(like SheqvTkks) breed m their Ears, which if 
not frequently pulled out, will ftrangply emaciate, 
or render them lean. I think it particular enou^, 
That New England has but one fort of Horfes, 
^'z^ Riding-Horfes. 

lam^ Sir, 

Tour mofl obedient Servant, 
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r Ought to have informed you loflg ago, of the 
L reafon, why Nevis is called the Mother of the 
]nglijb Leeward Charibbee IJlands^ as follows, viz. 
s England IS governed by King, Lords, and Com^ 
ions, juft fo are we ruled by Governour, Coun- 
1, and Aflembly, who can make any Law that 
ill laft Twelve Months^ but if we would have 
laft longer, we muft have it confirmed by the 
!ing*s Privy Council ; and in all other Cafes, we 
e ruled by the common Statute Law oi England. 
very one of the four great Illands, viz. Nevis ^ St, 
hriJiopber^By jintigua^ and Montferrat^ have a par- 
:ular or private Governour, fent us by the King, 
ho prefides over the Council and Affembly both, 
hen any Publick A61 of the Country paflcs, 
lOugh his Seat is, properly Ipeaking, in the 
ounciURoom; and in cafe of his Sicknefs or 
eath, the oldeft Council-man takes his place, 
id indeed is ftiled Prefident always, (even before) 
being on fuch occafions, his Deputy. But bo- 
les, we have a Governor-General, who fuper- 
des the private Governors, and is Chief, where- 
ver he happens to be j and in cafe of his Death, 

his 
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his Office devolves upon the Governor, (or in cai^ 
of his Death, the Prefident) and Council of Ne^ 
visy till the King fends a new one : This Gover-* 
Hour, as Ordinary, has the cognizance of Wills^ 
and granting Adminiffarations, and Marriage Li- 
cences. Scxnetioies (perhaps once in twenty years) 
all thefb four Councils, and the four Aflemblies 
too, meet together. The Council is nominated 
by our Governor^General, and reprefents an En-^ 
glijh Houie of Lords : And the AfTembly ferves 
for a Houie of Conunons, being chofen by the 
Free-holders of our five Parifhes, that is to lay, 
Two Members for *each Pariih, are annually 
eled:ed, according to the laudible old Cuftom of 
England. In my time, the Nevifians were a Peo- 
ple tenacious of their Liberties ; and I charitably 
hope, that they ftill perfevere in the fame Heroic 
Diipofitlon : In (hort, fhould any Member have 
mentioned a Septennial AfTembly, he would have 
been thought no Friend to dieir Conftitutioh. It 
was currently reported, that our then (jFovernor* 
General, gave for his Commiflion (which lafls but 
for three years) Six thoufand Englijh Pounds, to a 
&vourite Courtier ^ but I hope it was a falfe Story y 
for when he bafely tried to perfuade the Govern- 
ment here, to take away the Motherfhip from 
Nevisy and fettle it upon Antigua^ as bemg the 
more confiderable Ifland, they abfolutely refufed to 
hearken to fuch a difhonourable infinuation, and 

forbid 
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forbid him to make further mention of his Pro- 
jedti St. Bartholomew and Anguilla^ (two Iflands 
of much lefs note) have their refpcftivc Gover- 
nors appointed them, by oiir Governor-General, 
but no Council iand Aflembly. Pirates are tried 
at Nevis only, as being deemed the Mother 
Ifland. 

2. Our Negroes (except what are bom at Ne^ 
vis) are brought to us from Guinea 5 thofe from 
the Gold Coaft being the moft valuable and 
hardy, on account of the vaft Heats, and of 
courfe, fcarcity of Provifions there 5 and thofe of 
Congo and Angola are lefs fet by, becadfe the 
Plenty of Provifion in their own, more tempe^^ 
rate, and cool Countries, renders them lazy, and 
confequently, not fo able to endure Work and 
Fatigue. When they firft arrive, they are well 
rubbed over with Oil, in order to make them 
look fleek and handfome^ and as they can, with 
a fmall Comb, curl one another's Hair. into ini- 
mitable knots, like Rofes, (Sc. it gives a much 
farther addition to their Beauty ; in ihort, it ex-% 
ceeds the Skill of the beft Englijh Barber. A Boy 
or Girl about fixteen years old, may be worth 
Twenty Pounds Sterling, a Woman Twenty- 
fevcn, and a Man Thirty. They live in Huts, on 
the Weftern Side of our Dweliing-houfes, fo that 
every Plantatbn refembles a finall Town 5 and 
he realbn why they are featpd on the Weftern 

P fide. 
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fide, is, becaufe we breath the pure Eaftern Air, 
without being offended with the leaft naofeous 
imell : Our Kitchens and Boyling-hoofes are on 
the iame fide, and for the fame Reafon. 

3. Now and then, tbeie poor Creatures are, 
by private Traders, ftole away out of thdj>own 
Countries, to the eternal fcandal of us CKriftians: 
But the ufual method of coming by them is, to 
purciiafe them, when taken in their Wars with 
each other -, and if fome Great Perfons concern- 
ed in the Trade to Africa^, are not ftrangely be- 
lied, they fi-equendy fet thefe Black Princes tc^-* 
ther by the ears, purely that diey may buy the 
Prisoners for Slaves* In my time,, a Ckptwi oi 
a private Trader, went to the Coafk of Guineay 
and after having decoyed two Sons of one of thefe 
petty Kings,, with their Attendants on board his- 
Ship, failed av^ for the U^ejl Indies^ and fold 
them all there. The Gentleman who bought 
the Boys, fitted out a Bermudas Sloop, with a 
proper Cargo, and fent the two Boys back, as a 
Prefent to their Father, not doubting to make 
an advantageous Voyage of it ; but the Sloop 
was not returned, before I came home to England^ 
from Nevii. The Captain was a Villain in grain, 
as well as an utter Enemy to his Country : For 
if the Black Prince, who was Father to the 
two 5oys, fliould have mafl!acrcd all Englijbmeriy 

that 
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tliaft ftU hi his way for fbme time afterwards, 
pray who cotAd jaftly blaanc him ? 

4. Another abandoned Wretch, of a Captain, 
did (about three or fotir years, before my going 
fo Nevis) fteal fome Negroes off the Coaft of 
Guinea y and fold a ftout Man and his Wife, with 
a fimll fucking Child, to a Gentleman of my Ac-^ 
qaiintance, at Nevis ^ who ufed them well. The 
poor unfortunate Fellow, affured the Gentleman, 
That the Captain flole him, and as he was a con-* 
fklei^ble Perfon, upon the Coaft of JVhiddaw^ 
he feorned to work at Nevis. However, in or- 
der to brihg him to relifli a ftate of Slavery, by 
gdfttle arid eafy degrees, he fet him to look after 
his Horfes, Mules, and Sheep: But he had not 
brtfnt Ibttg in that flation, before he quarrelled 
^th inodier of his Mafller's Negroes, and killed 
him ^kh a Knife ; upon which, he fled away, 
IWth M^ Wife and Child, to the thick Woods, 
w^here he imftiediately eredted a Hut, refolving 
to die ftither than fubmit : However, he was 
foott fbuftd out, and his Hut lurrounded with 
ixTticA White Men, and Negroes, who were re- 
iblved to apprehend, and make a publick ex-^ 
afripfe of Mm : He firft of aH butchered his Wifb 
and Child, and then came out of the Hut witl:^ 
the blbody (reeking) Knife in his hand, offer- 
mg k to his Mafter, and laying, that as he had 
fairly bcmght, and paid for him, he had a juft: 

p 2 ri^ht 
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right to take away his Ufe : The Mafter told 
him. that he muil furrender himielf, and be tried 
by the Civil Magiftrate ; whereupon, he ftnick 
at him with the Knife, but was knocked down 
and fecured. The next day he was tried by two 
Juftices of the Peace, who have a difcretionary 
Power, to inflidt what Death they pleafe upon 
fuch Negroes : The Juftices adjudged him to be 
broke upon the Wheel, and then burnt alive, 
which Sentence was ftridly put in execution: 
When his Arms, Thighs,^ and Leg Bones, were 
broken all to (hivers, with an Iron Crow, he 
did not fo much as once cry out Oh ! He then 
defired a Dram of Rum, which was refufed him 
by his Mafter, who rightly imagined, that he 
only wanted (if poflible) to die drunk ; however, 
a Draught of Water was offered him, which he 
refufed to accept of 5 they then flung him into a 
large and fierce Fire, where he expired^ with 
little or no concern. This relation, puts me in 
mind of Oroonoko's tragical Death, at Surinam^ 
told by Mrs. jinn Behriy in one of her Novels, 
that bears his Name, and whofe Hiftory is Truth 
embellifhed with fome fabulous Circumflances. 
Bitt;pray, what did our Countryman the Captain 
deferve?. 

5. Sooie Negroes believe. That when they 
die, they return back to their own Native Coun- 
try 3 for which reafon, they often hang them- 

felvcs 
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felves at firft coming to us ; of which fort, per- 
haps, was the Negro, who immediately killed 
his Wife and Child, and afterwards fufFered fuch 
a cruel Death undauntedly. Nay, the moft intel- 
ligent of them, have no manner of Religious 
Worfliip, as far as I could evq: difcover ; though 
I am told, that at Jamaica ^ the Negroes have^ 
what they call, a Hearing, in fonie Guinea 
Tongue, /. e. One of the moft knowing of them, 
teaches all the reft in a long Speech ; This Af- 
fembJy, may cohfift of foiir or five hundred 
Blacks. All they owned was. That God is a ve- 
ry Good Man, who lives above the Sky, and that 
all Good Men when they die, afoend up to live 
with him, but that even then, the good Blacks 
will be, in fome meafure. Slaves to us Whites : 
As for Men, both Whites and Blacks, they then 
go down below into the Earth, to live along with 
Jumbee^ viz. the Devil, whom they infift upon^ 
to be of neither White nor Black, but of a red 
Mullatto Colour, without Horns, Tail, or do^ 
ven Hoofs : However, they all agree, that he 
has long Red Hair growing on his Breaft. 

6. I have, fince my return to England y (feveral 
times) heard it obje6bed, by miftaken Zealots, 
that if the Matters of our Plantation Negroes, 
would but have them baptized, and that if we 
Clergymen^ would be at the pains to inftrudl 
them^ they would then do much better in all re- 

p 3 fpeifls, 
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fpe^, becauie the Qfriftian Religion, would teadb 
them &r better Principles^ than they now b^ve 
$o wc^k upon, under a State of Paganifin. But 
alas! theib People are by no means competent 
Judges of fo weighty an affair : For a Friend of 
mine, baptized a Negro Boy, and taught him to 
read; the Confequence whereof, was, That he 
m^ht look after his Horie himfetf, and go on his 
pwn Errands ix the future, or elie^ that ^ m^ht 
find aiyither Negro to do it : In (hort, it is ridi* 
c^lous to arg^e againfl: repeated Experience ; and 
the true ftate of th? Cafe, fknds thus: When a 
Slave is once Chriflened, he conceit; that he ou^t 
to be upon a level with his Mafter, in aU odier 
refpe&s; in confequence whereof, he prefumes. 
That if his Mafler correds him, for ever fb gceat 
a Fault, h? is at full liberty to fend him out of 
the World, by a I)ofe of Poifbn. For inftance, 
a Parifhioner of mine, baptized a Black Woman, 
^imd had her well inflruded in our Ridigion here 
in M^land^ but fhe had not been long arrived at 
iVmj, before fhe poifon^ four White Perfons, 
and was executed for fo doing i But if even the 
wh<de Country was fb mad, as to f^t about fuch 
sin odd Converfion, thp effedl would then be a 
general Rebellion, and Mafiacre, of us Whites : 
/ Thi? is Truth. 

7. The Negroes, when at work, in howing Coupes, 
Of dicing round Holes to plant 4icm in, (perhaps 

forty 
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forty Pcrlbns in a row) fing very merrily, i.v. 
two or three Men with large Voices, and a fort of 
Bafe Tone, fing three or four fliort lines, arid then 
all the reft join at once, in a fort of Chorus, which 
I have often heard, and fcemcd to be, La^AIla^ 
Lay Lay well enough, and indeed ixarmonioully 
turned, efpecially when I was at a little diftance 
fi-om them. They fing too at Burials, but get 
drunk, and have no fign of Devotion, calling out 
to the Dead Perfon, and afking him. Why he 
died, when he wanted nothing the World could 
afford, to fupport Nature ? 

8. I once went to fee, out of pure Guriofity, 
a Negro Boy, as foon as bom • he looked of a 
dark Red colour ; and I alfo vifited a Mulatto 
Child, about half an hour after has Mother was 
brou^t to Bed of him, and I do fincerely de-* 
dare, I could not have diftinguiihed him from a 
White Womatfs Child, But I had like to have 
foi^ot to tdl you, that about ten years before my 
arrival at Nevis^ a young Negro Woman was 
ifclivered of two different forts of Children, at z 
neighbouring Ifland, ^viz. a Coal !l^dc one, and 
a Mulatto, which odd land of Birth, was ac- 
counted for (right, I fuppofe) thus. Her Hulband 
had carnal knowledge of her^ juft before he went 
out to his work, and as foon as he was gone, the 
White Overfccr went to the Hut^ and had the 
like carn^ knowledge. At Q>arks Town, our 

P4 Metros ^ 
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Metropolis, wc hold a Market every Sunday Morn^ 
ing, which begins at Sun-rifing, and ends about 
nine o' clock, whither the Negroes bring Fowls, 
Indian Corn, Yams, Garden-ftufF of all forts, &c. 
But this is no great matter of wonder, if what I 
have heard be true, that at Tborney^ hear Peterbth 
roughs the fame is weekly praftifed. The Negroes 
are fed, generally fpeaking, upon Salt Herrings, 
and their Potatoes, which are fweet, and of the 
Spanijb kind; they have no thick Stalk, fhooting 
upwards, perpendicularly into the Air (as here in 
England) i but their Stalk runs along, clofe to the 
Ground, and is ornamented with l^eaves, which 
nearly refemble Vine Leaves : We ufually fetten 
Cows and Rabbits with them : Befid^s Indian 
Corn or Maiz, I have known fome of them to be 
fond of eating Grafhoppers, or Locufls ; others will 
wrap up Cane Rats, in Bonano-Leaves, androaft 
them in Wood Embers. During Crop-time, they 
work night and day almoft jnceflantly j but after 
all, many a poor Man works harder here in En- 
gland. My Man Oxford^ had once on a fudden, 
got a Crebouga, (that is tP fay, a flefliy fubftance, 
not unlike to a Wart) gro>ying out in the middle 
of the bottom of his Right Foot, that was about 
the fize pf a common Nutmeg, and quite lamed 
him : He was cured in the following manner, viz. 
An old experienced Mulatto Woman, took a good 
iharp Pen-knife and cyt it, till it bledj then fhe 

feared 
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feared it with a red hot Iron, and applied to the 
Burn, half of a Lime or Baftard Lemon, which 
in two or three days time, brought out the whole 
Crebouga, juft like the Cwe of an Apple : Oxford 
was not lame for it above (ixte^iv days: But to 
let you the better into the Cafe, I mufl acquaint 
you, that his Parents had the French Pox, under 
which c^cumftances his Blood was tainted, and 
Ihowed its Corruption, by his breaking out with 
Jthe Yaws or running Sores all over, when he was 
ajx)ut fix or feven years old in his own Country, 
ndz, Mvrumbo ; and the Crebouga is the laft ill 
Symptom of that Diftemper among Negroes. 
The Yaws we ufually cure by a gentle Salivation. 
9. I had almoft ibrgpt to inform you. That a 
Negro cannot be Evidence, in any refpeft, againft 
a White Man: If he ftrikes a White Man, the 
Law condemns him to loofe the Hand he ftrikes 
w;ith; and if he fhould happen to draw Blood, he 
pouft die for it. ; If a White Man kills a Black 
pne, he ;s not tried for his Life j however, the 
Law obliges him to pay Thirty Pounds, Nevis 
Money, to his Mafter, for the lofs of his Slave, 
You will fay, that thefe Proceedings are very 
defpotick : Bu|t if you confider, that we have 
near ten Blacks to one White Perfon, you mufl: 
own them tQ be abfolutely neceffary. I had a 
Parifliioner, who in a barbarous manner mur- 
thered one of his own Negroes j and though the 

Law ^ 
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Law would not hang him for k, yet he under- 
went a grievous Punifliment ; for (excepting his 
own Relations) not a iingk Gentlenian would 
ever vouchiafe to converfe with, or pay him a 
Vifit, after he had ccnnmitted the horrid Fad, 
I cannot help relating, that once upon a Sunday ^ 
ian ordinary White Perfon got drunk and ftruck a 
Negro, who being aUb drunk, returned die Blow 
with a Stick, and caufed the Blood to trickle dovm 
his Temples : The Negro immediately ran away 
to the Woods, but was foon taken : His Mafter^ 
(who was our chief Judge) to fhow his Honour^ 
fcnt for the White Man, ofiering him, dther 
to deliver up the Negro to be executed, according 
to Law, or to give him thirty Pounds, Neoit 
Money, to fpare his Life, obliging him at the 
feme time to whip him foundly, in order to deter 
him from Ac like for the future ; The White 
Man accepted the Money, and whipped well the 
Negro. I know little of their Laws, beyond 
Hearfay ; becaule they were never printed ; how- 
ever, any one may examine them at their Secrc-* 
tary's Office. 

10. A Captain of my Acquaintance, who was 
in the late Expedition to Carthagena^ aflures me. 
That whilfl he was upon the Ifland of Cuba^ he 
faw many J'arantula ; but their Bite is not at- 
tended with fuch bad Confequences, as the Bite 
of thofe Italian ones, mentioned in the tenth P^-e 

ragraph 
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cagrjiploi of my fourth Letter. They are chiefly 
found in Holes and Crevices about Dwdling- 
faoufes : They have twro Eyes, and two Stumps, 
like fhort Horns that ftick out of their Heads: 
TJiey have fix or eight Legs : Their Body is 
jibout the fizc of a Hazel Nut, round, and co* 
vered with long brown Hair, that lies clofe to it. 
One of than bit an Officer juft under his Ear, foon 
(siter which, he began to talk in a delirious man*- 
ner, fkipping «nd friikihg up and down : But 
his Friends fecured him inmicdiately, fweated 
him fufficiently, and kept him as quiet and flill 
as poilible, for about four hours, when he came 
perfedly to himfelf, in all relpefts, and never re- 
Japied. It is a great pity they did not try what 
efied Mufick would have on him. The &me 
Gentleman a£fured me. That at Cuba he faw 
commcm i^Mdors, whofe Body was as broad as 
his Hand, Ikt almoft an in$;h in thicknefs, and 
whoie Legs were proportionaWe. He iaw alfo 
yaft numb^s of Alligators, and fomc of fifteen 
feet in length : They roared like Bulls, moved 
their upper Jaw, but had two Eyes proportioned 
to their Head ; whereas the Crocodile, (Cydops- 
like) has no more than one fmall Eye, which is 
fixed in the middle of its Forehead. 

1 1 . This hairy kind of T^arantula^ puts me 
in mind, That when I lived at Barton^ in Wefi-: 
m^^hnd^ I went with fome odier SchoolrBojrs 
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into a Wood, were wc found, accidentally, a 
huge over-grown Toad, whofe Back was cover- 
ed with milk-white Hairs, that were about half 
an inch long; thefe Hairs being not let clofe 
together like thofe of a Dog, but growing a 
finall fpace afunder. That they were real Hairs, 
I do pofitively aver ; for we rubbed them over 
many times with a Stick, and viewed them very 

narrowly. 

1 2. You told me^ the other day, at Cambridge^ 
that the ^ell which I then brought from Nor- 
wicb to you, was called Pinna Marina. It mea- 
fured twenty inches in length, before I had the 
ill fortune to break it ; and the Meat of it fiiffi- 
ced my Brother, with two of his Companions, 
for a good Meal, at Port Mahone^ where it (luck 
to a Rock near the Shore. The reafon why Ma- 
riners flile it a Mufcle, is, becaufe the Shell of it 
is more like an Englijh Mufcle-fhell, than any 
other kind of Shell whatever, and becaufe the 
Meat, or Fi{h, contained in it, looked, imelled, 
and tafted, like that of an Englijh one : But as 
it was ranker, they were obliged to (eafon it 
high, ^ 

13. It never fell in my way, to meet with 
a Flamenco y or Flamingo Bird; but I have dif- 
courfed with many Perfons, who went down to 
fetch Lignum Vita^ Iron Wood, Gf^. from the 
Maroon uninhabited lilands^ where there is plenty 

of 
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of them : And they all agree, That they are full 
as big as Turkies, that their Feathers are of a 
moft beautiful Scarlet mixed with Ibme few of 
a White colour, that their Legs are {o long as 
to enable them to wade thorough (hallow Ponds 
like our Englijh Herons, that they walk very re- 
gularly, abreaft of each other, like well trained 
Soldiers, and that they generally-fpeaking, fly in 
a Wedge as do our European Wild Geefe 5 which 
lafl Article puts me in mind of Miltoriy Book 7. 
line 425. 



part more mfe^ 



In common^ rangd in figure wedge their ivay^ 
Intelligent ofSeafons^ and fet forth 
TTjeir aerie Caravan high over Seas 
Flying y and over Lands with mutual wing 
Eafing their flight 'y fofteers the prudent Crane 
Her annual Voyage^ born on Winds. 

I had almofl: forgot to acquaint you. That at 
thefe Maroon Iflands, the Sailors eat common 
Parrots, and lay they tafte well: But as for 
Macaws, and other fine Birds of that kind, they 
arc to be found every where in warm Climates, 
upon the Main Land of America : We have no 
wild Parrots at our principal, and inhabited lilands. 
14. Citrons (as do alfo Lemons) grow upon 
Buflies, are more round like an Orange, though 
of a Lemon colour, and peeked at the end : They 

are 
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are pared fSm, and tbsfe ^e thin Vatiin^ 
are thoroa^f itieped in tkdbeft French ^^rtAifz 
both Bramdi^ Md Parkig^ are theA {)Qt into a Sdlf, 
and the tAifior d^Mled from chaii, i!s dnvtA oS 
kito tran^arenf BdClk^ that will hcM abdiit i 
OaUon ^1^ feme of the bed Refined Sugar, niee» 
ly fifted; If I&ihook well Ibttr or five time$ a day 
for four or five days together, after which k is 
kt (land ftfU and nnmoved^ iA drder to itrhflde, 
and be decanted into Pint or Qliart ll^tdb. t 
do not fee any reafon why (in imitation of Citroil 
Water) we might not here in England make an 
excellent Cordial of Lemmoft Paring^^ good 
Brandy, and refined Sugar {o mixed together, and 
diflilled. I mean that the Brandy and Pafings 
ihould be difHlIed before the refined Su^r is 
fifted and put to them. 

1 5. I cannot help fpeaking a word or two 
about making of Rum in this Article ; viz ; when 
we break up a piece of frefh Ground to ptant oar 
Canes in, the Caiies for the firfl tfWb or three 
years will yield no Sugar, fo thai we find our-^ 
fohres obli^ to diftill tlMeirjuice fdrRuna: Ano* 
tjier method is, to diftill Rum ffronl MoMes ; 
and a thkd way is, td di^ifi it frofn ^ 
Sldmmiilgs of our Sugar-Coppers : I ha^e Ik^i 
all the tteee ways contended for as the beft by 
their feveral adVototesi- though the laft is very 
fcldom tried, becaufe (as I feid before) in Crop- 
time 
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time wc ufually feed our Mill-horfcs with Skim- 
mings. However give me leave to obferve, that 
though we have plenty of MolaiTes brought to 
Jjmdm and other EngUJh Ports, yet our moft 
ikilful Diftillers here cannot turn it into Rum. 
But indeed Rum cannot be made in England for 
want of natural Heat of CMmate to raife up the 
Ingredients to a due Fermentation for that pur- 
pofe. 

16. I readily afToit to the Mariners Maxim, 
-y/2? ^ That it is hotter at Nevis than under the 
^quinodual Line, and for the &me reafon which 
they affign; /. e. becaufe when the Sun gets 
at any confiderable diflance Northward from the 
Equinox, the Earth under the Equinox begins to' 
cool apace, and continues fo doing till the Sun 
retorns back s^n to the &me latitude : Where^ 
as, when the Sun is dire<91y over head at Nevis^ 
He not only renders the Earth there very hot, 
but as he travds no farther Northward than t^ 
the Tropick of Cancer^ the Earth at Nevis ha» 
not time to cool, and of courfe muft grow much' 
hotter,, when he is on his Zenith there in retur* 
ning towards the Equinox. There muil be the fame 
degree of Heat in the fame Southern Latitude, 
from the Equinox to the Tropick of Capricorn. 

17. There happened no Hurricane whilft t 
continued Redtor of St, Jobn'i Parifh in that 
Ifland: But ii> the Hurricane Months^ viz. Jufy^ 
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Augujiy and September y we had fevetal outra^oud 
Storms^ which would have greatly^furprized me, 
had I not beforehand been well informed of 
their S3rmptoms, Fuiy^ ^d EfFe&s. Particularly 
about the middle of September y 171 8, the Sun 
upon his Meridian at high Noon, began to hide his 
bright Face behind a Cloud, and the Skye that 
was clear and ierene enough before, to lower 
and blacken apace ; now and then fell fbme largo 
Drops of Rain, attended with fudden unexpected 
Pufl& or Blads of Wind : upon which We ime- 
diately houfed our Turkies, Gcefe, and Ducks, 
as well as Cocks and Hens, that muil all have 
peri(hed, if we had left them expofed to the fe- 
verities of fuch a Tempeft. Nay, we iecured 
in Folds with Stone Walls our Sheep, Mill-* 
Horfes and Mules. At three o' clock the Win- 
dows or Flood-gates of Heaven were opened fo 
wide, as to pour down great abundance of Rain, 
which together with the high Wind that now 
fliifted round by degrees to every Point of the 
Compafs, obliged us, to fecure our Windows 
and Doors, to drefs what Vidtuals we ihould 
have occafion for that day, to turn our Horfes 
out of the Stable, ,to (hift as well as they coukl 
among the young Sugar Canes in the Bath Plain :' 
nailing up the Door with Boards put acrofs it, 
and in ihort, to fecure every thing elfe as much 
as poffible againft its rage. I obfcrved, that tho' 

it 
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it blew extremely hard at the Ground^ ib that 
we could fcarce keep upon our Legs^ yet the 
Clouds looked like Rags^ and hung (xming^ 
ly niotk)nle& in the Air^ and the HeaVen^ 
towards the Eye of the Wind, /. e. Eaftward, 
appeared as black and difmal as if the univerfal 
Frame of Nature was juft going to be diflblvcd. 
We then put off our wet Cloaths^ and kept in 
our DwelUng-houfe^ expecting the worft ; For 
the Rain and Wind grew, much more vehement 
till ten o' Clock, when to our joy, it broke into 
loud Claps of Thunder, and large FlaQies of 
Lightning, which are certain Symptoms of the 
Storm's 'being at its height^ and of courfe that we 
might (as we were inclined) fafely go to Bed** 
Early the next morning we got up, and found 
the Wind vaftly abated, though it ftill brought' 
in a mpfl: nK>nftrou8 fwelling Sea into dur Road, 
at Charles Town, fo that the Ship which had put 
out into the wide Ocean for fear of being drove 
a(hore, durft not return till three days after. 
N. B. We had one of thefe Storms every Year* 

18. Though the Earth was fufficiently refrcfli- 
ed with the abundance of Rain that fell ; yet give 
me leave to tell you, that all our fine Trees and 
Bufhes were entirely dripped of their Leaves, and 
looked as if a Fire bid ran thorou^ and fcorched 
them to death; according to Milton, BooIm. line 

612. 
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H»tb fiatb^d fbe Rhtjl Oaks, itr JtJRttH/^ 

Wtthjiigti 'Hp their ftmlygrtmA^ »£»' hatrt 
Stands on tbe blofied i^tb. 

In fiiCNt, Nriiijkm Litsavte ky tfath tipon the 

^ck as Aaumnal Lea^s thai Jhow the 
Brobks 

]k Vkikmh^Jb, i^bite tb' Etrurian Jhaiii 

Hi^b »wr^i9rcb'demb^r ; — k-. 

Book 1. Lfeft 362. 

However^ in a few days^ they were new dotheii^ 
and adorned with young firefh Leaves^, fo that the 
ftoep iides of our Mountain looked iaXL aa imilkil; 
and verdant as before, and put me in mind ofMih 
trn's Paradiie, where there was |)ei|)6tual Spring, 
!6ook 4. line 264. 

^ Birds their ^ire appfy j Airts^ VtrtudJins^ 

Breathing (beJineUpf Field and Grova^ attune 
^the trembKng Idtvoes^ wbik unhoetfal Pan 

Knit with the Graces and the Hattrs in dtirta 
Idd m the et&nal Spring. Not that fair ptd 
OfEnna^v)h&e Projhpine gathering ^^>^^ 
flerJHfdfair&fimei^bygloorty^]^^ 
H^as gatber% tttfo>* ttift (kres all tbatfSn 
5&/^ h& tht^h the *Mrld; not that fim 
grove 

- Of 
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Of Daphne by Onntes^ and tif inf^'d 
Cajlalian Springs might with this Paradije 
OfEdmJirive ; nor that Nyfiian Ifle 
Girt with the River Triton^ where old Cham^ 
IFhom Gentiks Ammm call and Lybian Jwe^ 
Hid Amahhea and her florid Son 
Toung Baecbm^ frem his Stepdame Rbea*i eye-. 
Nor where Abaffin Kings their iffue guards 
Mount Amaray though this by Jome Jitppos^d 
True Taradifi under the Ethiep Hne 
By Nihis head^ eml&s^d withjhining roek^ 
A wbok day^s journey high. 

In fliort 5 at News and the other Leewarci Cha^ 
rihee Iflapds, we had a kind of perpetual SjM-ing j 
for oar Orange-trees, Lemmon-fhrubs, Shaddocks, 
Pbpper, &€. exhibited at one and the £ime time 
jfhiit that were fuU grown, half grown, a 
quarter grown, and even Flowers and Buds ; and 
as for oar other Vegetables of all forts, they were 
ever frefli and blooming. But after all, let me teU 
jfou, we muft not look for Paradife, either in the 
Eaftor Weft Jhdies (as I (aid before), on account 
of Earthquakes, exceffive Heat, Mufkitoes, Hur- 
ricanes, &c. We have annually three publick 
Fafts, viz. in the firft Weeks of Jufy^ Auguft^ 
and September % to implore God's mercy in averting 
his Judgement of a Harricane from us; and if He 
is fo gracious as to hearken to pur Petitions^ we 

0^2 havQ 
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have in October a publick Feaft or Thankfgiving 
for it* f 

19, We have fome Frog& in our Gardens and 
white fwampey Ground behind them wcftward 
toward the Sea Side at the South end of Charles 
Town, that fldp about, being not yellow like 
Englijh ones, but rather Brown and more of a 
Toad-Colour, though I never heard of a Toad be- 
ing feen there. Our Snakes are quite harmleis ; but 
our common Flies are exceedingly troublefomc, 
almofl as bad as our Mufkitoes, which are no 
other than JVeJi India Gnats, and perhaps not 
much more troublefome than our Englijh Fenn 
Gnats. I was credibly informed the other day, 
that a Manchineal ftick with the Bark peeled off, 
and brought to London^ will (though dry) if one 
end of it be put into a pail full of new Milk, and 
iHrred half a dozen times round, immediately turn 
the whole into Curds and Whey, fo forcible is 
the ftrengih of its Poifon even then at fuch a 
diftance of time. And laft Evening I was in comr 
pany with a Sea Surgeon juft arrived from the 
JVeJi Indies^ who confirms me in my opinion 
about Water Spouts, as mentioned in Letter 8^^ 
Paragraph 9. He has feen feveral, but more 
particularly obferved one, that was (o near that 
it had like to have broke upon their Ship j viz j 
A Whirlwind feized upon a fmall track of 
Seqi, mounting up a large body of Water round 

and 
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and round in a circular winding form, till it reach- 
ed the Cloud it was to replenifh, and continuing 
(o to do for the Space of ten or twelve mi- 
nutes, whilft it lafted making a very great noife ; 
But they had the good fortune to difperie it, by 
firing a great Gun loaded with Shot at it. JVboJs 
Rogers in Page 373 feys, that in their paflage 
from Guam to Batavia^ they iaw in one day 
no lefs than three Water-Spouts, one of^ which 
was in danger of breaking on the Marquis, had 
not the Dutchefs, by firing two Shot, broke it 
before it reached her. 

20. I muft not forget to acquaint you ; that un- 
der the Tropick of Cancer^ on our paflSige towards 
Nevis^ vire law at leaft a dozen Tropick Birds, 
though hone ofthe'm flew low enough to be fhot 
at ; and indeed they are a high-foaring Bird, about 
the bignefe of a full-grown Partridge, of a milk 
white colour, with one fingle white feather (at 
their Rump) a foot and a half long, which ferves 
them for a Tail. There was formerly one of 
them in the Mufaum AJhmoleanum at Oxford: 
And that on our return to England^ we met 
with many Birds, and particularly with a large 
one called a Sheerwater, being of a brownifli 
colour, as large alinoft as a Goofe, and fome of 
them many hundreds of miles from Land; tbeyarte 
a ftrong-winged kind of Fowl, and do frequently 
alight on the Ocean. I had certainly come back 
home to England quite prejudiced in favour of 

Qw3 ^^ 
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the vulgar notion, viz. That there is no Tide at 
jil, bttt in lieu of it, a feiall irreguls^ Cutrcpt 
among our J^eeward Cbaribee Iflands, had not a 
Merchant, many years ietled at Nevii^ (whp 
was bniu^ up a Mariner, and reckoned a very 
fkitftil one) <iffured me from his own Obfervatioos 
that we had a very regular, though fmali Tide 
there ; which finallfiefs we attribttted «o the want 
of a Sinus, to coD&Bt afid raife the Water mcxt, 
N. B. That the River Amazons ^ in Souths Ame^^ 
rica^ diredly un^r the Equator, is twelve hun-f 
dred Leagues Ipng, fifty Leagues wid6> at it's 
moi^h, and its Tide riies five or fix fathoms^ 
Here indeed, is Sinus enough to ^StSt k. 

2 1 • Since my laft return from €ambrl^e^ I 
have in<pe(fled your Patron, Dr. Woodward'^ Na- 
tural Hiftory of the Earth, publifhed in EfigS/b^ 
by Benjamin Holloway^ L L.B. and Fellow of d» 
JRpyal Society ; and if this natural Hiftory be ad' 
mitted for trutb^ k is then certain enough^ that my 
Stones, in the fhape of hollow Qjrftcr-fhells, are 
righfjy accounted for by him, and not by Maxi^ 
miUan Mijfbn. I obferve, hqw he lays, in page 
50, That Stone in its Strata and under ground, 
4oes grow gradually more and more hard^^ and 
h by little and little attains a compleat So^ 
lidity. I «ever made \x. nay bufinefs to examine 
fwrrowly into tlje affiiir j but that many Stones 
io grow, is jBvidcnt enough tp tne, yfhq ftall not 

treuWc 
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trouble myfelf to OQquire» Whether tk^ growth 
is efie£fce4 by Ei^avia, Hcats» Spars^ Saltst^ fSf^ 
You know I have a loagifli Flint-jfi;oo(9 oow by 
me, which I picked up upon the Beadi» niear tlur 
Fort 9t Taamutb^ m Norfolky (wher9 ik^ are 
not uncommon) in Jum laft, out of one end 
wherpofy ifiues a flender vomafi PkAt that ts 
blaek, and has a buihy top of a foot loqg^ and 
whofe Roots are aU of a piece with the hard FUiit^ 
ilcme : Now I infiit, that thisi St09« aM thefe 
Roots, (nuft hy way of Petrificatipn, haye grown 
from fo^ td Wd not very k>Rg ago, unief^ we 
iuppofe the Plant to have been rooted in the 
Stone, ever fince the Deluge : But properly fpeak- 
ing, it is rooted in a brown fubfbnce, in the hol- 
low of the Stone, and is now become all of a 
piece with it I /hall juft hint at cme mcMre ZfgM^ 
ment, in behalf of my own opinion, in th^l re^ 
ipeiffc, which among others, is inferttd at Bara- 
gra{^ 6, of Letter 7, viz. A great live Toad was 
found at Tannouthy in the Heart of Centre of a 
Portland Stone, that meafured (hpeo feet in dia^ 
meter : And I afk. Whether the Stone ha4 late-- 
ly grown a$ I there Imagine ^ Or wh^thqr the 
poor Toad had been ihut up in it, ev^ fince 
Noabh Flood ? The reality of the nwitf ey of faft 
canpot ^ called iq a^eflion, becayfe there are 
multitudes of Eyc-witneflcs to it, nov? J^live in 
thatTpwn, 

• <L4 - 2*2, 
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' 22. Upon the whole, maturely confidered, I 
admit that the prefent fbte in general, of moil: 
vifiUe things, may be difcovered by a due and 
candid furvey of them : But alas ! to determine 
the nv6an$, how . they arrived at this Aate, is in 
moil cafes too difficult a tafk for human Un- 
derftanding to go thorough with. For my own 
part, I never look attentively upon this beautiful 
Fntme of Heaven and Earth, without putting 
up a devout Ejaculation or Hynui, in honour to 
their glorious Author and Mover, God, Omnin- 
potent and Gracious, rem^nqibrin^ Miiton^ Book 5, 
line 557. 



'«^ 



Up be rode^ 



Ipolhm'd with accUtmatim and the found 
Symphonious^ of ten thoufand Harps that tun^d 
^gelic Harmonies : l*be Biartb^ the ^ir 
'Refoundedy (tbou rememberd^Ji for thou heardjl) 
Tbe Heavens and if II the Conjiellationf rung^ 
^tbe Pianets in tbfir Jlaticn UJi'ningJlopd^ 
While the bright pomp afcended jubilant ^ 
Open^ ye everlafiing Gates ^ they fung^ 
Open^ ye Heavens^ your everlafiing Doors ^ let in 
^e great Creator from his Work returned 
J^gnificenty hiji Six Dafs Work^ a Worlds 

And )nd?cd, I ijiay well thus remember him: 
For (with the learned and ingenious Dr. Brown^ 
in his Religio Medici ^ pge 34.) *^ I hold^ there 

is 
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'^ is a general Beauty in the Works of God, and 
** therefore no Deformity in any kind or fpedes 
** of Creature whatfoever: I cannot tell by 
^* what Logick we call a Toad, a Bear, or an 
Elephant, ugly, they being created in thofe 
outward fhapes and figures, which beft exprefs 
the Aftions of their inward Forms 5 and hav- 
ing paffed that general Vifitation of God, who 
&w that all that he had made was good, that 
is, conformable to his Will, which abhors 
Deformity, and is the Riile of Order and Beau- 
ty; there is no Deformity but in Monftrofity, 
wherein notwithflanding there is a kind of 
Beauty, Nature Co ingenioufly contriving the 
irregular prts, as they become fometimes 
more remarkable, than the principal Fabrick. 
To ^eak yet more narrowly, there never was 
any thmg ugly, or mifhapen, but the Chaos, 
wherein notwithflanding to fpeak ftriftly, there 
was no Deformity, becaufe no Form, nor was 
it yet impregnate by the Voice of God : Now 
Nature is not at variance with Art, nor Art 
with Nature j they being both the Servants of 
*' his Providence: Art is the Perfedlion of Na- 
'' ture : Were the World now as it was the fixth 
*' day, there were yet a Chaos: Nature hath 
^* made one World, and Art another. In brief, 
'* all things are Artificial, for Nature is the Art 
^< of God/' I fhould have added to the forego- 
ing 
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ing Paragraph^ 99 follows- Tlwrf it «fi p^ec- 

tion. ag^l Pr. Woodward'^ Difiqiution of the 

whole Earth, at the tim« pf the Peliigc» which 

is not very ^ly anfwered^ w». Th^t -M^jr, in 

his Pefcriptiop of the four BraiKh«s qf t)^ JUver, 

running out of Edm^ mak«s the prffcK^t £»rth 

(allowing &)r alterations cau£id by BarthginJcag, 

&c.) to be identically the iamQ» with the Ap^ 

diluvian onc^ in Gmju^ ^^ io*\ 1 1'\ U*\ 13^^ 

14*** Vcrfes : And a JRiver "went puf ^ ©den 

tQ wafer the Garden } 4md frm tbemf^ it was 

parted^ and ^htctim int$ four Heads. 5P5k Name 
^ the firji is Pifon ; Jnd that h it wbiob 

compajfetb JJavilah, where there is Qold^ and 
the Gold of that Land is good; there if Bdel- 
lium, and the Onyx Stone. And the n^m^ (^ the 
Jecond is Gihon, the fa^f is it which cwff^Jfetb 
the Land of Ethiopia. J^d the name of the 
third River is Hiddckel j that is it which goeth 
towards the Bqfi of Affyvh. And the fourth fii- 
fper is Euphrates, Now, that Mo/es ia berQ dc- 
fcribing the ftatc of thofe pranches pf the Rivgr, 
yiH as they were, during hi? own lif^-timP, ^s 
evident enough, becaufe Scripture ( as well as 
other Oriental Hiilory and Geography) mention 
itbcir fituation fof many hundreds of years, after 
the deceafe of that great Prpphct, ]Vor (Jo I fo 
inuch depend upon the Authority of Commenta- 
tors, as I dp upon the Rpafcnablqpefs of fl^y opi- 
nion; 
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iiion ; $>r thefe Ddci^ons had been entisdjr 
ctfekfs, mA againft the rules of iiacife fimpUdly 
(which the Holy Oboft always dMerves in &ch 
accounts,) exo^ thoie very identical Branches 
had not then faaidy eidfted, but been likewife 
weQ known. Nay the E$t^braUs is fo called at 
'difs day : And thou^ the others may, long (mcOy 
bave dmngcd their original Names, yet that is of 
iK> validity againft my o^nion. Pray, did not 
Sohmm buiW a Ci^ in the Wildemefe, cdling it 
^admorf Did not the Greeks afterwards call k 
Pahnyra? DidaottlieBmperoryldhfim, whowas 
defervediy caBed the ff^ail Fkmer, from the ma-* 
fij (lately EtBfices which he credbtd, rebuild it 
out of Ruins, naming k Adriimopk f And has it 
fK)t now recovered its pdftine Title ^adnior^ 
which indeed it never totally loft among the 
Syrians and Arabs f 

Dear Sir^ 
Though I raife this Objedlion, againft your 
Patron, Dr. Woodwards s Theoiy of the Earth; 
yet, if you are able to folve it well, I am always 
ready to cviix my wjQskfi ; For no Author can 
hy claim to Jjo^dUbiUty. And for fudi unchari? 
table People as believe^ when I mentioo things 
they are entirely unacquainted with, that I m^ 
of courfe make too free with, wh^t they (with a 
^cr) call, a Traveller's Priviledgc 5 I fmile at 

their 
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their unjuft Cenfure, and pity their Prejudice. I 
fhall not imitate that inconfiderate Gentleman, 
who fent over to the JVeft-Indies for a whole 
Cabbage- tree, on purpofe to prove its exiftence, 
to fome idle-headed Folks, who difbelieved him. 
There is not the leaft fhadow of reafbn f0r fo 
doing: No; we are to reft very well fatisffed 
with fuch Proofs, as the nature of the affair will 
admit of; in (hprt, it is impofiible for fb many 
thouiands who never £iw each other, to agree in 
a faUhood, purely to impofe upon fuch of their 
Neighbours, as ftrangely imagine, that they 
.muft have fcen every thing in the World, tho' 
perhaps they never travelled above fifty miles 
from their own Fire-fides : I do not think, that 
J am bound to find Judgment and Faith, as well 
iisTmth. 

I amy 

Tourjincere Friend^ 

» 

w. s. 

' Pojlfcript. Simple Nature is a fine Study, and 
unbiaflfed Reafon, with the afliftance of Humi- 
lity, is the beft Judge of it: Grant, kind Heaven, 
that I may experience the latter part. 

LET- 
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Dear Sir^ 

WH E N I wrote Notes upon Falconer'^ 
Cryptomenifis PatefaSla^ my intent was 
to republiih that Book, which had many years 
ago become fo rare, that (excepting in one par- 
ticular Friend's hand) I could never meet with 
it, though I confulted with Mr. Daniel Brown^ 
without ^empk^Bar^ for whom it was publiihed, 
and who believed it was almoft no where to be 
met with, but in great Libraries. Though I had 
long fince laid afide my defign, and deftroyed them; 
yet I have at the defire of fome Friends here, 
communicated a fummary and plain Introducftion 
to common Decjrphering, without the leaft in- 
tention of advancing into difficult cramp Decy- 
phering, be«ufe all my former, and more exten- 
five Notes, were a long while ago committed to 
the flames, as intimated at the concluiion of my 
fixth Letter. In fhort \ this Summary and plain 
Introdudtion to common Decyphering, contains 
no other than my firft ofF-hand Thoughts, at 
prefent, upon the Subjed, and is I hope, eafy 
enough to be imderftood by all Perfons'who arc 
willing and fit to be infb'ufted in it. 

2. Now, 
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2. Now, that a Reader of tolerable capacity, 
may a{>prehendt my ftnthftents tf ight^ I here pre- 
fent him with a Catalogue of Words, which he 
fhould nave recourfe to, viz. Words confifting 
of one fingle Letter are, ^, /, o^ the firft of 
which i» dHborercd^ in a cyphered Writing, by 
ks gmter fireq^ency^ that ib to &yj by its being 
gencf atty the highdl of them ia the Nomoncal 
Ttblcy as well as by compariog it with the third 
Cyphcsr of a Word, which I imagine,, iiands for 
the Word ti^af. All the Wwds coofifting of t wf8> 
LettefSy are m fellows, viz. ab^ ha, am, an, a$^ai^ 
f«, «, I/, tf/i %b^ h&y on^ », ir, do^ygo^ h^ >&,, tc^^ I 
take notice here, that, tOyis the only twci^lettered 
Word which begins with the Letter /; ud 
that the Words^ on and xo, diiibover them**- 
ifelves by confifting of the fel£-iame twQ Letten^ 
differently placed. Three-lettered Words are ia 
ninnfaer three hundred feventy and three* Fbnr-^ 
lettered Words are ahnoftnomberlefs. TheWordi^^ 
I {Atch upon to be^ Decyphering with, are,, m^, 
m, /», at'^ ity didy tbe^ thaty bave^ andy arCy wbkk^ 
tbey^ tbefCy ,tbeiry tbem^ where^^ all^^U^ wtby fh^^ 
Words that afterwards l^lp, by comparing tfaeiA 
carefbUy with cyphered ones in a Writit^. vist^ 
ffi$dy what^ dajy telly fiUy billy iffell^ mHyimdeedp, 
fat^ tfe^ 'trt^ tmfy fioHy tbm^t^ tbertfotnty . pi&pit^ 
eftatCy nevertbdefiy beaveny excufky exapdnCy. exer^ 
cifi^ cbmrcby executCy excellent y experiencey noonty, 

- follom^ 
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yoibnvy p^tbuftf forro^t borrow, morfVuty expa- 
tiaUy actrmagance, remmbery redeemer^ defiresy 
Jeruiy fenfesy fwrmoreypkajty bkffedy George, 



The Writing to be Dccyphcred. 

$te24CM|» 4x1 ^nCt 07911701^ m9qo7&; cox 

7 8 9 10 II l2 13 

dglbq zii8c669b75 qx qod b7im 9a na2n7&b9t 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

6on&6o 8d qo7 z&762xnb 81XX5 xm qo9 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

7579& bxa,07&62mnii9 IXX3 nzxp qo7 

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 
b9©7 905 9q qo2b q207 bx 4n2 57 9D5 

35 36 37^ 38 39 40 41 

4xn7&n qo7 02D5b xm qoa b7&n9Dqb qo7 

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 
82boxzb 9D5 Z9bqx&b xm qo3 mix63 qo9q 

49 50 51 5\ ^ 53 54 S5 5^ 
qoyo ©9^ 199 09n5b bn557ni3 xd dx 09a 

57 58 59 60 61 62 

roqln92qomnii9 905 C2b7i3 O937 60x267 

63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 
xm m2q 27&DxDb qx b7&;n7 za qpy hgticy^ 

71 72 73 74 7s 76 77 

02D2bq&9 xm qo3 6onSc6o 9D5 qx qoxb7 

78 
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78 79 80 81 82 .83 84 

cox bo9ii 87 X&592D75 qx 90^ oxi^- 

. 85 86 87 88 89 90 

snnD6q2xa ^zny qo^ 48^967 905 079070 la 

91 ^ 92 93 94 95 96 
87D7526q2xn qo9q 8xqo 8^ qo72& 121117 

97 98 99 100 10 1 102 103 

905 5x6q&2n7 qo7^ ©9? b7q mx&qo qoa 

104 105 106 107 108 109 
4ix&d 9 05 bjq mx&C9&5 qo7 b9in9q2Xa 

no III 112. 

xm 911 07a. 



N 



I begin 
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I be^ with ^ving my Reader an exadt 
Numerical Table, of the feveral difiereot Cy* 
sbers, as they ftand in order in the above Wri&> 
ng, viz. 

^: iiiiuiuiiuiiuuiiiiiiiuimniiiii 39. 

1. iniiiuiiuimmm 22. 
o. uiiimii 10. 

2. mmimuumimimmi 29. 

4. mim 7. 

o. imiiinuiiiummmumimmuiitn 44. 
q. iiiiiiiiiiiinmuniimmmimiiiniiiu 46. 
9. iiniuiimimiiuiuii 25. 
X. mimiiimuiuimumimiiiniim 41. 

5. luiuiimiiimimiii 24. 
n. iimiiiiiumimuiu 24. 

6. imiiiiimuimmimmi 29. 

7. immmimiiiiiiiuimmmuiumm 44. 

a. iimmmmimmmimmiii 34. 
m. iiimum 1 1 . 

c. nil 4. 

b. imimimiiimimmii 27. 
z. mil 5. 

6. imimmuu 15. 

8. luiim 8. 

3. 11 2. 

[n Writings that confift of a Hundred words or 
ipwards, the Letter e is almoft always the high- 
5ft upon the Numerical Table; fo that the fefeft 

R way 
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way is to try three or four of the highi|ft of tKem 
thus. Though I find the Cypher o up at number 
forty-four, yet it cannot poffibly ftand for the 
Letter ^, bccaufe there is not one three-lettered 
Word in the Writing, whodfe laft Cypher is o, 
whereas the word the mull be found more than 
once, or even twice, in all Writings of this length. 
Cypher q is highefl of all upon the Numerical 
Table, viz. at Number forty-fix, but cannot 
well prove the Letter e, becaufe there are no 
more than four thre&-lettered Words in the whole 
Writing that end with it, whereas the Cypher 7 
is almofl equal to it in Table number, as well as 
found at the end of fix three-lettered Words. 
This being thoroughly confidered, I guefs the 
Cypher 7 to ftand for the Letter e, and of courfe 
that the fixteenth cyphered Word qo7 Hands for 
the word tbe : But to make ftill Luther proof, I 
look out for a four-cyphered word which will fo 
fax anfwer it as to ftand for the word that i and 
in this fearch I meet with the forty-eighth cypher- 
ed Word qogq, concluding it to mean the afc^re- 
faid Word that. Now to demonftrate both the 
cyphered Words qo7 and qopq to ftand for the 
words the and thaty I find the forty-ninth cypher- 
ed Word thus qo79, fuppofing it to be the Word 
tbey'y and which I am confirmed in, becaufe the 
tenth cyphered Word qo^ is no lefs than feven 
times in the Writing : And it is alfo faU as cer-. 

tain. 
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tain, that Ihough the Cypher follows the Let* 
ters / and b at thofe feven times, yet it cannot 
poffibly prove the Letter ^, bccaufe in the Nu- 
merical Table it rifes no higher than to twenty- 
four : And fince it Is not an e^ it muft be the 
Letter y of courfc, which makes me fuipedl it to 
be taken out of Scripture or fome Prayer-Book ; 
and indeed whenever I find out two Letters in a 
three-cyphered Word, I vo'y carefully run over the 
whole Alphabet to difcover the third unknown 
Cypher, and infpedt the Numerical Table. And 
now the feventy-feventh cyphered Word qox67. 
muft confequentlyftand for the Word /i'^, becaufe 
the afore-difcovcred Words, viz. the^ that^ tbey^ do 
exactly tally with it. The fifty-fourth'^and fifty* 
fifth cyphered Words xn nx mufl fignify on and 
no J becaufe they confift of the fame two Cyphers 
differently placed: But the moft frequent way to 
difcover the Letter 0^ is by looking out for a two- 
cyphered Word that begins with a /, becaufe the 
other Cypher mufl be 0. As the Word and is fo^ 
very often in all Writings, it is eafily met with 
thus, viz.xkit twenty-eighth cyphered Word pn-f 
will neceflarily mean the Word and^ becaufe it 
is feveti times found in the Writing, and alfb 
becaufe the two firfl Cyphers of it agree with 
the afore-difcovered Words, viz. the^ that^ they^ 
thofe ^ on^ no. Remarkable Cyphered Words are the 
feyenty-ninth and the hun^edth and fifth, mz^ 
bo9ii and 911, which plainly fhow themfelves 
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to be the Words Jhall and ^//, efpedally if we 
compare the s and the b in them, with thofe of 
the afore-difcovered Words. N. B. That as fbcni 
as I can difcover the Word tbe^ I immediately 
write it down upon a fair Paper^ fetting down 
after it the other decyphered Words, as faft as 
I can find them out, on purpofe to view them 
all at once in the following manner, viz. 

qo7, qo9q, qo73, qoxb/, xD, Dx, 9D5, bogi i, 
tbe^ tbat^ tbey^ tbofe^ on, no^ and^ sball^ 

9ii< 
all. 

I very rarely get above five Letters to begin 
^ith, but having now beyond expectation gained 
ten, viz. /, b^ e^ a^ «, d^ (?, y^ x, /, I place them 
Under their feveral Cyphers, juft as they come 
to hand, in the following Plan, viz. 

I 23 456 

9i©24oq9 4x5 xn& 079n7ni3 m9qo7& cox 
al bty bea enty atbe bo 

7 8 9 10 II 12 13 

C9bq zn&6o9b75 qx qoa b7im 90 nn2n7&b9i 
bast based to tby sel an n e sal 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

69n&6o 8d qo7 26c762xnb 81XX5 xm qo^ 
b b y tbe e s lood thy 

til 22 23 24 25 26 

579& bxd ©7&62mnii9 1XX3 nzxD qo7 
dea ion c lly Uo On the 

27 



LETTER X. a6i 

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 

hgOy 9D5 9q qo2b qzQy bx ^nz^y 905 
iia: ^ j;r^ at tb s t e so de and 

35 36 37 38 39 40 

4xn7&n qo7 02a5b xm qo3 b7&n9nqb 

e n the nds thy se ants 

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 
qo7 82boxzb 9D5 Z9bqx&b xm qoa 1111x63 
/A^ jA^ s and asto s thy lo 

48 49 50 51 52 53 54 

qo9q qo73 ©99 193 09n5b hni^^yni^ xQ 
that they ay lay bands s ddenly on 

55 56 Sy 58 59 60 61 

ox ©90 8nqm92qomni 19905 C2b7ia ©937 
no an t a tb lly and sely . a e 

62 63 64 65 66 67 68 

60x267 xm m2q Z7&bxDb qx b7&n7 20 
ho e of it e sons to se t n 

69 70 71 72 73 74 

qo7 b96&75 02D2bq&3 xm qoo 6on&6o 
the sa ed n st y thy b h 

75 76 77 78 79 80 81 

9D5 qx qoxb7 C0260 bo9ii 87 X&592D75 
and to tbo/e h b sh^ll e da ned 

82 83 84* 85 86 87 88 

qx 903 0X13 mna6q2xa 42n7 qos 485967 
1 any holy n t on e thy a e 

89 90 91 92 93 

9D5 07907019 87D7526q2xa qogiq qo7a 
find bea fnly ened t on that they 

^3 -94 
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94 95 96 97 98 99 ipo 
093 8xqo 83 qo72& 121117 9D5 5x6q&2D7 
ay oth y the I ana 4o t ne 

loi 102 J03 104 105 106 107 
l>7q mx^qo qo3 4ix&a 9D5 b7q mx&:c9&5 
set tb thy lo y and set a d 

108 109 1 10 III 112 
.qo7 b9in9q2xD xm 94^1 070. 
the sal at on all en. 

I now proceed to compare the Cypher n in the 
third, eighth, thirteenth, fourteenth, feventeenth, 
twenty-third, twenty-fifth, thirty-third, thirty- 
fifth, fortieth, fifty-eighth, iixty-fevcnth, feventy- 
fourth, eighty-fifth, eighty-fixth, ninetieth, one 
hundred and ninth Words ; and as I find it ftands 
for the Letter «, I immediately fet the Letter u 
4iredly under the Cypher n throughout the whole 
Writing. I next compare the Cypher 2 in the thirr 
teenth, feventeenth, twenty-third, thirtieth, thirty- 
firft,thirt3>third,thirty-feventh,forty-fecond,fiftyr 
eighth, fixtieth, fixty-fecond, fixty-fourth, feven- 
ty-firft, eighty-firft, eighty-fifth, eighty-fixth, 
tiinety-firft, nijiety-feventh, hundredth, ninety- 
eighth, a hundred and ninth Words; And as I 
find it ilands for the Letter /, I immediately fet 
the Letter / under the Cypher 2 throughout the 
whole Writing. I next compare the Cypher & in 
the fifth, eighth, fourteenth, feventeenth, twenty-?: 
firft, twenty-third, ^hirtyrfifth, fortieth, forty-r 
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fourth, fixty-feventh, feventieth, fevcnty-firft, fe- 
venty-fourth, eighty-firft, eighty-eighth, ninety- 
feventh, hundredth, hundred and fecond, hundred 
and fourth, hundred and feventh Words ; And as 
I find it ftands for the Letter r, I immediately (et 
the Letter r under the Cypher & throughout the 
whole Writing. I next compare the Cypher m 
in the nineteenth, thirty-eighth, forty-fifth, fifty- 
eighth, fixty. third, fixty-fourth/ feventy-fecond, 
eighty-fifth, ninety-eighth, a hundred and fecond, 
a hundred and feventh, a hundred and tenth 
Words 3 and as I find it ftands for the Letter y^ 
I immediately fet the Letter /"under the Cypher 
& throughout the whole Writing. I next com- 
pare the Cypher 6 in the eighth, fourteenth, fe- 
venteenth, twenty-third, forty-feventh, fixty-fe- 
cond, feventieth, feventy - fourth, eighty- fifth, 
eighty. eighth, ninety-firft, a hundredth Words ; 
and as I find it ftands for the Letter r, I imme- 
diately fet the Letter c under the Cy|Jier 6 
throughout the whole Writing. I next compare 
the Cypher in the twenty-third, twenty- fe- 
venth, thirty-firft, thirty-feventh, fiftieth, fifty- 
fixth, fixty-firft, feventy-firft, ninety - fourth, a 
hundred and twelfth Words j And as I find k 
ftands for the Letter m, I immediately fet the 
Letter m under the Cypher throughout , the 
whole Writing, which fliows itfelf thus in our 

fecond Plan, 

R4 91 
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1234 56 

9i024oq3 4x5 xn& 07907013 pi 9qo7& cox 
filml bty od eur heavenly father bo 

78 9 10 II 12 

P9bq zn&6o9b75 qx jjpa b7in\ 9D 
hast ur chased to thy self ..an 

pD2n7&b9i 6on&6o 8^ qo7 2&762>^b 
universal "^urch y the recious 

18 19 20 21 22 93 

81XX5 xm qo3 579& bxD ©7&62ninii3 
hod of thy dear son mercifully 

24 25 26 27 ^8 29 30 31 
IXX3 nzxp qo7 b907 9D5 9(1 qo2b q207 
ho u on the same and at this time 

32 33 34 35 36 37 3^ 
bx 4ri 2 57 9D5 4xn7&n qo7 G2D5b xm 

so uide and overn the minds of 

39 40 41 4.2 43 44 

qoQ 1)7&n9nqb qo7 82box2b 9P5 Z9bqx&b 

thy servants the isho s and astors 

45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 
xm qo3 1111x63 qo9q qo73 ©99 199 09n5b 
of thy floe thai they may lay hands 

m 

53 54 55 56 57 5^ 

bn557ni9 xn nx 09a 8nq m92qomnii3i 

suddenly on no man ui faithfully 

59 60 61 62 63 64 

9D5 c2b7iD ©937 60x267 xm m2q 
fnd isely ma e choice of fit 



LETTER X. 265 

65 66 67 68 69 70 

z7&bxDb q^ b7&n7 - 2D 407 b96&75 
ersons to serve in the sacred 

71 72 73 74 js 76 77 

02a2bq&d xm qoa 6on&6o 9D5 qx qoxb7 
ministry of thy church and to those 

78 79 '80 81 82 83 84 

C0260 bo9ii 87 xiSc592n75 qx gQ^ oxip 

hicb shall e ordained' to any holy 

85 86 87 88 89 90 

mnD6q2xn 42117 qos 462967 905 o79n7Di;> 
function ive thy race and heavenly 

91 92 93 94 95 9$ 

87n7526q2xD qP9q qo73 ©93 8xqo 8d 
enediction that they may oth y 

97 98 99 100 loi J02 

qo72& 121117 905 5x6q$C2n7 b7q mx&qp 
their life and doctrine set forth 

1Q3 104 105 106 107 108 

qp3 4IX&3 905 b7q nix&C9&5 qo7 
thy lory and set forward th0 

109 up III 112 
b9in9q2xD xm 911 ©70. 
salvation of all men. 

I now proceed to compare the Cypher 4 in the 
thirty-third, thirty- fifth, eighty - fixth, eighty- 
eighth, a hundred and fourth Words 5 and as I 
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the Letter g under the Cypher 4, through- 
cut the whole Writing. I next compare the 
Cypher 8 in the fifteenth, eighteenth, forty-fe- 
cond, fifty - feventh, ninety -firft, ninety -fifth, 
ninety - fixth Words ; and as I find it ftands for 
the Letter by I immediately fet the Letter 
b' under the Cypher 8, throughout the whole 
Writing. I next compare the Cypher 3 in 
the twenty- fourth, forty - feventh, fixty-firft 
Words J and as I find it ftands for the Letter k^ 
I immediately fet the Letter k under the Cypher 
3 throughout the whole Writing. I next com-^ 
pare the Cypher z in the eighth, feventeenth, 
twenty-fifth, forty-fecond, forty-fourth Words^ 
and as I find it ftands for the Letter p, I imme- 
diately fet the Letter p under the Cypher z 
throughout the whole Writing. I next compare 
the Cypher c in the fixth, fixtieth, a hundred 
and feventh Words 3 and as I find it ftands for the 
Letter w^ I immediately (tt the Letter w under 
the Cypher c throughout the whole Writing, 
which being now completely Decyphered fliows 
itfelf thus, viz. 

9i024oq3 4x5 xn& o79n7Dio m9qo7& cox 
almighty god our heavenly fatbe r who 

09bq zn&6o9b75 qx qos b7im 9D 
hast purchased to thy se If an 

n02n7&- 
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nnany&bpi 6on&6o 8^ cpy 2&762xnb 
universal church by the preciou$ 

81XX5 xm qo3 579& bxD ©7&62mnii3 
blood of thy dear son mer cifully 

IXX3 nzxD qo7 b907 905 9q qo2b q207 
look upon the same and at this time 

bx 4n257 905 4xn7&D qo7 ©2D5b xm 
so guide and govern the minds of 

qo3 b7&n9nqb qo7 82boxzb 9D5 Z9bqx&b 
thy servants the bishops and pastors 

xm qo3 mix63 qo9q qo73 ©93 193 09D5b 
of thy flock that they may lay hands 

bn557Di3 xD Dx ©90 8nq m92qomniid 
suddenly on no man but faithfully 

9D5 C2b7i3 ©937 60x267 xm m2q 
and wisely make choice of fit 

27&bxDb qx b7&n5r 2D qo7 b96&75 
persons to serve^ in the sacred 

©2D2bq&3 xm qo3 6on&6o 905 qx qoxb7 
ministry of thy church and to those 

C0260 bo9ii 87 x&592n75 qx 909 oxis 
which shall be ordained to any holy 

mna6q2xn 42117 qo3 462967 9D5 07907013 
function give thy grace and heavenly 

87n7526q2xD q09q 8xqo 83 qo72& I2m7 
benediction that both by their life 

9^5 5x6q&2D7 qo73 ©99 b7q mx&qo qo3 
and doctrine (hey may set forth thy 

* 
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4ixSc3 9D5 b7q inx&C9&5 qpy b9in9q2xn 
glory and set forward the salvation 

xm 911 ©70. 
of all men. 

Now follows the Alphabet, viz. 

9>8,6,5,7,m,4,o,2,3,i,0,D,x,z,&,b,q,ii, c, s, 
^,K cA ^i/i g^ ^>^^> ^i^^«> o,p,r,5, t, u,w,yy 

N. B. That I quite overlooked the feventy- 
fourth, which is a remarkable Word, and as 
/iich fet down in Paragraph the fecx)nd, viz. 

6on&6o 
church 

There is no occafion for above one finglc Plan in 
Decyphcring, fo that the reafon why I made ufe 
of three Plans here was, to have my fentiments 
appear in the cleareft light to common under- 
ftandings: Neither was there any other reafon 
for thus numbering up the hundred and twelve 
Words, and fetting their numbers juft above each 
Word. But indeed, I do not go thorough with 
all this Scheme, when I am about to Decypher 
pn eafy Writing ; for I then omit the firft part, 
and begin with comparing Cyphered Words, 
^hich I have fufficient caufe to fufpedt mufl: 
ftand for the Words, on^ no^ to^ at^ it^ did^ tbe^ 

that'^ 
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that 3 and fo I continue doing till the whole 
Writing is compleatly Decyphered. 

Fakoner^ (whofe Trcatife I have not fcen thcfc 
eleven years) fays, That all the Cyphers of a 
Cyphered Writing may be clofe fet together, and 
fo make but one lingle Word ; by which means 
the foregoing Rules that I have laid down, will 
in a great meafure be defeated : And in this cafe 
he only advifes his Readers, to make fiippofi- 
tions ftand for real Words. But as his meaning 
perhaps may not very eafily be underftood, I am 
fo free with your PatiencCj as to give my 
thoughts upon the matter. Here truly, the De- 
cypherer ought to have two hundred Words to 
examine into, becaufe the more Words there are, 
the greater variety of ways they neceilarily afford 
of finding out what the feveral Cyphers fland 
for. 

The Writing now to be Decyphered, is as 
follows, viz. 

X9 1 ©240494x53 2 D4xm9 1 1 3 2 n4b9n 54xn7&a 
xn&xmp I iqo2D4bcoxb7Zxc7&Dx6&79qn&72 
b98i7qx&7b2bqqxcox02q87ixn47qo2nbqi9q 
xznn2bob2nn7&b9a5qx8707&62mniqxqo7 
Oqo9qq&ni3&7Z7aqb9n79D557i2n7&nbc7on 

o8i387b776oqo77m&xoqo709D5bxmxn&7Dr 
7©27b989q7qQ72&z&2579bbc947qo72&09i 

267 
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2679D56xninxnD5qo72&57n267bqo9qc7872 
D49&075C2qoqo357m7D6709987z&7b7&n75 
7n7&0x&7m&x©9i iz7&2ibqx4ix&2maqo77 
cox9&qqo7XDi942n7&xm9iin26qx£c3qo&xn4 
oq07O7&:2qbxmqo9xD isb xD27bnb6o&2b qxn 
&ix&5907a. 

I b^in with giving an tsaSt Numerical Ta- 
ble of the ieveral different Cyphers in the £une 
order in which I find them in the above Writbg^ 
viz. 

X. umiiimuiiiiiimmuiiim 33. 

0. umiimiiiimuiiiim 26. 

1. imiiiuiiiumum 22. 
o.imiimmii3. 

2. ummmmuiimimm 28. 

4. umimuii. 

o. iiiiiiiiimimiiiiu 22. 
q. umiiiiimmimmumimu 34. 

3. lumiiu 10. 

5. mmmmi 13. 

3. u 2. 

D. immimmiuuiiu 23. 

m. 1111 4. 

b. iimmiuiumuiiiu 24. 

n. iimumimim 18. 

7. imuummiiiuimmiiimiiiimiiiiuuiuiuiii 56. 

6. uiiimmiuiuimmimiiiiiu 33. 

6. 
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c. mm 6. 
z. mm 6. 
6. iimmi 9. 
8. \m\\j. 

Now as I find the Cypher 7 by far the higheft 
in this Nunnierical Table, I peremptorily affirm it 
to ftand for the Letter e. The Cypher q being 
next in number, I judge it to ftand for the Let- 
ter /. And the Cypher o being at number twenty- 
two, I fufpedt it to ftand for the Letter b. But 
But to prove them all, I look out for two fup- 
pofitious Words, which will ftand for the Words 
the and that ; and I find them in thefe Cyphers, 
viz. qo7 and qopq : befides, I obferve that the 
two Cyphers q and o are joined together, no 
lefs than fourteen times in thefe few Lines : and 
to confirm the whole, I alio meet with the Cy- 
phered Word qo77 which muft of courfe ftand 
for the Word thee. Having difcovered thefe 
four Letters, /, h, e, a^ I fet them down under 
their feveral Cyphers thus in my firft Plan. 

X9i©240q34x532n4xm9ii32n4b9n54xn7&n 
a ht a a e 

xn&xm9iiqo2n4bcoxb7^xc7&nx6&79qn&72 
a th b e e - eat e 

b98i7qx&7b2bqpxCQx©2q87ixD47qo2nbqi3q 
a et . e tt e eth t t 
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xznD2bob2DD7&b9n5qx8707&62mniqxqo7 
b eat e t the 

Gqo9qq&ni3&7Z7nqb9n79n557i2n7&nbc7o 
thatt e e t ea e e eb 

noS I387b77 6oqo77m&x©qo709D5bxmxn&7 
e ee hthee theha e 

□7©27b989q7qo72&z&2 57 9bbc947 qo72&0 
e e a ate the ea a e the 

9i2679n56xnmxnD5qo72&57n267bqa9qc78 
a ea the e e that e 

72D49&075C2qoqo957m7n67©93872&7b7&n 
e a e thth e e e a e e e 

757n7&Ox&7m&x09iiz7&2ibqx4ix&2mDqo 
e e e e a e t tb 

77Cox9&qqo7xDi342n7&xm9iin26qx&9qo& 
ee b a tthe t tb 

xn4oqo7©7&2qbxmqo2D7xDi3bx027bnb6o& 
htbe' e t tb e e b 

2bqxn& I x&59©7n. 
, / a 



The next Letter I aim at is o^ which is eafily 
difcovered, the Cypher x coming no lefs than fe- 
ven times immediately after the Cjrpher q, and 
appearing fo high befides upon the Numerical 
Table. I am pretty certain, that the Cypher i 
ihnds for the Letter /, becaufe it is doubled three 
times immediately after the Cypher 9, which 

ftands 
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ftands for the Letter a. As the Cyphers 2 and & 
follow the Cyphers qo/ no lefs than three feveral 
times, I judge them to be the Letters / and r, ib 
that the Cyphered Word 407 2 & muft neceflarily 
ftand for the Word their. The Cypher o ftands for 
the Letter^, becaufe it follows the Cyphersqo twice, 
and is upon the Numerical Table no higher than 
thirteen. And the Cypher muft of courfe then 
ftand for the Letter m^ becaufe it is placed be-> 
tween the already difcovered Words the and that 
which now no other Letter can do. And hav- 
ing thus found out fix more Letters, wz. 0^ /, 1, 
r, w, jy I fet them down underneath their feveral 
Cyphers, as follows in my fecond Plan. 

x9i024oq34X532D4xm9ii32D4b9D54xn7&a 
oalmi bty i all i a er 

xn&xm9iiqo2n4bcoxb7Zxc7&Dx6&79qn&72 
ro allthi ho e er reat ret 

b98i7qx&7b2bqqxcox02q87ixD47qo2nbqi9q 
a letore i tto bomit elo ethi tlyt 

xzna2bob2aD7&b9D5qx8707&62mniqxqo7 
i b i era to erne r i It the 

Gqo9qq&nio&7Z7aqb9n79a557i2n7&nbc7o 
mthattr lyre e t a ea e liver eb 

n08 i387b77 6oqo77m&x©qo709D5bxmxn&7 
m ly e ee hfbee romtheba re 

S D76 
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tiyOzyhgZgqy cpj26cz6c2 sy 9bbc947 c}672&a 
emi^aatetbe r riea a e the rm 

912679056x0001x1105 q©7?&57n267bq69qc78 
a i ea their i i e that e 

72D49&©75C2qoq6a57m7Cl67©9a^7z&7b7&ni 
ei arme iththy t e emay e r e er 

757n7&Ox&7in&x09i iZ7&2ibqx4ix&2mdqo 
e ermore romall eril to lori ytb 

77Cox9&qqo7xD 19420710x11191 in26qxSc9qo& 
de hoa ttheo ly i ero all i t thr 

xn4oqo7©7&2qbxmqo2n7xni3bxHD^7()nb6o& 
htbe er t th eo ly in br 

2bqxn& 1 x&59©7D. 
i ta r lor ame . 

I proceed now to com{tare tfee kft Word of 

all, n)iz. 9®^°' with the Word ""^J^ in the mid- 
* ame , ly 

die of the laft line, and confequently find that th^ 
Cypher D flands for the Letter n in both* I look 
intomy Table of remarkable Words, and find that 
the Word there evermore ^ tallys with the cypher- 
ed Word l^l^^""^!^ But indeed the Worcf 
e ermore^ 

fliQWS itfclf, fo that the Cypher n mull ftand for 
the Letter u. The cyphered Word ® ^ J ^.67 ^^^ 

that the Cypher 6 ftands for the Letter c. The 
Cypher c in line the third, at the cyphered Word 

coxQt 
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?^® fiiows itfelf to ftand for the Letter «>, (b 

horn * 

that I have gained four Letters morei viz. if, 
u^ Ci Wy which I add to the others, placing them 
under their Cyphers in my third Plan. 

X9i024oq34X532a4xni9ti32n4b9d^4>cn7&a 
oalmi hty in all in 4n overn 

' r t 

xn&xm9iiqo2n4bcoxb7Zxc7&Dx6&79qn&72 
ouro atlthin who e owernocr eaturei 

b98i7qx&:7b2bqqxcox©2q87ixD47qo2hbqioq 
a letore i ttowbomit el on ethiu tlyf 

xznn2bob2nD7&b9n5qx8 7075c62n>n iqxqo;^ 
uni h inner an to emerci ultotbe 

Oqo9qq&nia&;7Z7nqb9n79D557ij£n7&nbc7on 
mthattrulyre ent avean eliveru webu 

o8i387b776oqo77m&x0qQ7O9O5bxmxn6e7O 
m ly e eecbtbee r omtbeban our en 

7©27b989q7qo72&z&2579bbc947qo72&09i 
emie a atetbeir ri ea wa e tbeirmat 

2679C]56xDmxnD5qo72&57n267bqo9qc7872 
icean con oun their evice thatwe ei 

a49&075caqoqoo'57m7a67i&9o872&7b7&n75 
n arme witbthy e encemay e re ervi 

7n7&Ox&j?iii&x09n5R7&2ihqx4ix&2m3qo77 
evermore romdll eril to lori ytbei 

cox9&qqo7xDt342n7&xm9nn26qx&3qo&xn4i 
vhoarttbeonly ivero allvictorythrou 

a cqo 
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Oqo707&2qbxmqo2n7xni3bxn27bnb6o&2bq 
htbemerit tbineonly onie u cbri t 

xn&ix&59©7D. 
ourlor amen. 

By comparing the Word ^ / .^ ^ with the 

Word 4>^'^7&D><n& J gj^j jj^^^ ji^^ (.1 

overnour ^^ ^ 

Hands for the Letter g. The Cypher 8 proves it- 

felf the Letter b in the Word ^7;^°47qo r^j^^ 

e lo ngetb 

C3rpher b mufl ftand for the Letter s in the Word 

7D7©27b ^j^^ ^ .^ . j^j jj^^ Letter / in 
enemte r j j 

the Word ®7&62rani ^j^^ ^ , ^ ^ ^^^^ 
tnerct ul •'* 

itfelf the Letter/ in the Word ^7^^. J. The Cy- 
pher c muft be the Letter d in the Word 9°5' 
^ '^ an 

And the Cypher 3 is beyond doubt the Letter 

k in the Words 32°4 39^4^ I now place the 

tng tngs ^ 

Letters^, ^, s^f^p^ d^ k^ under their feveral Cyphers 
as I did before^ and of courfe the whole Writ- 
ing is plainly Decyphered by me in the following 
eafy manner. 



xpr 
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x9i©24oq34X532n4xm9ii32n4b9n54xn7&a 

oalmigbtygodkingofallkingsanagover n 

xn&xm9iiqo2n4bcoxb7zxc7&nx6&79qn&72 
ourofalltbingswhosepowernoc reatur ei 

b98i7qx&7b2bqqxcox©2q87ixD47qo2nbqiDq 
sab let or esisttowbomitbelongetbiustlyt 

x'7nn2bbb2nD7&b9D5qx8707&62mniqxqo7 
op uni sh sinner sandtob enter cifultotbt 

Oqo9qq& n is &7Z7nqb9n79n 557 1 2n7&nbc7o 
mtbattr uly r ep en tsaveandde liver usweb 

n08i387b776oqo77m&x0qo7O9n5bxmxn&7 
umblybesee cbtbeefr omtbebandsofour e 

□7027b989q7 qo72&z&257 9bbc947 qo72&0 
nemie saba tetbeirpr ideas swage tbeirm 

9i2679D56xDmxnn5 qo72&57n267bqo9qc78 
ali c eandconf ound tbeir device stbatweb 

72D49&075C2qoqo357m7D6709387Z&7b7&n 
e ingarmedwitbthydefe ncemaybepreserv 

757n7&0x&7m&x©9iiZ7&2ibqx4ix&2m9qo 
edevermorefr omallperilstoglor ifytb 

77cox9&qqo7xni342n7&xin9iin26qx&3qo& 
eewhoarttbeonlygiver of allvictorytbr 

xn4oqo707&2qbxmqo2 07x0 1 3bxD27bnb6o& 
ougbtbemerit softbineonlysoniesuscbr 

2bqxn& I x&5907n. 
i stourlo rdamen . 



S3 



As 



ayS LETTER X. 

At I iaid before, one Plan is fufHcient for Dei 
cyphering by i and the reafon why I make ufe 
of fo many liere is, to let my fentiments appeair 
* in the cleared light I could to common under^ 
(landings. To conclude this long Article : I 
i^equjcntly get coafiderable help by comparing a 
cyphered Word with one of the remarkable 
"VV^ords, mentioned and fet dqwn in Paragraph 
the iecond : And indeed there are many more 
Obiervatipns which I could eafily give i but I 
think it needlefs, becaufe they muft naturally oc- 
air to the Thought? qf a pecypherer. 

3. I obfcrved, laft night in a News- Paper, 
the following remarkable Paragraph, viz. " We 
have at Touloft, in France^ lately difcovercd the 
fecret of making the Greek Fire, which is not 
cxtingui(hed by Water ; and an experiment 
has very lately been made of it. In order to 
underfland this rightly, our Reader muft take 
notice, That this kind of Wild-fire was in- 
vented by one Caltinicus^ a Greeks Anno Do- 
mini 680. It was compofed of Charcoal, Salt, 
Aqua-Vitse, Sulphur, Pitch, CamjAirc, Gfc. 
boiled together, and rolled up in Balls : With 
this combuftible matter, the Emperw Con^ 
^ Jiantius PogOTiatus^ i. e. with the great Beuri^ 
' burnt a large Fleet of the Saracens ^ which 
had blocked him up in the City of Conjianti^ 
\ nople s 
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'* nopk\ as is related fuBy by the Hiftoriart Zo- 
naras. Now I imagine, that this Preparation, 
or fbme fuch kind of Fhofphorus, muft be the 
fecret means oi carrying on and fupporting the 
Ceremony, kept up by the Greeks and Arme-^ 
ntans^ upon a full perfuaiion, That every 
Eajter-Eve^ there is a miraculous Flame de- 
fcends from Heaven, into the Holy Sepulchre 
'^ at yerufalem^ and kindles all the Lamps and 
^* Candles there, as the Sacrifice was burnt at the 
'• Prayers of Elijah^ i Kings xvm. 38. viz. I'ben 
the Fire of the Lord fell ^ and conjumed the Burnt 
Sacrifice^ and the Wood^ and the Stones^ and the 
Dujiy and licked up the Water that was in the 
" "Trench."* Our Countryman, Henry Maundrell^ 
who was an Eye-witncfs of this artful Cheat, de- 
fcribes the whole thus, at page 95, of his Tra- 
vels, from jlleppo to Jerufalem. 

4, ^* Coming to the Church of the Holy Se^ 
pulchre^ at "Jerufalem^ we found it crowded 
with a numerous and diftra(fted Mob, making 
<* a ludeous Ckniour, very unfit for that lacfed 
Place, and better becoming Bacdianals than 
Chriftians. Getting with forhe ftmggle thro* 
^ this Crowd, we went up into the Gallery on 
^* that fide of the Church next to the Latin Gon- 
** vent, from whence we could diicern, all that 
" pffed in this Religious Pr«izy. 

«4 5^ 
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5. " They began their Diforders, by running 
** round the Holy Sepulchre, with all their might 
" ,and fwiftnefs, crying out as they went, Huidy 

which fignifies, T'bis is he^ or This is it\ 
An expreflion, by which they affert the 
Verity of the Chrijiian Religion. After they 
had by thefe vertiginous Circulations and 
** Clamours^ turned their Heads and intkmed 
" their Madnefe, they began to adt the moft 
Antick Tricks and Poftures, in a thouiaad 
Shapes of Diftradion. Sometimes they drag- 
ged one another along the Floof, all round 
the Sepulchre -, fometimes they fet one Man 
upright upon anothers Shoulders, and in this 
pofture marched round -, fometimes they took 
Men with their Heels upward, and hurried 
** them about in fuch an indecent manner, as to 
expofe their Nudities ; fometimes they tumbled 
round the Sepulchre, after the manner of 
Tumblers on the Stage. In a word, nothing 
can be imagined more rude or extravagant, 
than what was adted upon this occafion, 

6. " In this tumultuous frantick Humour, 
they continued from Twelve till four of the 
Clock : The reafon of which delay was, be- 
caufe of a Suit that was then in debate, be- 
fore the Cadi, between the Greeks and jir^ 
menians ; the fqrmer endeavouring tp ex- 
clude the latter, from having any fhare in this 
Miracle. Both Parties having expended (as J 
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was informed) five thouiand Dollars, between 
them, in this foolifh Controverfy, the Cadi at 
laft gave Sentence; That they fhbuld enter 
the Holy Sepulchre together, as had been ufual 

•* at former times. Sentence being thus given, at 
Four of the Clock, both Nations went on with 
their Ceremony. The Greeks firft fet out, in 
a Proceffion round the Holy Sepulchre, and 
immediately at their heels followed the Arme^ 
niam. In this order they compared the Holy 
Sepulchre thrice, having produced all their 
Gallantry of Standards, Streamers, Crucifixes, 

•* and embroidered Habits upon this occafion, 

7. " Toward the end of this Proceffion, there 
was a Pigeon came fluttering into the Cu-» 
pola, over the Sepulchre; at fight of which, 
there was a greater Shout and Clamour than 
before. This Bird, the Latins told us, was 
purpofcly let ily by the Greeks^ to deceive 
the People into an opinion, that it was a vi-^ 
fible Defcent of the Holy Ghofl. 

8. " The Proceffion being over, the Suffragan 
of the Greek Patriarch, (he being himfelf at 
Conjiantinople) and the principal Armenian Bi- 
fhop, approached to the Door of the Sepulchre, 
and cutting the String with which it is &flen- 
ed and fealed^ entered in, fhutting the Door 

^' after them ; all the Candles and Lamps hav- 
^^ ing been before extinguished^ in the prefence 

« of 
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" of the Turis and other Witncffcs. The Ex^ 
** clamations were doubled, as the Miracle drew 
^' nearer to it's accompU(hment ; and the People 
preiled with fuch Tehemence towards the Door 
of the Sepulcher, that it was not in the Power 
•* of the Turks, fct to guard it, with the fe- 
v?reft Drubs, to keep them off. The Qmfe 
of their prefiing in this manner, is the great 
defire they have to light their Candles at the 
** Holy Flame, as fbon as it is firft brought 
** out of the Sepulchre j it being cftccmed the 
?• moft facred and pure, as coming immediately 
" from Heaven • 

9. " The two Miracle-mongers, had not been 
above a minute in the Holy Sepulchre, when 
the Glimmering of the Holy Fire was feen, 
or imagined to appear, through fome Chinks 
of the Door ; and certainly Bedlam itfdf never 
faw fuch an unruly Tran^rt, as was pro- 
duced in the Mob at this fight. 

10. " Immediately after, out came the two 
Priefts with Uazmg Torches in their hands, 
which they held up at the Door of the Sepul- 
chre, while the People thronged about with 
inexprefllble ardour ; every one ftriving to ob- 
tain a part of the firft and pureft Fbme. The 
Turks in the mean time, with huge Chibs> 
laid them on without mercy; But all this 
could not repel them, the Excefs of dicir 

" Tranfport 
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^< Tranfport making tliem inienlible of Pain. 
Tbofe that got the Fire, a[^lied it imme- 
diately to their Beards, Faces, and Bofoms^ 
pretending that it would not bum like an earth*- 
ly Flame : But I plainly iaw, none of them 

« could endure this Experiment long enough to 

<^ make good that Pretenfion. 

11, *« So many Hands being employed, you 
may be fure, it could not be long before in* 
numerable Tapers were lighted. The whole 

^^ Church, Galleries, and every place feemed in- 
ftantly to be in a flame 3 and with this Illumi- 
nation the Ceremony ended. 

12. " It muft be owned, that thofe two with- 
in the Sepulchre, performed their part with 
great quicknefs and dexterity : But the Beha- 
viour of the Rabble w^hout, very much dif- 

^^ credited the Miracle. The Latins take a great 
deal of pains to expoie this Ceremony, as a 
moil (hameful Tmpofture, and a Scandal to the 
Cbrijiian Religion ; perhaps out of envy, that 
others (hould be mailers of ib gainful a Buiinels. 

^^ But the Greeks and Armeni<ms pin their Faith 
upon it, and make their Pilgrimages chiefly 
upon this Motive : And it is the deplorable 
UnhapjHneis of their Prieils, that having adted' 
the Cheat (o long already, they are now forced 
to iland to it, for fear of endangering the Apo- 
ibcy of ^eir Peofie. Going out of the Church, 
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•* after the Rout was over, wc £iw feveral Pco- 
(de gathered about the Stone of Undion, who 
having got a good ftore of Ouidles, lighted 
with the Holy Fire, were employed in dawb- 
ing pieces of Linnen with the Wicks of them 
and the melting Wax ; which pieces of Lin- 
nen were defigned for Winding Sheets : And 
it is the real opinion of thefe poor People, 
That if they can but have the happinefs to 
•* be buried in a Shroud fmutted with this Ce- 
** leflial Fire, it will certainly fecure them from 
" the Flames of HelK 

13. Now my opinion of this Ceremony is, 
That it is wicked; but notwithftanding, the Ijaiins 
ought firft of all to remove the large Beam out 
of their own Eye, before they prefume to difco- 
ver the finaller Mote in the Eye of the Greeks 
and Armenians^ i. e. as they have been frequently 
deteded in attempting to impofe Sham Miracles 
upon their Lay Brethren ; fo they ought not to 
find fault with the others for doing the iame once 
a year. I (hall mention but one particular in- 
(lance (out of great numbers that I could name) 
againft thefe dKTatisficd Latins. They audacioufly 
allert, That the Blood of St. Januarius^ (the Tu- - 
telar Saint of Naples) boiles up as often as it ap^- 
proaches the Shrine, wherein his Body is depofit^ 
ed J fo that here we behold the repetition .of a 
Miracle, whenever their crafty Priefthood can 

find 
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find their account in it. But Maximilian Mijfon^ 
obferves rightly enough on this occafion. That 
nothing is more eafy than to prepare a certain 
Compofition or Mixture of Drugs of any con- 
fidence and colour, that fhews fome Motion 
without Fire, by their fermenting together. An 
Acquaintance of mine, on his Travels, happened 
to be at Naples^ at the time of this Jugling Trick's 
being played ; and curiofity tempted him to be a 
Speftator. The Eledoral Prince oi Bavaria (now 
both Eledor and Emperor too, if not deprived 
of thofe Honours by the Queen oi Hungary and 
her Allies) was prefent, with feeming Devotion, 
and my Friend had the good fortune to be placed 
very near him. The Mixture of Drugs {alias^ 
Coagulated Blood) which is preferved in a tranf- 
parent Glafs Phial, was brought forth by a Priefl 
or Bifhop, and with great Solemnity either iet 
down upon the Shrine, or upon an Altar clofe by 
it. As it did not immediately liquify, the Jugling 
Prieft or Bifliop took it up in his Hands more 
than once, pretending highly to reverence the Re- 
lick, and holding it there for a fmall fpace of 
time, that is to fay, till the Warmth of his Hands 
could ferment and of courfe caufe a Motion in the 
Drags, alias Coagulated Blood. Nay, fuch is 
their Artifice, that fometimes the Priefl: affures 
the deluded Populace^ That the Coagulated Blood 

cannot 
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cannot liquify till the Hereticks are drove but of 
the Church ; and then all Ptoteftants muft imme- 
diately depart, and think themfelves welt off, if 
they £ire no worfe than receiving a few Blows 
and Knocks. In the mean while, the Prieft is 
trying with his warm Hands to ferment and 
cauie a Motion in the Cos^lated Blood, which 
is no foofier perceived, than viiible joy appears in 
all Countenances of the Cdngre^tion, juft as if 
it ierved for an unanfwerable proof of the Miracle. 
I was formerly intimate with an ingenuous as well 
as learned Romamjii who had alfo been an Eye* 
witneis of this Cerenx)ny, and indeed confefled 
that it was an Artifidal fort of Miracle, or Piece 
of pure Legerdemain in his opinicHi. There is a 
Tradition (iays M. Mtffbn^) That St. Jamarius^ 
and fix other CbriJiianSy were expofed for a Prey 
to Wild Beafls, but the Beafts adored, inftead of 
devouring them. Sometime after, thefe foven 
Champions had their Heads cut off, near Solfa^ 
tara^ in the Place where now a Church is 
built, and dedicated to St. Januarius. Thefe 
Words are written on the Altar : Locus Decoila^ 
titmis S. Januariiy Q? Sociorum ejus. 

14. I took a walk one day laft Week to a 
plea&nt Village called Goldingtm^ (about a Mife 
fix>m hence) on purpofe to fatitfy my curiofity, 
with the fight of a Polkrd Afh-trecy which rai^d 

not 
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ftot a little wondering among fome of our Neigh-^ 
bours. It was lopped four or five years ago, 
when the Farmer to whom it belongs gave very 
{urticular order to ipere that Angular part, which 
caufes fo many Wonderers to vifit it. The Body 
of it is pretty bulky, and perhaps fix yards in 
height. All the Loppings grow on the Head or 
Crown of k^ excepting thofe that are found 
(hooting out of two pretty large Knobbs, the 
highcft whereof is five feet or better below the 
Head or Crown, and the lower Knobb is ibme-* 
what above three feet diredly underneath it. Out 
cf the higheft Knobb ifiues a Bough fiill as thick 
as my Wrift, the top of which being cut off^ 
the remainder bows downwards in (hape of a 
Bow, till it reaches the lower Knobb, where en- 
tering a round hole it becomes joined with it^ 
and is now all of a fuece with it, as v^U as whli 
the higher Knobb. In ihort, this A(h-tree when 
it is newly lopped, reiembles in ibme meafure a 
Quart Pot, the bent Bou^, as deicribed, &rv« 
ing aptly enough for the Pot's Handle. The bent 
Bough has a fmaller Bough, of the thicknei& of 
my Thumb, growing out of the middle of it, 
flrait forward for four Inches in length; and then ^ 
it rifes directly upwards. I made what enquiry I 
could among the Parifhioners, but could get no 
inforppiation of the manner in which the Bough 

arriv- 
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arrived al i(s prefcnts State. However, tiiy (mti 
thoughts upon the manner are; That fbthe trafty 
Felbw did {M'ivately<^{firft of. aU) cut ofF a-good 
part of the Bought andthim (afbr borihg^ a hdle 
in the lower Knobb) beaded down the end-till it 
could i:each to enter that £ane hole in which it is 
now fofimaly fixed; or^ihaps the Fellow niet 
with a Hole ready made to his Hands^. hy the 
dying of &mc Bought and a little aflijQanoe; of the 
Bird called a Wood-pecker* . We have ai cheat of 
.much the fame fc^ in an Afh*ttree» growing ifl my 
pvvn P^i^ of St. Mary^^ but the Seam where ttic 
two Boughs meet, do:p.\ainly enough chalk out 
the contrivai>ce : In 0)prt^: ihey are both jdle and 
fcarce^^wgrth ^lotice^ , - . . ; . .^ ^./. 

1$* However, this puts me in mind^ That 
thirty years ago I rpdte from Qxfird^ /parpo(dy 

lio iee |i very n^ted, Tr^:^^P«"»Qoly^J^^ by 
fbe.iHrnfi vQ^ Galltnp-l'rtf^ oaaccQUnt of, ;tHe 
oddnefs of it's fhape in the lower parts. . Scvts^ 
Authors o^unqueftionable. credit ; take ^iHDtioCf of 
it, efpcGwJly ^hQfNifhlfon, upon jwhofev^iie 
tliority.J^^epended for its. being curioua; ;H9wp*, 
ever^ a§ I jjiay in juftice prefume, it i^.DOt \mr 
verfaliy heard of by ilpy .Readers, I orave 'litjifxtjt; 
to dejfcribe it as w;ell,as my parts and memofy,^ atj^ 
^his g^eat (Uflance of tipxe will admit o£ It ^nd^ 
(if yet ^livc) on a Common, or Wafte Qrooadi 09^ 

the 
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the left hand fide, and not &r from the Road, 
about four or five miles before one comes to 
Heading in Berkjhire^ being a pretty tali Beach^ 
tree, and (was then) thicker than a Man's Body. 
It confifts of two Stems that ari& out of the 
ground about three yards afunder diftant from 
eadi other, and that approach gradually nearer 
and nearer to each other, till they are about five 
yards in height, when they meet clofe together, 
and fi>, being thus united, make but one fingle 
Stalk of a confiderable length. Between three and 
lour foot beneath the part where they thus unite, 
there goes a piece of the live Tree, nearly re- 
fembiing a Wooden Bar, almofl ftrait acrofs from 
one Stem to the other ; and this is what gives it 
the name of Gallow-Tree. The People there- 
about could afUgn no account how it firfl came 
to grow in that fingular manner: But I am of 
opinion, that Art might very eafily be aflifting to 
Nature in the A£Fair. 

1 6. I yefterday (aw, at my Lord Trevor's Seat^ 
at Brombam^ a curiofity in Planting, which I had 
never before met with, tho' I believe it to be no 
new modem invention; viz. Mifletoe growmg 
upon the main Bodies of feveral White-Hiorn, 
and Apple -^Trees ; which was efiedtcd by the 
Gardiner, and in this eafy, and indeed natural 
manner/ In the middle of February laft, he rub- 

T bed 
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bed the proper places well over with Millctoc 
Berries, till the Seeds got to fome finall Cracks 
or Crevices in the Bark, and others of them ftuck 
very faft to even finooth places of the Bark, by 
affiftance of the vifcous matter, which grows 
plentifully all around them, under the white 
outiide fkin, and (Bird-lime like) will not quit 
them, before they have taken fuch good root, as 
to (hoot out there into frnall Bodies and Branches, 
Every one knows that the Mifletoe Bird, which 
is of the Thrufh kind, plants Mifletoe by carry- 
ing the Berries to Haw-Thorns, Oaks, Apple-^ 
trees, &c. 

1 7. 1 am credibly informed, that about twenty-* 
four years ago, as fbme Labourers were at work 
in a Gravel-pit at Goldington^ which was four- 
teen foot deep, they found an Elephant's Topth 
or Tufk, and fome time after fold it to a Gen- 
tleman oi Cambridge^ whofe Name is forgot here; 
Which reminds me. That at Hawnes^ my Lord 
Carteret's Seat, about four miles from hence, 
1 took particular notice of the upper parts of fe-?. 
veral large Faces, with monftrous great Horns 
upon them. They did beyond all queftion for-r 
merly , (perhaps many Centuries ago) belong to 
the Beafts, called in Sweden^ and other Northern 
Countries, an Elk, and were dug up out of a 
Morafsr or Bog in Ireland, Now I would wil-i 

lingly 
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lingly be informed, how thefe Horns came de- 
pofited there ; for I do not remember I ever 
heard, that Elks were Natives of Ireland. I may 
alfb in reafon afk, how and in what manner 
the Elephant's Tooth or Tufk could creep four- 
teen foot deep into the Gravel-pit at Goldington ? 
Though I dare not prefume myfelf to determine 
the Cafe, I am fenfible, that many Perfons in 
good reputation for judgment will infift. That 
they have lien buried ever (ince the Univerfal De- 
luge. Be it (b: I muft, notwithftanding, take 
liberty to relate the following PafTage, as it real- 
ly happened, viz. When I lived at Burgh ^ in the 
Mar/h, in Lincolnjhirey I went in company of 
fonie Neighbours to vifit a Friend about three 
miles off, upon the edge of the Fenns, and three 
miles diftant from the Sea-fide. We found him 
bufily employed in digging for a Well of Water, 
in order to fix a Pump. The Labourers having 
got to the depth of twenty-five foot, picked up 
there an old rufty Iron Head of an Arrow, which 
caufed immediately a fturdy queftion to arife a- 
mong US; namely. How and in what manner 
came it thither ? One of our compiany ventured 
to make a pretty bold fort of conjedhire, viz. 
That many hundreds of years ago, the place where 
we then dined might be all Sea, (the Land even 
at this day gaining ground in fome places and 

T 2 . lofeing 
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lofeing^ fls nuich in others upon thtt (^kfsS^fkid 
that a Roman Vcffcl of War fiuUng along.. ^>9in: 
it^ one^fthe Marinefs or Soldiers didby^lbme 
accidenti'drop it ovcr4x>ard; upon whicb-^tti^ 
Courfe funk to the bottom,, wheix it Uy. imfought 
for and tthmolefled, tiU: my Friend'5 lisbottre^ 
snet with iL But alas ! ^ an accident wbidC hup^ 
pened that very aftcmoony put an eniidt^ the 
Conjedfcrae, and Teemed to .pdint out the;nii«nner 
wherein it came thither*/ The Workmen^ io?^ 
ftead of digging down flopeways (as they §h»^ 
to have dmie,) dug diredly down in a p^fpt^pdi^ 
diculaf line, which confequently cauiedtfob ^yiih 
Sides to crack and calve in. This caJki^gDiwi^ 
&> very gradual and gentle, that they^vhac^^.a!) 
time enough to eicape out fafely ; t^ou^.-l^ 
Bucket wherein the Earth wa^ drawn ] i^ j(as 
well as part of the Rope tied to it) wa,s b^.4s4 *t 
the bottom. By this time my Friend w?» gr<*W^ 
weary of his projedt, and fo ordered th^ Hoie to 
be immediately filled up again. Now p&rhaps^ 
forty oc fifty years hence, when this dflSw: it cn-*^ 
tirely forgotten, another Owner of the Pl^ce may 
dig for a Well there; and when. the. Bucket 
and piece of Rope are difcovered, whd vkixwi 
but that they may be pronounced Rsmumj alid^i 
a rare curiofity fent, cither to Pn WbQtkpardit 
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CoUedion^ at Cambridge^ or elfe to ^Mufieum' 
AJhmoleanum dX Oxford^ . 

18. J ought (in my Firft Letter) to have ia* 
formed you, that the Chdler of roundifh Shells 
about as big as my fift^ is^hich are cemented and 
grown together, was picked up among the Rocks 
aqd Sind zt Black Rock Pointy xhzt is to (ayj 
about half way between the Pond and Charles^ 
^owni zt News. They are Barnacle Shells, and 
werQ'Waflied oflFfome Rock in the Sea, and thrown 
a(hoffe in a Storm or Hurricane : They ftick feft 
to Ships bottoms too, when they grow foul^ 
which f htey foon do in jfiiltry Latitudes. A Bar- 
lTia[de?ils""n6 othet than a Sea Worm; and now 
ptayi Whst became of Ithefe Black- Rode Sea 
WorEQs? Did they perifli as foon as out of their 
Element on the dry Shore? Did they prudential 
ly creepl)ack into thie Sea, to look out for a new 
*ocky Settlement ? or did they turn into Geefc, 
Ducks, Gfc\ and fo mount up into the Air ? I am 
iatisfiedj That all the moft pofitive ftorics about 
the iSirc&rA Barnacles are fabulous ; for I &e no rea- 
fon vi/h^ EcotlanJ fhould be bleffed, above other 
Gountries;- with fudi a genial Warmth, as will 
turn Worms into Geefe, Ducks, Gfr. Thefe 
Geefe may feed on Barnacles in Scotland ; and in 
this fenfe Barnacles may be faid to turn into 
•Qt^t among the Orcades. N. B. That in OSJo- 

T 3 ^er 
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ber ij2iy I iaw the fkin of a Soland Goofc fluff- 
ed, at Don Salter o's Coffee- Houfe, in Cbelfeaj 
it was coniiderably lefs than our Englijb ones, 
and flat-bodied, not round, to the befl of my re- 
membrance. 

I am^ Good Sir y 

Tour ajjitred Friend y 

W. Smith. 
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LETTER XL 

Dear Sir, 

ILaft night tranfcribed, verbatim, the follow- 
lowing Article from Ireland, out of the Lon^ 

don Evening Poji, viz. " Yefterday, there being 
a Spring-Tide, a vaft army of Porpufles came 
up at Lough Foyly in purfuit of our Salmon : 

*^ As they rolled by Londonderry ^ the Sailors pur- 
fued them in their Boats, and killing them all 
the way, drove them fix miles farther up the 
Lough to the Flatts, about Mount Gaveling ; 
there a new Chafe began by our Fifliermen and 
the Country People, who ftretched a great Net 
acrofs the Lough, and drove them up to t;he 
narrow paflages of the great Ifland, which lies 
a mile below this Town ; there they all fell 
on them pell-mell with Guns, Swords, Hatch- 
ets, and all kinds of Weapons, and made a ter* 
rible flaughter : There were killed here above 
an hundred and fixty, befides as many more 

" which were mortally wounded, and carried off 
by the Flood ; including thofe the Londonderry 
Men killed, there have at leaft feUen in this bat- 

y tie five hundred PorpuflTes, generally weighing 
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*' from a thouiand to fifteea hundred Wo^t^ 
and very good for Oyh Some of ihem wecc 
full of Youog ones, as b^ as Calves, and ibme 
'^ had from half a doasen to half a icorcSaiidoQS 
in their Stomachs : But we hope, Hiat &ocg 
thefe grand Devourer$ are deilroyed, oiir FHh^ 
ing Trade will hereafter flooriih, and we ait 
pretty well repaid by their.Oyl, &F^,^I)^ 
mage they have done/^ I could beai^^ wifii; 
that the Author of this rebtion had thofxni^y 
explained himielf in the above written Wordsr, 
viz. Some of them v)trt full tfToung om$^ as^g, 
asCahes: For I fancy, he would thealtiave.aiff 
ierted (as I do in Letter eight. Paragraph: t^wtiQTr. 
fix) That Whales, Sharks, Grampuflfes^ Porpif? 
fes, and other huge Leviathans of the Oqeaiift, 
do never Spawn, but that they propagate .iheir 
feveral Species like Brute Beafls of tiiQ:-Field, 
breeding their Young onies in a r^ukr Matrix^ 
Surely the Surgeons and Apothecaries of jLra^^-* 
derry^ are a very incurious fet of People, if^ey 
did not regularly open fame few of thcro; in or- 
der to oblige the inquHitive part of ^Mankind 
with an exad: account of the Jli^/r/^^^Ouix^^ 
^pd Fietus of the Female,^ alfo of theP^% ®(?. 
of the Male Porpus. O, if thefe young Porpa&s 
went into the Maw of the old eiies, pui^y^. tUb 
prey upon fucb Salmons as they found theFi£^/^(3ii£L 
aa young Sharks do- in the fFeJi Indi£s):xhQ.Ad^ 

thor 
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thor otight to have informed us of it, if^ itliad 
come under his Cogniz^d^. 
: ^ 2. Now, that aU Spedes of Animals whatever 
ccmfift of both Male and Female, is what I fup« 
pofe noixxly wiH offer to deny, for feaf of his 
Undi^ribnding's being called in queflbn ; though 
their various methods of Copulation, Breeding^ 
and Btin^g-&irth, ast not fo perifediy and lea* 
fily difco^ered* But alas I tfaofe refin<xi Gentle- 
men^ Ivho are for carrying this nice Point ^rther 
ftyi, by infixing that die &me will hold true 
as to the Vegetable World; they are for the 
moftpart, if not adwAys miftaken. Maximilian 
Mf^i {iri "tol 4. P^b5980 tells us. That h» 
hWitnihc Gawten of Stoiples, at Pij^, in' Italy ^ 
a Male and a Female Palm-tree planted together^ 
j^rf^bly to the ancient Error of thofe, who 
thought fudi a Marriage was neceiiary^ in ordo* 
td make thoie Trees fruitful. *' But this is a 
^^ meet Fable, (adds he;) for I obferVed a Palm^ 
Ttree abne full of I>ates, at the Villa Madome 
^^'oti Mount Maticy near Rome.'\ I haye had the* 
£ime troth confirmed to me^ by fuch of my Ao-^ 
quaintahcp, as have had the good fortune to make 
the agreeable Tour xdJtafyy who (with him too) 
unanimoufly ailow^. Jhat fbey.are fcarce enougjh 
]a Itafy, and that they, very feldom bear Fruit; 
jiiuJSefler: ^in chap,^;iQf his curidus.;lnd critical 
HifiDr]^:af P^lnr^riC^ praifes highly xht Dates of 

Syria ^ 
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Syria ^ where they abound; and quotes Strdo^ 
who affirms, That the Country about the River 
Euphrates^ produces great quantities of Barley, 
but that the want of all other things was fiipplied 
by their Palm-trees ; that That fingle Tree af- 
forded the Inhabitants both Wine and Vinegar, 
Honey and Mead ; and out of it they wove their 
Cloaths : The Shells ferve the Smiths for Fire ; 
and when you have foaked the Shells in Water, 
you may feed your Cattle, your Oxen and Sheep 
with them : And it is reported, that there is a 
Perjic Poem, which enumerates three hundred 
and fixty ufes (one for every day of the old year) 
of the Palm-tree. In fomc places oi Arabia they 
are perfumed : And thofe in Syria ^ as they are 
moft beautiful to the Eye, fo they are of a moft 
delicious tafte to the Palate. Now, as Ab. Seller 
was a Perfon of fuch a communicative Nature, 
as well as great Reading and Curiolity, it would 
have been wondrous ftrange, if he had believed 
that (according to Fliny and other miflaken Au- 
thors) there had been both Male and Female 
Palm-trees, he fhould not have given us a hint 
or two of fo fingular a faft. In fhort ; I know 
of no Male Fruit Tree of any kind ; for in mine, 
and indeed all other Gardens that I ever vifited. 
Apple-trees, Pear-trees, Orange-trees, Tamarind- 
trees, Plumb-trees, Apricock-trees; Peach-trees, 
Gfr. do all yield (fome more,, fbiiie lefs) their pe^ 

culiat 



LETTER XL 299 

culiar Sorts of Fruit ; however, I do not remem- 
ber one fingle inftance to the contrary, either 
here at home in England^ or in the Leeward Cba- 
ribee Iflands : Or fuppofe there to be a few in- 
ftances to the contrary. Pray what Conclufions 
can we draw therefrom, to fupport fo grofs an 
Error ? Surely none at all. 

3. Dr. Paten y of Nevis ^ a Perfon of good 
Learning, ftrong natural Parts, and untainted 
Veracity, was brought up at the Univerlity of 
Aberdeen y and had (as a Ship Surgeon) made three 
Voyages to India ; In one of which they touch- 
ed (to the beft of my remembrance) upon the 
Cosiffi of Bengal^ where he faw a very extraordi- 
nary kind of Rarity ; viz. an Indian Brachman, 
who by Charm or Enchantment undertook to 
quell the fierce and lavage temper even of Cro- 
codiles, fo far as to oblige them to come out of 
the Water quite tame and inofFenfive. He went, 
in company of fome Sailors, who had been there 
about two years before, to vifit the old Brach- 
man at his Hut, which was fituate in a retired 
lonefomc place in the Wild Country, and not far 
from a Pond, clofe to which he had contrived a 
Room of Entertainment (of about thirty foot 
fquare, with Benches in it) by hanging Matting 
to fome fpreading Ever-green Trees, that (by a 
little help fi-om the Sea Breezes) rendered it won* 
drous cool and rdi-efhing in fo fultry a Climate. 

After 
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After a fhort cdnveriation had with him; hetoQ« 
duded them to this pleafatit ihaded Rodtn^ a»d 
defired them to fit dow^, tend not to Air. ^DH 
Patm hit clofe by the iBrachniflin^ who ^nlhd 
cut a Book, and readtherekii^mumblingtoVliim^' 
ielf, the Charaders being all j^^'tf^f, and^j^toorfc 
unknown to my Friend. ^ *He IwA not long ifyn& 
fo, before tip cornes d^<^oeodile &bout'thflii>^b(H: 
in length, and watked'^quietly'enoagh %lit he* 
came up to him, where j^ftood ilill for >it* while 
till the Indian Bradtadn ^IkaA gentiy flrodk^ 
him, arid then' af(ei^ taking a Tour TOtus^ the 
Room, returned back urthb IPotiA. Tke Bn^ 
man began to read a < ^dnd> timet, and-qdidcljr 
afler ccxnes up another' Crocodile aboiitvibireav 
feot long, whkii behaved in the fame civil nnanii 
ner with the former, before he returned^ bacJii ^' 
the Pond. The Brachman read a little this, diltd 
time, and up corned a third ^Crocodiki t^^tfaer 
Dodtor gueffed might be twelve foot long^iiThid 
hage Monfter terrified hii;n heartily, bu$ hawcf^ 
ver did him no hurt, exceptibg a heavy/^o)^^ 
^ Shins, with his Taii-^endy as he tume^vr^n^ 
to go back again to the Pond. They all imtoe^ 
diately accompanied the ^Id JJ^^n back tajiis 
Hut ; where he gave them fome Pruit to^ioarrj^ 
with them on board the Ship; and>for !wiiichi(«3 
well as for bis.Conjuring) they made, him aifm^ 
Prefent. The Dodlor w-as glad. enoughs liiat^Jie 

got 



LETTER XL 301 

got ibriafely off theni but could neypr^be pre* 
vailed OD, to y^ur?., on, another fuch. oirious 
Vifit. The Sailors, arc ^ v^y fupcrfti jipus fct of 
Pedple 5 for thefe wefe iirmly perfuad«d, that 
the Brachm^ perfor^«4 rthis Feat by dint of 
ppire: Charm or £nchapt^ip[ient. But alas! it is 
wfily -accounted . foo nn tjie following manner, 
witboutoreccmr(fe^.tP^.C«0}uration^ /t;/«. He had 
catcb^d tlijqm on tberSi^k of ibme River, when 
they*-wer<r Very youngs carried them Home 
to Jth^'Pond^-iidc in his Room, fed them at cer-^ 
tain ()airticular times in the day, fuBFered theni by 
degcQ^ tot accuftom tbemfelves to the Pond, out 
Qf. which they fooa naturally came up at the 
ufuaUyrhour of being fed. And this pretty plainly 
ihows itfelf; For the old Brachman would be; 
Ipoke. with but at one certain Hour of the Day^ 
In (hort ; all Animalst whatever may be tamed^ 
prbvided they are catched whilfl young enough 
for that purpofe, agreeably, to the Words of St; 
Jamef;, (dhap. 3. ver. 7^); For every kind ofBeaJisy 
and ifr. Birds J and of . Serpent Sy and things in the 
ihei&iii:is tamed^ and bath been tamed of Man-' 
kindj.1i. .ii- ' .' , .- . 

^4;i;Ti]£Brachmaa.ivas artful enough, though 
(J: think) his Skill was far fhort of our Country- 
xo^vAB'MBri^oly who;(no longer ago than in the 
j^teTJii^fLp or. 1 720^): taught a Dogito Ipeak as 
articttlatel^r .as. Men jufuaily .do« There are (no 
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doubt) many thoufknds now alive, who were 
Eyc-witneffes to the fad : I have difcourfed with 
at leaft twenty of them (Perfons of good credit) 
and they all agree in every particular circumftance. 
Nay, I have an intimate Acquaintance, who laft 
year went to Brijiol on purpofe to drink the 
Waters, and enquired after the Dog, which has 
been dead fome years ; However, the People 
fatisfied him of the Truth of this Relation. The 
Dog's Name was Fox^ and what is pretty re- 
markable, he refemWed a Fox both in fhape and 
colour. When his Mafter firft began to teach 
him, he was forced to put his Fingers to the 
Dog's Wind-Pipe till he half throtled him, and 
alfo beat him. But as Fox learned his Leflbns, 
. thefe were by degrees left off, till at laft he fpoke 
articulately without fuch cruel ufage : However, 
I muft take notice, That he could never utter a 
Word without previoufly faying the Letter O; 
For inftance, If his Mafter alked him a Queftion, 
which obliged him to pronounce the word Judge 
by way of anfwer, then the Dog would imme- 
diately fay, O JudgCy Judge^ J^^g^* He was 
expert in fpeaking feveral other fuch fhort things 
which have now flipped my memory. But had 
the BriJlol Marl lived in the darkeft times of Po- 
pery, and taught Fox in private, perhaps both 
Mafter and Dog might have been publickly burnt 
for Diabolical Pra<fliccs. Or had they even ven- 
^ tured 
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tured to play their Tricks within the Liberties of 
the good City of London^ I fuppofe fome wife 
Grand Jury of Middle/ex^ in thofe loyal times, 
would have zealoufly prefented to the Court the 
aforefaid Mafter, as one who being moved by the 
Malice and Inftigation of the Devil, did excite 
and caufe the fiiid Dog Fox^ to utter frequently 
(in all forts of Company) certain Seditious and 
Traiterous Words, tending to excite his Majefly's 
3Leige Subjects to Rebellion, in order to fubvert 
our prefent happy Eftablifliment. I many years 
ago read a Treatife that was intended to prove 
the Rationality of Brutes, done by Monfieur 
Cbarron, who takes great pains, and indeed quotes 
many grave Authors, in order to prove his affer- 
tion. We all know what furprizing things have 
been efFeded by Elephants, Horfes, and Dogs, 
who are trained up with that defign: And for 
jny own part, I am perfuaded that they all have 
an inferior fort of Reafon, to which you are at 
liberty to appropriate the plaufible Title of In- 
ftind, or any other fuch kind of Name as is now 
in vogue with the Learned World. 

5. I fhould have informed you, in Letter the 
St^, Paragraph the ^29^**, that the Spoon- Bill is a 
very large dunnifli coloured Bird, and is fo called 
bccaufe its Bill refembles a Spoon j that Noddies 
too are as large, and much of the fame Colour • 
that Boobies alfg are large as well as of a dunnifh 

Colour ; 
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Colour ; and that, if one of thefc laft alights (as 
they now and then do) upon a Ship's Yard-Arm, 
it will ftand there till a Sailor can climb up and 
catch it with his hands, it all the while p^Jdng 
and icreaming out, but not offering to fly away, 
which defervedly gained for it the name of Booby. 
We have a fmall rocky liland between the Wind- 
ward part of Nevis^ and the Windward part of 
St. CbriJlopbtr% called Boofy liland, from their 
building Nefls upon it. N. B. I was never very 
clofe to any of thefe Bird^. The Women of ^- 
guilla (an inconflderable liland, icarce a Day's 
Sail Leeward from Nevis) do cuftomarily go 
once a year to another lefs and barren Ifland, 
(called Prickle Pear^ becaufe nothing die will 
grow thereon,) in order to ilrip the Birds of their 
Feathers, which poor Creatures are fo Ample as 
to fuffer the Women to knock them down with 
Sticks as they fly about : It is fomewhat ffarange, 
that repeated experience does not teach them wit 
enough to keep farther oflF from fuch dai^erous 
Enemies. I twice failed along doie by this Ifland, 
in both of which times I iaw vaft numbers of 
thefe Birds (that were ieemingly bigger than 
Pigeons) hovering about it ; I do not remember 
their Name. None of the above-mentioned kinds 
of Birds are eatable. N. B. Anguilla is {o called, 
becaufe it is a long narrow Ifland, reiemUing 
the form of a Snake. 

6. About 
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6; About two months before I left the Weft-^ 
BtdkSy I took a little trip up to Antigua^ \vhich 
is a fine Ifland, though it has not one fingle 
Spring of Water in it*: .And as it was in a time 
of great drowth, -the whole face of th^ Country 
looked tlifmally toough* All their Ponds were 
then quite dry, and their Cifterns almoft empty; 
fo that they were obliged to fetch their frefli Wa- 
ter from Guardaloupe^ ^ Frerich Ifland, and Motit!-- 
ferrat^ znEngliJh one, which was afterwards fold 
for Eighteen Pence a Pail-full. The Capital is 
called St. yobn's^ and is by far the moft regular 
Town I faw in the Wejl Indies^ dofe to the 
Houibs whereof is the beft and moft comma- 
dious Harbour, belonging to our Englijh Lee- 
ward Iflands : They were then building a ftately 
Church, which I fince hear is compleatly finifli- 
ed ; and I am iatisfied is the fineft Building of the 
.kind by much, we have under the Government. 
And as^for the Inhabitants, they (like our other 
Settlements) were remarkable for Hoipitality and 
Civility to StrangerSi Their Produce is the fame 
with that of iVmj : But, as they want a great 
AJ[otmtain, they can have no Alparagus, very 
few Cucumbers, and not fo much plenty of 
Garden-rgrowth in other kinds. 1 was lately af- 
furfed by an jlntigm Gcntkman, That they have 
veiiy fine Prawns, a Fifti not met with at Nevis. 

U Hq 
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He alfo told me, that they eat with fingular 
pleafurc a fmall Land-Crab, the Shell of whofc 
Body is^not broader than a Crown Piece, and 
which is entirely negledled at Nevis, becaufb we 
have great plenty of the larger fort. At Nevis 
we have fome diminutive Soal-Fifhes which tafte 
exadly like Engl/Jh onts. The beft profpedl of 
Aiitigua^ is from a Hill in the middle aUnc^ 
of the Country. 

7. In my return back homewards to Nevis ^ 
we called in at Montferrat^ where too the Gen- 
tlemen delight to fignalize then^felves in HoC- 
pitality, and all A6ls of Kindnefs and Good Na- 
ture. The Country is mountfiinous ; and one 
third of the People Papifts, who are notwith- 
ftanding allowed to bear Arms, ferve upon Juries, 
and to do their Country's fervice in all other re- 
fpedts the fame with the Proteftants. You can- 
not in reafon expedt a fuller account of thefe two 
Ifles, my Hay at them being fo fhort as ten or 
twelve days at the firft, and at the latter no 
more than two. Montferrat on the Leeward or 
Weftern Side, muft needs afford a fair Prolped: 
after a plentiful Shower of Rain, it being much 
higher Land than Antigua. 

8. Between Montferrat and Nevis y we pafTed 
by a fmall rocky lile named Rodondo^ which has 

no 
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no other Inhabitants befides a few Goats. The 
Ifland St. Bartholomew^ is fettled by us Engli/h^ 
but is not confiderable, except for Lignum Vitae 
and Iron Wood. The Dutch Ifland of Eujlachia^ 
being wondrous regularly marked out into Sugar 
Cane Fields, looked delightfally as I failed along 
by it in 1 7 1 8 : But the Small Pox being very 
rife there then, and fome of our Company hav- 
ing never been vifited with that Sicknefs, which 
is always reckoned to be Vcillly dangerous to 
Life in fo hot a Clime, wc durll not venture to 
go on fhore, to my fingular regret. Saha is ano- 
ther Dutch Ifland but a little way from it : It \% 
B, monftroufly great, fleep, and high Rock, 
fprinkled over with a thin Coat of Earth on the 
top, and inhabited by fifty or fixty Families : No 
more than one Perfon at a time can climb up to 
it, and that with difficulty enorgh, as well as 
but at one place, fo that it is abfolutely impreg- 
nable to all Enemies. Curracoa too, is a Dutch 
Ifland of good note for Trade, and well fortified • 
its fituation is about two day's fail to the Leeward 
oi Nevis y but I was never at it. The Ifland of 
Nevis is of a found figure ; and St. Chrijiopher's 
is not unlike Italy ^ i. e. its Shape is much in the 
form of a Man's Leg. 

9. I forgot to acquaint you. That in a bright 
and clear Dlay, we can itom Nevis very diftindt-' 

u 2 ly 
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ly perceive the feveral Iflands of Eujlacbia^ Saba, 
St. Bart/jolomeWy Aitigua^ Guardaloupe^ Montjer^ 
raty Rodondo^ and St. CbriJiofber\ with an un- 
bounded Profpedt (on all fides) of the Atlanttck 
Ocean. When I took leave of it on my return 
Home to my Native Country, fome refrefhing 
Rains had made the whole face of the Earth 
look fo verdant and finiling, that no other: part 
of the Globe which I have as yet feen, could af- 
ford a richer gratification of its kind, than was 
that Quarter of our Ifland which we beheld froni 
on board our Ship in the Bay. For Charles Town 
lies ftretched out along the bottom of the Bay, 
clofe to the Sea- fide. Above it, upon the rifing 
grounds, and alfo on both fidies of it for about 
four or five Miles in the whole breadth, were 
fine Plantations of Green Sugar-Canes, Orchards 
of Orange-Trees, as big as our Englijh iVpple- 
Trees, Gfr. Higher ftill, were innumerable tall 
Trees (or Woods confifi:ing of Palmetto and other 
charming Ever-Greens) in the utmoft perfeftion. 
Highcil of all, up fprung the verdurous Moun- 
tain-top, not unlike a thick Sugar-loaf. And not 
far from it, on the South- fide, flood Saddle Hilh 
A Hill we term it, tho' here it might well pafs for 
a Mountain. A delightful, lovely fight indeed ! 
efpecially to me, who had received fo many Civili- 
ties from almoft every Gentleman dwelling there^ 
An eafy Gale of Wind from the Eaft, wafted us 

I fmoothly 
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fmoothly out of the Bay into the wide Ocean : 
But I kept my Eyes fixed upon the dear Coun- 
try, till Night fpread out her fable Curtains^ 
and hid it for ever from me. I then fighed, 
dropt a few tears, and faid, Farewell^ happy IJle ! 
N. B. As the Holes under our Sugar-Coppers arc 
all on the Weftern-fide of our Boyling-houfes, 
fo during Crop-time when they have a fire in 
them, they muft of courfe caft a dazling fhow 
in the Night, towards the Bay. It is an obfer- 
vation of all Perfons who fail from Antigua to 
Nevisy That when they get as far as the fmali 
rocky Iflahd of Rodondo^ they are moft highly 
gratified with a charming Profped: of that quarter 
of Nevis called Ginger land^ it being the Eaftern 
Parifti of the Country, and of courfe, not to be 
feen at all from the Bay at Charles Town. JVind^ 
ward Parifh too exhibits a moft beautiful Ldnd- 
fkip to fuch as fail by on that fide of the Ifland. 
I often thought it a thoufand pities, that Pepper, 
Clove, Cinnamon, and Nutmeg-Trees, were not 
long ago tranfplanted from the Eaji-Indies^ to the 
ttceward IJlands j for then England might have 
been fupplied with thofe Spices at a far cheaper 
rate, than by purphafing them of the Dutch. I 
ihould imagine it no difficult tafk, to fend three 
gr four Ships very privately to India for that pur- 
pofe, viz, tp bring away large quantities of their 
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feveral Fruits ripe, which would of courfe be fit. 
to be put in the Ground, when they arrive at 
the Weft- Indies y as like wife as many of the fmalleft 
young Trees, with the Earth about them, as 
the Ships could find room for, in Boxes. And 
for the farther encouragement of Publick Spirit j 
let us remember, that Coffee does now thrive 
pretty well in the JVeJi^IndieSy though formerly 
the Planters knew nothing of it, and that it would 
moreover prove a moft advantageous Voyage, be- 
caufe the Weft-India Gentleman would ftick at 
no price in purchafing them. The Dutch would 
"(no doubt) try all methods to prevent fuch a pro- 
jefl: from fucceeding ; but there are other Iflands 
befides their Settlements, where they might be 
had effedually, if the Expedition was kept a fe- 
cret for fome time : For inftance. Nutmegs might 
be had at Bouton^ where they grow. One Mr. 
Powers^ (a Cantabrigian) who was a Predeceflbr 
of mine, in the Reftory of St. Johns at Nevis, 
wrote a Poem called, The Sugar-Caney which 
was looked upon there as a curious Work, and 
as fuch (after his death) fent home hither to his 
Relations: But I believe it was never printed, for 
at my return to England, I made a particular en- 
quiry afftr it of Mr. Rivington, by St. Pauls 
Church-yard, and of many other London Book- 
fellers, but in vain. However, the Subjetfl was. 

a Field 
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a Field noble enough for the fineft of Poets to 
expatiate upon. 

10. I cannot fay, That I am well fatisfied, 
with either the Ptolemaic or Coperjtican Syftem : 
• And as for "Tycbo Brake ; far better Judges than 
myfelf are of opinion, that unfurmountable Diffi- 
culties may be eafily raifed againfi his Hypothefis, 
though he is fo prefumptuous as to aim at ac- 
counting for the Errors of both the others. I find 
no fmall fault with every one of the Theories of 
the Earth, that I have as yet fee'li, though I pro- 
fefs myfelf very far from being duly qualified to 
corredt thofe Faults. And upon the whole, I 
think I do efpy a rriofl fuperlative Pride in all 
Authors, who attempt to unwind that myflefious 
Clew of Divine Providence, which perhaps no- 
thing lefs than InfihifeWifddm (its fi-rft: Contriver) 
is able to comprehend. Ift fine ; wonderful are 
all the Councils and Ways of the Evef-glorious 
God, Omnipotent, arid All-wife ! Foolifh are the 
fubtilefl Machinations, and the cunriingefl De- 
vices of poor mortal Man's projeding Heart! 
However ; fince they do not injure my Faith as 
a found Chriflian, I now and then take a little 
pleafure by infpefting into, arid examining their 
fhallow Depths as far as niy ihort. line of Under- 
ftanding will poffibly reach. But ftill, I am fb 

u 4 cautious. 
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cautious, as to rcfervc to myfelf full liberty either to 
admit of, or to rqe£t all, or any of their Works, 
though offered to publick view, and patronized 
by Perfons the moft eminent for Learning and 
Natural Parts 5 ever bearing in mind the Angel 
Rapbaets Anfwer to Adam^ our general Sire, 
when he earneftly exprefled his longing to be in- 
formed of iiich high, abilruie Matters ; Milton^ 
book 8. line 66. 

TJ? ajk or fear cb I blame tbee not^ for Heav'n 
Is as tbe Book of God before tbee fet^ 
Wberein to read his wond'rous Works ^ and learn 
His Seafons^ Hours ^ or Days^ or Months^ or Tears : 
Ttbis to attain^ wbetber Heaven move or Earthy 
Imports noty if tbou reckon rigbt^ tbe reft 
From Man or Angel tbe great ArcbiteSl 
'Did wifely to conceal^ and not divulge 
His Secrets^ to hefcamid by them wbo ougbf 
leather admire j or if they lift to try 
ConjeSture. He bis Fabrick of the Heav'ns 
Hath left to their dijputes^ perhaps to mwe 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide^ 
Hereafter^ when they come to model Heav'n 
And calculate the Stars ^ bow they will wield 
T'be mighty Frame, bow build, unbuild, contrive 
^ofave appearances, how gird the Sphere 
fTftb Centric and Eccentric fcribled o'er^ 

Cycle 
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Cycle and Epicycle, Orb in Orb : 
Already by thy reafoning this IguefSy 
Who art to lead thy Offspring, ^^P'PP^S^fi 
That Bodies bright and greater jhould not ferve 
The lefs not bright, nor Heav'nfuchjournies run^ 
Earth Jitting Jiilly when Jhe alone receives 
The benefit : confiderfirji, th^t Great 
Or Bright infers not Excellence : The Earth 
Though, in comparifon of Heaven, fo finally 
Nor gUfiering may offi)lid Good contain 
More plenty than the Sun that barren Jhines, 
Whofe virtue on iff elf works no effeSi, 
But in the fruitful Earth ; there firji received 
His beams, unaSlive elfe, thetr vigour find, 
Tet not to Earth are thofe bright Luminaries 
Officious, but to thee Earth's inhabitant, 
^nd for the Heaven's wide circuit, let itfpeak 
The Maker's high Magnificence, who built 
Sojpacious, and his linefiretch'd out fo far. 
That Man may know he dwells not in his own • 
An Edifice too large for him to fill, 
Ijodg'd in a fmall partition, and the refi 
Ordain' d for ufes to his Lord befi known. 
The fwiftnefs of thofe Circles attribute^ 
Though numberlefs, to his Omnipotence 
That to corporeal Subfiances could add 
Speed almofi Jpiritual ; me thou think' fi ngtfiow^ 
WkQfince tfie Morning hour Jet out from Heaven 

Where 
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Where God refides^ and e'er mid-dirf arrived 
In Eden, di fiance inexpreffible 
By numbers that have name. But this I urge^ 
Adfnitting motion in the Heav'ns^ tojhew 
Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov*d ; 
Not that Ifo affirm^ though fo itfeem 
^0 tixe who haft thy dwelling here an Earth. 
Cod to remove his ways from human fenfe^ 
Plac' d Heaven from Earth fofar^ that earthly f^t 
If it prefume^ might err in things too high^ 
And no advantage gain. What if the Sun 
Be Center to the Worlds and other Stars 
By his attractive Virtue and their own 
Invited, dance about him various rounds ? 
^heir wand" ring courfenowhighjnffvolow^thenhid, 
Progrejftve, Retrograde , or ftanding ftill. 
Infix thoufeeft ; and what iffev^nth to thefe 
^be Planet Earth, fift^^f^ft though Jhefeemy 
Infenfibly three different motions move? 
Which elfe tofeveral Spheres thou muft afcribe 
Movd contrary with thwart obliquities^ 
Orjave the Sun his labour^ and thatjwift 
NoSlurnal and diurnal Rhomb fupposd^ 
Jnvifible dfe above all Stars y the wheel 
Of Day and Night ; which needs not thy belief 
If Earth induftrious of herf elf fetch Day 
' travelling Eaft^ and with her part averfe 
' From the Sun's beam meet Nighty her other part 

Still 
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Still luminous by his Ray. What if that light 
Sent from her through the wide tranjpicuous Air^ 
T!o the I'errejirial Moon be as a Star 
Enlighfning her by day, as jhe by night 
This Earth ; reciprocal, if Land be there. 
Fields, and Inhabitants : Her Spots thoufeefl 
As Clouds, and Clouds may rain, and rain produce 
Fruits in her fofterid Soil, forfome to eat 
Allotted there ; and other Suns perhaps 
With their attendant Moons thou wilt defcry 
Communicating Male and Female Ught, 
Which two great Sexes animate the World, 
Stor'd in each orb perhaps with thofe that live. 
Forfuch vajl room in Nature unpojfefs^d 
By living Soul, defer t and defolate. 
Only tojhine, yet fcarce to contribute 
Each Orb a glimps of Light, conveyed Jo far 
Down to this habitable, which returns 
Light back to them, is obvious to dijpute. 
But whether thus thefe things, or whether not. 
Whether the Sun predominant in Heaven 
Bife on the Earth, or Earth rife on the Sun 
He from the Eaji his flaming road begin. 
Or Jhe from Weft her filent courfe advance 
With inoffenfive pace that /pinning fleeps 
On berfoft Axle, while Jhe paces ev'n 
And bears tbeefoft with thefmobth Air along^ 
Sollicit not thy thoughts with matter hid. 

Leave 
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Jjec^e them to God above ^ him ferve and fear ; 
Of other Creatures y as him pleafes beft^ 
Wherever plac' dy let him difpofe : joy thou 
In what he gives to thee^ this Paradife 
And thy fair Eve ; Heavn is for thee too high 
For thee to know what pajfes there ; be lowly wife : 
^hink only what concerns thee and thy Being ; 
Dream not of other Worlds j what Creatures there 
Live, in whatjlate, condition or degree 
Contented that thus far hath been revealed 
Not of Earth only but ofbigheji Heav'n. 

I cannot help taking particular notice of the eight 
laft lines of our great blind Poet, and find in me 
a ready difpofition, to cry out with TiOphar, {Job 
II. 7.) Canjl thou by fearching find out God? 
Canfi thou find out the Almighty unto perfeSHon ? 
It is as high as Heaven, what canfi thou do? 
Deeper than Hell, what canfi thou kncwf Tie 
meafidre thereof is longer than the Earth, and 
broader than the Sea. And alas! Notwithftand- 
ing iuch a powerful difcouragement, vain Man 
covets at leaft to be thought wife. In plain; Hu- 
mility is an excellent Virtue, and yet we are all 
proud enough : Nay, there may be, and indeed 
often is a great deal of fecret Pride, in the very 
^ireft preitences to Humility. I ihali finifh this 
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Article with obferving, That nothing docs more 
eaiily pufFup our empty bladder of vanity, than 
weak Human Literature : Nay, fometimes a poor 
pittance, or even pretended fhare of it, will fuf- 
fice for that purpofe, though at the fame time it 
is well known, that the wifeft Solomon of our 
Age, cannot affign a tolerable Reafon, why Grafs 
fhould be green, or why Flowers fhould be va- 
riegated into fo many beautiful, enamelled Co- 
lours, 

1 1 . My dear Friend, Farewell ! And I wifli 
I could for ever bid adieu to this bewitching fin 
of Pride, that haunts me like an Evil Genius ; 
But that (I fear) is much too difficult a tafk for 
me to overcome ; for yefterday morning, it would 
fain have tempted me to begin another Letter ; 
and it certainly would have fucceeded, had not a 
Verfe in the firft LefTon for Evening Service de- 
termined me to the contrary, viz. Ecclefiajies xii. 
12. Of making many Books there is no end^ and 
much Study is a wearinefs of the Fle/h. I flbould 
not be eafily tired by continuing longer in this 
Epiftolatory way of Correfpondence 5 but am 
fully convinced, that my Faculty of Writing 
on, would not foon terminate, becaufe a Perfon 
whofe Talent lies in this Vein, has an inexhaufti- 
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ble Fund to work upon, . which in the end mud 
however quite weary him out! I am fuffi- 
dently admonished to conclude by fubfcribing 
myfelfi 

Tourjincere Friend^ 

W. Smith. 
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